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INTRODUCTION. 


Before  I  addrefs  my  readers  with  the 
quaint  familiarity  of  a  fiditious  charac- 
ter, let  me,  in  my  own  perfon,  gratefully 
acknowledge  the  candid  treatment  that 
my  former  works  have  received  from  the 
public.  On  this  head  I  could  be  difFufe  ; 
but  I  will  only  briefly  obferve  that,  though 
their  approbation  may  have  been  be- 
ftowed  on  more  deferving  candidates, 
none  ever  were  more  truly  folicitous  to 
earn  the  meed  of  honeji  praife. 

Fearful  of  forfeiting  the  good  opinion 
of  mypatrons,  it  is  with  real  anxiety  that 
I  again  appear,  at  what  I  feel  to  be  an  aw- 
ful tribunal.  All  my  reafons  for  thus 
frequently  troubling  the  world  with  my 

VOL.  I.  B  reflec- 
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refledions  need  not  be  divulged ;  but 
one  motive,  though  it  favours  of  ego- 
tifm,  I  will  not  conceal.  The  rage  for 
novels  does  not  decreafe ;  and,  though 
I  by  no  means  think  them  the  befl  vehi- 
cles for  "  the  words  of  found  doctrine  ;" 
yet,  while  the  enemies  of  our  church 
and  flate  continue  to  pour  their  poifon 
into  unwary  ears  through  this  channel, 
it  behoves  the  friends  of  our  eftablifh- 
ments  to  convey  an  antidote  by  the  fame 
courfe  ;  efpecially  as  thofe  who  are  moft 
likely  to  be  infeded  by  falfe  principles, 
will  not  feaich  for  a  refutation  of  them  in 
profound  and  fcientific  compofitions. 

The  particular  defign  of  the  prefent 
work  is,  to  fhew  the  fuperiority  which 
religious  principle  poffefTes,  when  com- 
pared with  a  fenfe  of  honour,  moral 
iitnefs,  or  a  love  of  general  applaufe. 
The  ftory  is  confefledly  iubordinate  to 
this  aim  ;  and  thofe  who  d'flike  it  will 
obferve,  that  the  argumentative  part  is 

not 
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not  afFefled  by  the  faults  of  the  narra- 
tive. The  epifodical  charaders  have  a 
ufe  befides  relieving  the  fombrous  hue  of 
the  principal  perfonages.  I  wifh  they 
may  be  confidered  as  an  overcharged 
pi£lure  of  the  vanity,  extravagance,  and 
felf-importance,  that  have  for  fome  years 
infedled  the  middle  clafles  of  fociety, 
threatening  deftrudlion  to  the  found 
fenfe,  decent  propriety,  and  manly  vir- 
tues of  this  mod  important  portion  of  the 
community. 
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CHAP.    I. 

A  frut)  words  from  Mrs,  Prudenfla  rtfia* 
tin^  io  her  own  private  h'l/hry  ;  wit  A 
Anecdotes  of  her  maid  Betty. 

Though  fafhion  has  fubftltuted  eafe 
and  non-chalance  for  afliduity  and  cere- 
mony, yet  an  admirer  of  old  cuftoms 
mult  be  expedled  to  adhere  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  fhe  wifhes  to  recommend. 
Much  mutual  civility  mufl:  pafs  between 
me  and  my  dear  readers,  on  my  again 
meeting  them  in  my  charadler  of  the 
narrative  Mrs.  Prudentia  Homefpun.  I 
fmcerely  hope  that  they  enjoy  good 
health,  and  I  am  particularly  anxious 
to  hear  a  favourable  account  of  their 
eyes.  It  would  grieve  me  to  the  heart 
B  3  to 
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to  be  informed,  that  they  were  affli6led 
with  vertigo,  lanp;uor,  or  any  nervous 
diforder,  which  had  induced  their  phy- 
ficians  to  profcribe  even  my  innocent 
prattle.  I  alfo  hope,  that,  though  they 
have  efcaped  the  preflure  of  any  fevers 
calamity,  they  have  not  felt  quite  happy 
fince  they  perufed  my  laji  lucubrations, 
owing  to  their  anxiety  at  my  long 
filcnce.  Perhaps  this  laft  expedation 
borders  on  the  romantic ;  let  me  then 
modify  the  phrafe,  and  exprefs  the 
humbler  wifh,  that  their  palates  may  not 
have  been  fo  palled  by  the  high-feafoned 
French  and  German  cookery  that  has 
lately  been  placed  before  them,  as  to 
prevent  them  from  relifhing  a  little  old 
Englifh  fare,  drefled  in  a  plain  ftyle,  andj 
if  not  more  piquant^  at  lead  more  whole* 
fome^  than  thofe  outlandifh  farragoes. 

Conceiving  that  my  readers  are 
equally  felicitous  to  hear  of  my  welfare,  I 
a^lTure  them,    that,  though  I  certainly 

grow 
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grow  older  every  year,  I  do  not  yet 
feel  any  fymptoni  of  the  apathy  and  in- 
adivity  of  old  age.  I  am  as  anxious  to 
obtain  their  plaudits  now^  as  when  I  fent 
my  firft  literary  bantling  into  the  world  j 
and  I  fliall  be  as  much  concerned  to 
hear  it  whifpered,  that  "  poor  Mrs. 
Prudentia  really  has  written  herfelf  oiit^^* 
as  if  my  former  efforts  to  pleafe  had 
fallen  dead  from  the  prefs. 

I  will  however  acknowledge,  that 
there  may  be  fome  incidental  cauies 
which  may  render  this  work  lefs  agree* 
able  than  my  preceding  goffipings.  My 
plan  has  ever  been  to  feize  on  fome  im- 
portant moral  truth,  and  then  to  fabri- 
cate a  flory  to  illujlrate  it.  W -ile  I 
ruminated  on  the  enormities  of  the  age, 
and  confidered  where  I  could  befl:  apply 
my  fovereign  fpecific,  of  courfe  the 
mod:  prevalent  maladies  would  firft  ftrike 
my  obfervation.  I  confidered  a  derelic- 
tion of  parental  authority,  extravagant 
B  4.  expeda- 
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cxpeftations,  romantic  attachments,  and 
the  dangers  arifing  from  confidential 
intimacies,  efpecially  with  people  of 
doubtful  principles,  as  moft  prominent 
among  the  many  morbid  difeafes  that 
haunt  the  lazar-houfe  of  relaxed  man- 
ners. Firji  impreffions  are  generally 
moft  forcible ;  the  friends  of  our  youth 
are  niofi:  dear ;  the  fcenes  of  our  early 
pleafures  are  fuppofed  to  be  moft 
beautiful.  According  to  this  rule,  I 
never  fhall  be  fo  much  attached  to  my 
prefent  heroine  as  I  was  to  my  pafl 
favourites ;  and  I  am  convinced,  that  an 
idea  faintly  conceived  will  be  feebly  ex- 
preffed.  Though  f elf -love  may  conceal 
from  me  my  own  deficiency,  it  mufl 
flrike  the  byflander. 

But,  fuppofmg  this  work  to  fail  of 
fuccefs,  may  not  fome  little  alteration 
take  place  in  my  readers  as  well  as  in 
myfelf  ?  In  this  age  every  body  is  a 
critic;  and  to  perufe  a  work   without 

giving 
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giving  a  decided  opinion  upon  its  merits, 
would   argue   a  total  want  of  fagacity. 
It  is  no  matter  how  the  book  was  read, 
whether   when    half    afleep,  or    fitting 
round  the  breakfafl  table.     No  matter 
how   large    the    circle,    or    how  many 
good   things   you   heard  and  faid    du- 
ring   the  perufal.      You  may    Ikip    as 
many   pages    as    you    choofe,  find  out 
hidden  meanings,  and  overlook  what  are 
obvious.      Adroit    readers    know  every 
thing  by  intuition  ;  and  their  only  ftudy 
is,  to    fay   fomething  fententious   when 
they  lay  down  the  performance.     Now 
if  it  happen  to  be  a  firfl  produdion,  or 
if  none  of  his  former  lucubrations  have 
attained  celebrity,  the  mod  liberal  ex- 
preffions  will    be  "  charming!'*  "  ad- 
mirable !"  "  1  proteft,  it  is  quite  a  firft- 
rate  work."     But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
the  author  really  fhall  have  made  fome 
progrefs  up  the  deep  heights    of  Par- 
naiius,  the   belt  way  of  exalting  your 
*  B  5  own 
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own  reputation  for  fagacity  will  be,  to 
roll  him  down,  which  may  be  eafily 
efteded  by  the  trite  phrafe  of  "  quite  a 
falling-off,^^  The  mod  flupendous  ge- 
nius can  hardly  withftand  fuch  an  obfer- 
vation,  if  repeated  in  half  a  dozen  polite 
circles ;  for,  though  thefe  cenfures  may 
not  exceed  one  hundred,  of  whom  not 
more  than  twenty  may  happen  to  have 
read  ten  pages  of  the  book,  "  the 
world,"  as  it  is  termed,  will  have 
formed  its  opinion,  and  the  fafeft  way 
for  the  lucklefs  author  is  to  make  a 
fpeedy  and  decent  retreat  to  the  vale  of 
obfcurity. 

Befide  thefe  dangers  from  "  the 
world/'  the  fcribler a  of  the  prefent  day 
have  another  hoft  of  enemies,  whom  it 
requires  no  common  degree  of  temerity 
to  brave.  Thefe  are  the  whole  tribe  of 
Reviewers,  whofe  fagacity  and  impar- 
tiality none  can  difpute,  whofe  veracious 
aflertions    no  one   can    queftion,   and 

from 
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from  whofe  authoritative  tribunal  there 
is   no  appeal.     If  this  corps  continued 
*'  one  and  undivided,"  I  will  allow  that 
one  muft  be  a  very  Drawcanfir  to  ven- 
ture to  oppofe  them  ;  but,  as  their  nwn* 
ber  multiphes,  I   confefs,  I  think  they 
feem  in   the  ufual  fituation  of  wide  ex- 
tended kingdoms,   which  are  in  reality- 
weakened   by   an  apparent  increafe    of 
flrength  ?  'Tis  true,  the  magifterial  tone 
of  expreflion  is  preferved  ;  and  "  we  af- 
firm," *'  we  aver,'*  and  "  we  decide,** 
are  as  frequent  in  their  pages  as  when 
their  decretals,  like   papal  bulls,  thun- 
dered through  the  land  without  oppofi- 
tion ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  ftiir re- 
tain fo  many  o{  m^  juvenile  habits,  that 
whenever  one  review  affails  me,  I  always 
feel  fomething  very    like  an  ague  fit ; 
and  even  when  it  proceeds  fo  far  as  to 
call  me  a  troublefome  old  chatterbox,  I 
dare  not  for  my  life  attempt  a  reply.    In 
this  mortified  Hate  I  generally  remain, 
B  6  till 
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tlli  fome  kind  neighbour  lends  me  his 
rival  review^  in  which  things  wear  fo 
different  an  afpedl,  that  my  courage  re- 
turns, I  hold  up  my  head,  take  a  pinch 
of  fnuff,  and  repeat  with  fomewhat  of  a 
triumphant  tone  the  old  adage, 

«<  Empire's  nothing  when  divided.'* 

I  have  introduced  the  above  paragraph 
to  convince  thofe  who  were  acquainted 
with  my  former  works,  of  my  identity. 
They  know  that,  befide  claiming  an  un- 
bounded privilege  of  digreffing,  1  mud 
be  allowed  to  fay  odd  things,  to  talk  of 
myfelf  whenever  I  pleafe,  and  to  fup- 
port  my  own  opinion,  though  without 
the  lead  fhadow  of  vanity,  egotifm,  or 
pertinacity,  which  are  qualities  I  utterly 
abdmiiiate^  and  am  totally  free  from.  If 
I  occafionally  introduce  myfelf,  or  my 
Danbury  friends,  into  my  narrative,  it 
is  either  from  a  wifh  to  gratify  the  curio- 
iity   of  the  public,  by  giving  them  a 

little 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  IJ 

little  peep  behind  the  curtain,  or  to 
illuftraie  fome  important  truth  by  a  fa- 
miliar incident,  a  method  which  people 
oifiiperlor  genius  often  have  recourfe  to. 
For  inftance,  I  am  afl'ured  the  public 
will  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  application 
of  fome  fleecy  hofiery  has  relieved  me 
from  the  rheumatic  pain  in  my  flioulder, 
which  I  caught  by  endeavouring  to  turn 
Greek  laft  fummer,  when  I  fported  a 
black  cloak  of  my  own  knitting.  The 
hiftory  of  the  cloak  itfeU  i  fmgular.  I 
began  it  when  labouring  under  a  (Irong 
temptation  to  write  fatires  and  critiques, 
and  found  it  fo  happy  a  method  of  calm- 
ing  an  over-bufy  temper,  that  I  ferioufly 
recommend  a  fiinilar  attempt  to  all  my 
fifters  of  the  quill  whenever  they  find 
themfelves  tormented  by  an  exuberance 
of  fpleen,  or  haunted  by  the  refllefs 
fiend  ambition.  Many  ferious  mifchiefs 
have  originated  from  ill-diredled  adivity; 
and  I  am  perfuaded  it  would  be  more 

expedient 
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expedient  to  mar  a  few  yards  of  canvafs, 
like  our  induftrious  grandmothers,  than 
to  dabble  in  the  abflrufe  fciences,  to  in- 
dulge in  the  wild  reveries  of  fi^lion,  or 
to  fport  with  the  fair  fame  of  others,  ac- 
cording to  the  prefent  method  of  exer- 
cifmg  female  ingenuity.  It  will  be  fet 
down  as  one  of  my  whims  I  know,  yet 
I  cannot  help  adding,  that  I  think  the 
needle  'd.fafer  implement  than  the  pen. 

To  go  on  with  my  family  affairs.  My 
cat  occupies  the  fame  corner  of  my  fire- 
fide  which  (he  did  many  years  ago,  and 
Betty  and  I  continue  very  well  fatisfied 
with  each  other.  'Tis  true,  her  long 
waift,  fquare  handkerchief,  and  clear 
muflin  apron,  look  very  Gothic  among 
the  genteel  drefles,  long  trains,  and  nod- 
ding plumes  of  the  better  fort  of  Dan- 
bury  Abigails,  who  1  know  have  affirmed 
that  (he- is  defolate  of  common  fenfe.  I 
have,  however,  an  high  opinion  of  her 
underftanding  \  for  flie  is  conftantly  of 

my 
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my  way  of  thinking ;  and  whenever  I 
declaim  againft  the  times,  fhe  pro- 
nounces them  *^  worfe  and  worfe,''* 

Since  I  had  laft  the  honour  of  ad- 
drefling  my   readers,   the   famenefs   of 
the  Danbury  parties  has  been  reheved 
by  a  vifit   from  Lady  Fitzjohn,  who, 
accompanied  by  her  only  daughter,  Mifs 
MeHfandriania,     pafled    great    part    of 
a  fummer  with   her  coufm  Mrs.  Inkle. 
Mr.    Artremidorus   Fitzjohn    was  alfo 
expeded  to  fpend  a  few  days  with  us  ; 
but,  unluckily,    that   gentleman   drove 
up  in  his   curricle  at  the  very  inftant 
when  Mr.  Inklewas  tying  up  a  brown 
paper  parcel,  and  making  his  final  bow 
to  a  market  cuftomer  ;  which  fo  (hocked 
Mr.  Fitzjohn's  feelings,  that  he  deter- 
mined to  cut  the  vifit,  as  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  for  him  to   breathe  the  fame  at- 
mofphere  with   a   retailer   of  tape,   as 
flifF  and  precife  as   his  own  buckram. 
He  could    oaly   devour    Mrs.   Inkle's 

early 
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early  ftrawberries,  (which,  with  a  judi- 
cious fmackj  he  determined  to  be  hardly 
eatable,)  before  he  reooUeded  an  en- 
gagement that  he  had  made  with  his 
friend  Sir  Bronze  Harpy,  to  meet  him 
at  Brighton ;  a  circumftance  which  had 
entirely  flipped  his  memory  till  that  in- 
ftant.  In  vain  did  Mrs.  Inkle  obferve, 
that  all  the  Danbury  young  ladies 
counted  of  dancing  with  him  at  the 
aflembly ;  in  Vain  did  the  fair  Melifan- 
driania  intreat  him,  in  a  loud  whifper, 
not  to  leave  her  in  fuch  a  deiejiahle 
place;  maugre  the  frown  which  gra- 
dually overcail  the  luminous  rotund  of 
Lady  Fitz John's  countenance,  Mr.  Ar- 
tremidorus  was  inexorable.  His  horfes 
were  ordered  to  be  put  to,  and  the  only 
proof  he  gave  of  being  guilty  of  the 
•weaknefs  of  domeliic  complaifance,  was 
a  promife  to  remember  his  fifter's  mef- 
fage  to  Sir  Bronze.  My  regard  to 
female  delicacy  would  have  induced  me 

to 
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to  fupprefs  it ;  but  as  the  Lady  hallooed 
it  from  the  top  of  the  (lairs,  it  was  evi- 
dently not  meant  to  be  a  fecret.  "  Tell 
"  Harpy,"  faid  fhe,  *'  that  I  think  him  a 
"  divine  fellow,  and  that  I  am  dying  to 
•'  fee  him  at  Fitzjohn  Place.*' 

I  had  been  well  acquainted  with  Lady 
Firzjohn  when  (he  was  only  Kitty  Mug. 
gletcn,  and  Mis.  Inkle  obligingly  in- 
vited me  to  meet  my  old  friend.  Her 
Lady(hip  received  me  with  the  moft  afFa- 
ble  condefcenfion,  and  I  had  the  honour 
to  cut  into  the  half-crown  whifi:  table. 
Thefe  diflindlions  fo  elated  me,  that  I 
foolifhly  repeated  feveral  anecdotes  of 
our  childi(h  years,  which  proved  her 
Ladyfhip  to  be  about  my  own  age,  and 
not  always  to  have  been  my  fuperior. 
The  important  fcenes  in  which  fhe  had 
fince  figured,  obliterated  all  traces  of 
thofe  events,  and  I  had  caufe  to  lament 
my  own  tenacious  memory,  fmce  at  my 
future  vifits  I  could  never  obtain  more 

than 
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than  a  "  how  d'ye,"  accompanied  by  a 
very  low  curtefy  ;  and,  after  many  ufe- 
lefs  effoits  to  rejoin  the  patricians,  I 
was  forced  to  content  myfelf  with  the 
fecond-rate  praife  of  being  good-natured 
to  young  people,  by  joining  the  com- 
merce table,  which  was  formed  for  Mifs 
Melifandriania's  amufement  whenever 
that  young  Lady  did  not  choofe  to  edify 
us  ruftics  by  fmging,  playing,  reciting 
verfes,  or  placing  herfelf  in  interefting 
languid  attitudes. 

Sometimes,  to  diverfify  the  fcene,  Mrs. 
Inkle's  route  was  changed  to  a  conver- 
fazione.  I  am  not  ufed  to  thefe  latter 
entertainments,  and  can  only  defcribe 
the  one  at  which  myfelf  and  all  the 
Danbury  Ladies  officiated  in  the  humble 
capacity  of  hearers.  The  amufement 
confided  in  inquiries  made  by  Mrs. 
Inkle, '  and  anfwers  given  by  the  Fitz- 
Johns,  fomewhat  in  the  ftyle  of  the 
chorus  in  the  Greek  dramas ;  for   by 

this 
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this  means  we,  the  auditors,  were  fully 
informed  of  every  thing  relating  to  the 
tafte,    grandeur,   munificence,    fplendid 
connexions,    and    aQonifhing    merit   of 
the  Fitz Johns.     Thefe  tidings  produced 
an  eilect  upon  the  company  almofl  fimi- 
lar  to  an  eledrical  (hock.     We  all  re- 
colletted    inftances   of  our  own  negli- 
gence with  horror ;  and  when  we  were 
aflured    that  Lord   Glanville  honoured 
Sir   Peter   with    the   ftridefl:   intimacy, 
and  that  Lady  Caroline   was  never  eafy 
when  abfent  from  her  fweet  friend  Me- 
lifandriania,  our  own   ignorance  of  eti- 
quette and  inattention  to  people  of  fuch 
fafhion  covered  us  with  confufion,  espe- 
cially when  Mr.  Inkle,  who  aflifted  the 
fhop-boy   in  handing  round   the  fylla- 
bubs,  whifpered  me,  that  it  was  all  true  ; 
her  Ladyfhip  having  juft  ordered  three 
hundred  yards  of  pink  callico   to  fur- 
ni(h  her  attics,  which  (he  thought  would 
be  good  enough  for  fleeping  rooms  for 

humble 
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humble  coufins,  Liverpool  merchants, 
geniufes,  dancing  mafters,  and  other 
odd  people,  whom  nobody  cared  about. 
I  can  hardly  defcribe  the  agreeable 
agitation  which  the  appearance  of  the 
Fitz Johns  caufed  at  Danbury.  To  be 
fure,  we  were  a  littk  kvere  upon  thu  poor 
Inkles,  fometimes  blaming  their  extra- 
vagance for  keeping  fuch  high  company, 
and  fometimes  wondering  why  they,  of 
all  people  in  the  world,  fliould  be  fo 
lucky  as  to  have  fuch  great  relations. 
We  foreboded  that  next  year  they  too 
would  certainly  commence  gentlefolks, 
retire  upon  their  fortunes,  fet  up  their 
buggy,  and  leave  the  (hop  to  Jack 
Dapper,  their  apprentice.  Nay,  we  faw 
convincing  proofs  of  the  judnefs  of  our 
predictions,  in  the  confequential  tie  of 
Jack's  cravat,  and  the  important  curl  of 
his  brutus.  Thus  we  prophefied,  but 
like  CafTandra  prophefied  in  vain,  or 
rather  with  lefs  perfed  infight  into  fu- 
turity 
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turity  than  the  famed  Trojan  fair.  De- 
ceived by  the  glare  of  tinfel,  we  miflook 
it  for  genuine  gold,  and  thus  formed 
our  auguries  from  falfe  prognoflics.  In 
the  next  chapter  I  fliall  introduce  the 
reader  to  a  more  intiaiate  acquaintance 
with  Lady  Fitzjohn,  who  will  make  a 
diftinguifhed  figure  in  thefe  pages,  being, 
like  FalftafF,  not  "  only  witry  herfelf^ 
^'  but  the  caufe  of  wit  in  others." 
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CHAP.    11. 

A  wman  offuperior  genius  is  introduced* 
Her  hujband  gains  the  acme  of  connu* 
bial felicity  by  lofing  all  refponfibility. 

The  maiden  name  of  Lady  Fitzjohn, 
1  have  already  obferved,  was  Muggle- 
ton.  Her  father  was  an  honeft  induf- 
trious  farmer  ;  whofe  frugal  Ihabits  en- 
abling him  to  referve  fifty  pounds  a  year, 
he  fagacioufly  determined  that  his  only 
child,  the  heirefs  of  fuch  immenfe 
wealth,  (hould  pofTefs  the  blefling  of 
a  good  education.  His  wife,  to  whom 
he  communicated  his  fcheme,  feconded 
it  with  all  the  eloquence  that  (he  pof- 
fefled,  and  quoted  the  motto  which  her 
fcnool-mafter  had  written  in  her  com- 
mon prayer-book,  that  "  Learning  was 
II  "  better 
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"  belter  than  houfe  and  land."  Becaufe, 
as  the  adage  obferves, 

"  When  houfe  and  land  are  gore  and  fpent, 
*'  Then  learning  is  moft  e.vcellent.'* 

*'  Therefore,  hufband,"  continued  the 
good  dame,  ''  we  will  turn  off  Sue, 
"  and  ril  do  all  the  work  myfelf,  and 
"  moil  and  toil  early  and  late ;  only  let 
**  Kitty  have  a  good  edicationV 

The  defign  was  excellent,  but  the 
means  to  accomplifli  it  were  ill  chofen. 
Deceived  by  a  fpecious  advertifement  of 
the  Mifs  MacFrifkys,  in  which  they 
promifed  to  take  the  moft  exemplary 
care  of  the  morals  of  all  the  young  ladies 
who  were  entrufted  to  them,  in  an  evil 
hour  Kitty  Muggleton  was  removed 
from  her  father's  ruftic  dwelling,  and 
exchanged  her  homefpun  duft-gown  for 
a  hanging  fleeve  coat,  and  laced  peak, 
her  domedic  employments  for  learning 
bad  French,  executing  miferable  draw- 
ings, 
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mgs,  and  fqualling  out  of  all  time 
and  tune,  under  the  diredllon  of  the  Mifs 
MacFrifkys ;  and  this  with  the  view  of 
receiving  a  good  education. 

Befide    thefe    oftenfible    accomplifh- 
ments,  many  others  were  taught  at  the 
above  academy.     The  governefles  were 
the  prettied  women  in  the  parifh,  and 
of  courfe  attraded  the  greateft  number 
of  beaux.     As  there  was  an  indecorum 
in  permitting  children  to  witnefs  all  the 
flirtation  fcenes  which  were  confequent 
to   the  above  circumftance,  the  pupils 
were  difmilTed   to   the  fchool-room,  to 
learn  their  tafks ;  where  all  who  did  not 
liften  at  the  parlour  door  indulged  in 
that  freedom  which  refults  from  the  ab- 
fence  of  all  reflraint.     Folly  and  vice  are 
contagious ;    and   the  evil  qualities   of 
vanity,  envy,  and  prejudice,  foon  fpread 
through   the   feminary.     But,   what  is 
ftill  more  to  be  lamented,  cunning  was 
made  to  predominate,  even  in  the  mod 
12  artlcfs 
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artlefs  and  ehchanting  period  of  humaiv 
exiftence.  A  fpirit  of  intrigue  is  fpeedily 
diffufed ;  and  if  one  honefl  girl  objed:ed 
to  a  projeci:  for  deceiving  the  governefles, 
her  fcruples  were  filenced  by  afking  her, 
if  (he  forgot  that  Mifs  Nelly  MacFrifky 
told  her  elder  fifter  that  (he  was  gone  to 
market,  when  the  whole  fchool  knew 
fhe  had  been  walking  in  the  grove  with 
Captain  Splatterdafli. 

Mifs  Muggleton  fpent  feven  years  in 
this  feminary,  in  which  time  (he  worked 
a  map  of  England,  embroidered  a  fire- 
fcreen,  finiflied  a  piece  which  fome 
called  the  head  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Glyn, 
and  others  miftook  for  an  owl,  almoft' 
conflrued  one  of  Fontaine's  fables, 
learned  to  fmg  half  an  Italian  fong, 
painted  one  fide  of  a  tiffany  petticoat, 
and  nearly  finifhed  a  fillagree  tea-caddy. 
Befide  thefe  attainments,  fhe  had  im- 
bibed a  fovereign  contempt  for  her  father 

VOL  I.  c  and 
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and   mother,    an   abhorrence  of  rural 
fcenes,     a    difrelifli     for  fimple    plea- 
fures,  a   tafte  for  expence,  a  habit  of 
deceit,  and  an  opinion  that  Mifs  Mug- 
gletoH  was  the  firft  perfon  in  the  world. 
The  next  fev^n  years  of  the  young 
kdy's  life  were  fpent  in   chagrin  and 
ennui.     Though  her  merit  and  beauty 
were  indifputable,  no  Sir  John  Languifh 
nor  Lord  Tremor  had  yet  fought  out  her 
fylvan  retreat  to  make   her  the  tender 
of  his  hand  ancj  fortune.     And  yet  the 
novels  which  flie  had  fludied  at  Mifs 
MacFrilky's  convinced    her    that    fuch 
events  were  not  only  pojjihley  but  proba- 
Me.     As  the  fault  could  not  lie  either 
in  herfelf  or  the  unknown  gentleman, 
it  mufl  be  in  her  father  and  mother ; 
who,  to  fay  the  truth,  were  fuch  glumpijh 
aukward  beings,  as  no  man  of  fafhion 
would  chopfe  to  be  allied  to.     'Tis  true, 
in  compliance  with  her  earned  folicita- 

tions. 
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tlons,  Mafter  Muggleton  had  modern- 
ized fo  far  as  to  have  a  chitterhn  tacked 
into  his  holland  fliirt,  and  to  diminifli 
the  cufF  of  his  Sunday  coat ;  and  his 
wife,  though  with  infinite  reludance, 
permitted  her  new  chintz  pattern  gowa 
to  train  upon  the  ground  two  inches ;  but 
the  good  houfewife  was  fo  Ihocked  at 
this  extravagance,  that  the  moment  (he 
thought  no  one  obferved  her,  fhe  care- 
fully pinned  it  up,  and,  maugre  her 
daughter's  obje£lions  to  fuch  grofs  vul- 
garity, (he  would  boaH:  that  this  dex- 
terous management  kept  it  one  whole 
fummer  out  of  the  wafli-tub.  In  fhort, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Muggleton  were  boors  in 
grain,  and  there  was  no  fuch  thing  as 
improving  them.  Confequently  neither 
his  Lordfhip  nor  Sir  John  arrived. 

After  waiting  for  them,  as  I  before  ob- 
ferved, feven  long  years,  Mifs  Muggle- 
ton turned  her  eyes  toward  lefs  briUiant 
c  2  objeds.j 
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objedls  ;  and  after  fucceffively  peeping  at 
recruiting  officers,  Dr«  Dilletanti  our 
fmart  phyfician,  and  even  at  Mr.  Me- 
dium himfelf,  then  newly  placed  in  his 
paftoral  office,  fhe  declared  that  Dan- 
bury  was  nothing  better  than  a  burying 
-place  for  the  living,  and  that  fhe  would 
be  immured  in  fuch  a  fepulchral  vault 
no  longer.  Her  father  and  mother,  all 
aftonifliment,  that  Kitty  fhould  not  be 
happy,  when  fhe  had  had  fuch  a  good 
education,  and  led  as  eafy  a  life  as  any 
gentlewoman  would  wifh  to  do,  readily 
granted  her  intreaty  to  pay  a  vifit  to  a 
relation  who  lived  in  a  large  manufadur- 
ing  town ;  and  about  three  months 
after,  we  were  greeted  with  the  furpriz- 
ing  tidings,  that  Kitty  Muggleton  was 
was  actually  become  Mrs.  Jones. 

As  curiofity  mufl  be  excited  to  know 
the  hiftory  of  the  happy  man  thus  hlejfed 
with  an  help-mate,  I  muft  inform  the 

reader 
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reader,  that  Mr.  Peter  Jones  was  by 
trade  a  wholelale  ironmonger,  and  in 
the  eftimation  of  all  his.  neighbours,  a 
very  luarm  man.  Having  paiTed  through 
life  to  his  five-and-fortieih  year  in  the 
folirary  ilate  of  fingltnefs,.  he  began  to 
confidsr,  that  as  he  had  now  got  every 
thing  very  comfortable  about  him,  he 
might  as  well  make  himfelf  quite  happy ^ 
by  choofmg  an  agreeable  companion. 
Beauty  he  did  not  care  for,  fortune  he 
did  not  want,  wit  he  judged  would  be 
rather  inconvenient ;  but  a  fweet,  gentle, 
complying  temper  was  indifpenfable^ 
For  though  Mr.  Jones  knew  that  mar- 
riage was  a  change  of  condition,  he  by 
no  means  underftood  that  bondage  mud 
fupply  the  place  of  freedom.  On  the 
contrary,  he  was  a  (launch  aflertor  of 
prerogative  ;  and,  notwithflanding  that 
the  theoretical  government  of  bache* 
lors'  wives  is  ufed  for  a  proverb,  Mr. 
c  3  Jpnes^ 
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Jones  had  laid  dowii  fuch  infallible  rules 
for  the  management  of  his  wife,  as  muft 
even  fubdue  a  Xantippe.  But,  not 
wholly  depending  on  their  fuccefs,  he 
alfo  refolved  to  be  wary  in  his  choice ; 
and  fixed  upon  Mifs  Muggleton,  be^ 
caufe  fhe  was  the  mod  good-humoured 
compliant  creature  that  he  ever  faw. 

I  am  not  an  entire  convert  to  the  uti- 
lity of  the  dodrine  of  conjugal  non- re- 
finance; and,  though  "  unreproving'* 
is  in  the  eftimation  of  the  fuperior  fex, 
the  befl  epithet  that  can  be  beftowed  on. 
a  wife,  I  think  there  are  terms  which 
would  better  defcribe  her  complicated 
duties.  I  am  not  going  to  fubftitute 
fcolding^  or  even  grumbling  ;  for  I  fhould 
not  only  be  unwilling  to  have  my  works 
burnt  by  every  majier  of  a  family  into 
whofe  hands  they  may  happen  to  fall, 
but  becaufe  I  think  that  female  influence 
is   better   promoted   by    the   propriety 

and 
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and  gentleners,  than  by  the  volubih'ty  or 
afperity  of  our  remarks.  But  I  wifli, 
from  the  moft  patriotic  motives,  to  a(k 
thofe  hufbands  who  have  been  through 
life  the  tremendous  baOiaws  of  their 
own  fire-fides,  if  they  really  are  become 
happier  by  never  having  been  contra- 
dicted (or,  as  I  (hould  rather  term  it, 
induced  to  alter  their  opinions')  by  their 
wedded  partners  ?  Have  their  colloquial 
comforts  increafed,  in  proportion  as 
terror  filenced  every  diflenting  opinion  ? 
When  their  chair  was  exadly  fixed  to 
their  own  mind,  the  fire  put  out  or  in- 
creafed according  to  their  commands,  and 
candles  forbidden  v/hen  the  family 
begged  they  might  be  hghted,  when 
their  own  accommodation  was  exciu- 
fively  fludied,  and  every  one  elfe  oL-liged 
to  facrifice  their  comforts,  and  to  fink 
into  profound  filence  and  trembling 
awe — have  thefe  lords  paramount  felt 
c  4  very 
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very  happy  ?  I  have  known  inftances  of 
people  who  had  their  own  way  till  they 
became  abfolutely  miferable,  and  reco-- 
vered  their  peace  of  mind  by  fubmit- 
ting  to  the  direclion  of  others. 

Will  the  reader  indulge  me  in  a  grave 
remark  ? — Providence  intended  us  to  be 
fecial  beings.  We  have  humours  and 
propenfities  which  nothing  but  collifion 
with  the  humours  and  propenfities  of 
others  can  rub  off.  If  a  perfon  lives 
fecluded  from  the  world,  and  in  the 
conftant  pradice  of  felf-indulgence,  he 
not  only  acquires  many  unpleafant  fin- 
gularities,  but  alfo  generally  turns  a  felf- 
tormentor.  Good-fenfe  is  no  preferva- 
tive  againft  the  former;  even  genuine 
piety  often  proves  infufficient :  and  as  to 
genius,  it  m.oftly  increafes  the  evil ;  for 
the  proud  confidence  which  it  feels  in  its 
own  powers  generally  makes  it  culpa- 
bly penurious  in  its  refpect  to  the  judg- 
ment 
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ment  of  others.  I  have  rarely  met  with 
a  perfon  of  fuperior  abilities,  without 
wiihing  that  I  durfl:  point  out  fome  dif- 
agreeable  peculiarity  contraded  through 
inattention.  With  refped  to  the  mo- 
rofenefs  which  fo  generally  attends  the 
iludy  of  felf-gratificationy  it  is  eafily  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fame  principle  which 
makes  petted  children  peevifh  I  doubt 
not  but  my  readers  are  now  convinced,, 
that  from  my  laudable  defire  to  make 
Mr.  Jones  amiable  and  happy,  I  fhall 
admit  his  lady  to  at  lead  an  occafional 
exercife  of  the  fovereign  power.  But  I 
mud  make  one  more  deprecatory  re- 
mark before  I  proceed  in  my  narrative, 
by  declaring  that  the  foregoing  obferva- 
tions  are  not  defigned  to  extend  to  thofe 
gentlemen  who  are  too  good  to  want  a 
monitor,  and  too  vjifc  ever  to  fall  into 
error.  But  as  their  numbr  cannot  be 
Tery  great,  and  probably  does  not  much 
c  5  exceed 
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exceed  the  few  of  my  ov;n  fex  whofe 
minds  are  too  gentle  to  frame  a  reproof, 
I  leave  them  as  proper  partners,  excel- 
lently adapted  to  each  other,  and  I  fo- 
lemnly  pronounce,  that  only  fucb  a  man 
can  deferve  fuc/j  a  woman. 

'  JV.  B.  As  I  am  a  very  great  admirer  of  all 
the  extraordinary  produdlions  of  nature, 
I  fhall  be  much  obliged  to  any  one  who 
will  certify  the  a6lual  extftence  of  either 
of  the  above  rare  varieties  in  the  human 
fpecies. 

To  return  from  this  long,  and,  from 
one  of  my  fifterhood,  unfuitable  digref^- 
fion,  though  I  think  an  occafional  and 
difcreet  remonftrance  allowable  to  my 
own  fex,  and  very  falutary  and  whole- 
fome  to  the  other,  yet  I  by  no  means 
approve  of  young  ladies  throwing  out 
the  lure  of  over-abundant  gentlenefs,  to 
attra£l  lovers  who  cannot  be  captivated 
by  any  other  quality.    Deceit  is  a  moft 

dreadful 
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dreadful  foundation  on  which  to  build  a 
permanent  connexion,  and  I  neither 
approve  of  a  painted  face,  nor  a  var- 
nifhed  mind.  Mifs  Muggleton,  as  I 
have  before  faid,  had  been  taught  to 
fubflitute  art  for  virtue.  While  her 
aim  was  to  get  a  good  eftablifhment,  fhe 
confined  the  exercife  of  this  faculty  to 
the  likelieft  means  of  facilitating  her 
grand  defign.  She  had  (leered  through 
all  the  changes  of  languifhing,  indig- 
nant, fprightly,  and  affable  beauty, 
without  making  one  capture.  At  laft 
fhe  bethought  hetfelf  of  holding  out 
xht placid  colours,  and  Peter  Jones  (truck 
his  flag  immediately. 

Every  obfervation  which  the  ena- 
moured fwain  made  on  his  miftrefs  dur- 
ing courtfliip,  confirmed  his  admiration 
of  her  meeknefs  and  his  own  wonder- 
ful penetration.  He  fpoke  about  money 
c  6  ^affairs  y. 
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affairs  j  fhe  begged  him  to  believe  that 
(he  was  not  a  mercenary  creature,  whofc 
heart  could  be  purchafed  by  fordid  gold. 
Happinefs   was   all  her  wifh ;  (lie  was 
convinced  Mr.  Jones  had  fuch  true  ge- 
nerofity,  that  he  would  choofe  his  wife 
to  appear  like  other   people ;  and   fhc 
was  perfuaded  too  that  he  would  not 
wifh  to  have  the  tender  interchange  of 
well-conforted  fouls  often  interrupted  by 
demands  for  money.     But  in  all  thefe, 
things  his  opinions  would  be  hers.     As 
to  a  future  provifion,  if  (he  fhould  be  fo 
unfortunate  as  to  furvive  him — but  that 
was    impoifible. — Jon^  3  felt    the    tear 
which    trickled    down    the    charmer^^ 
cheek  at  that  inflant  melt  his  **  very 
*'  heart  of  heart  ;^"  and  the  next  day, 
after  prefenting  her  with  a  fettlement  of 
five  thoufand  pounds,  and  a  deed  for 
one  hundred  a-year  pin  money,  he  ex> 

preffed 
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preffed  his  impatience  to  tafte  the  fweets 
ofdomeftic  happinefs,  and  begged  for 
an  early  day. 

I  verily  believe  the   "^  fweets  of  do- 
"  medic  happinefb"  to  be  fomewhat  of 
the  fame  fpecies  of  fruit  with  the  apples 
of  Tantaluv^ ;   for  I  have  obferved,  that- 
thofe  who  are  moft  impatient  to  obtain 
them  rarely  find  their  longings  gratified- 
The  honey-moon  had  fcarcely  waned  be* 
fore  Jones  had  reafon  to  doubt  his  own 
penetration.     Storms  obfcured  the  luflre 
of  the  bride'^s  countenance  ;   he  faw  with 
aflonifiiment  that  fhe  could  frown,  and 
he   heard    with    terror    the    endearing 
phrafe  of  "  Jufl  as  it  is  agreeable  to  yoa 
"  fir,"  changed  into  "  indeed,  my  dear, 
"  it  ?nu/l  be  fo.'*     Determined  to  main- 
tain his  juft  rights,  Jones  remonftrated, 
talked  of  gratitude,  artifice,  and  ufed  a 
few   other     ill-founding    words.        But, 
horror  on    horror !    he  now  difcovered 
that  the  lady  was  a  wit,  (killed  in  argu- 
ment. 
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ment,  well  read  in  books,  and  particiu 
larly     happy     in     pointing    a    retort. 
What  in  this  cafe  could  the  poor  huf- 
band  do  ;  out-talked  in  every  argument, 
and  even  left  little  hope  of  fuccefs  if  he 
had  recourfe  to  more  violent  meafures ! 
for    his    diminutive    fize    and    llender 
frame  could  not  make  any  powerful  ufe 
of  tht  Jiick^  which  it  is  aflerted  (I  know 
not  how  juilly)  the  law  of  the  land  per- 
mits the  huiband  to  refort  to  in  cafes  of 
great  emergency ;  and  the  caufe  of  the 
X  weaker  fex  was  in  this  inflance  defended 
by  a  fair  Amazon,  whofe  figure,  voice, 
and  look,   when  fhe  armed  for  combar, 
announced  the  confcious  Thaleftris. 

The  little  body  of  Mr.  Jones  contain- 
ed however  a  mighty  foul ;  and  if  he  had 
belonged  to  a  club,  I  do  believe  he  would 
have  come  off  vidtorious :  but  as,  unhap- 
pily, he  never  thought  of  that  grand ' 
ally  for  refradory  hufbands,  he  could 
only  apply  to  a  folitary  bottle,  which  he 

found 
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found  of  little  ufe  ;  for  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion as  it  raifed  his  fpirits  to  the  point 
of  magnanimity,  it  deprived  his  tongue 
of  the  power  of  utterance ;  and  a  very 
'valiant  man  who  can  neither  (land  nor 
fpeak,  may  as  well  be  a  coward.  But 
what  was  flill  worfe,  the  next  morning, 
during  the  period  of  naufea  and  head- 
ache, his  faithful  confort  conftantly  at- 
tended, and  plied  him  with  water-gruel 
and  mortification  in  equal  quantities. 
Harafled  by  contefls  in  which  the  enemy 
gained  frelh  ftrength,  Mr.  Jones  at 
length  founded  a  parley.  The  fair  vic- 
tor refolved  only  to  accede  to  fuch  terms 
as  ihould  cut  oflF  the  pojftbility  of  all  fu- 
ture refiftance,  and  determined  not  to 
be  contented  with  the  conditions  that 
all  prudent  girls  exped  when  they  marry 
old  bachelors.  Befide  getting  rid  of 
all  the  old  fervants,  old  furniture,  and 
old  cultoms,  (he  required  him  to  make 
a  total  furrender  of  himfelf,  his  family, 

and 
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and  fortune.  She  reminded  him  of  the 
honour  done  him  by  a  perfon  of  her 
tafte  and  judgment,  and  fhe  thundered 
in  his  ears  the  modern  difcovery,  that 
the  fceptre  of  government  belongs  to 
whichever  fex  pofleffes  fuperior  under- 
ftanding.  I  am  not  fpeaking  of  that 
fymbol  which  is  adorned  by  the  dove 
and  olive  branch,  fince  that  fometimes 
Jlides  unobferved  into  the  hand  of  real 
gentlenefs,  bur  of  the  infignia  of  real 
abfolute  undifguifed  dominion, 

*'  Nature,  my  life,"  faid  this  endear' 
ing  creature,  "  has  not  given  you  that 
dignity  and  difcernment  which  will  en« 
title  you  to  take  the  lead.  I  confider 
your  comfort,  love,  when  I  aflure  you^. 
that  you  will  only  puzzle  your  poor  head 
by  thinking  about  what  you  never  can 
comprehend.  You  mufl:  let  me  do  as  I 
pleafe,  and  depend  upon  it  V\\  make 
you  a  man  of  confequence."  A  remon- 
flrattce  of  this-  kind,  delivered  with  a 

fwing 
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fwing  of  the  right  arm,  was  certainly 
uiianlwerable,  and  Mrs.  Jones  became 
"  King,  Glamis,  Cawdor,  all  1*'  - 

I  will  not  minutely  defcribe  the  revo- 
lution which  followed  in  Mr.  Jones's 
appearance,  manners,  houfe,  and  family  ; 
nor  will  I  enlarge  upon  the  comforts 
which  his  lady's  fuperintendence  be- 
fiowed  upon  him.  As  he  mud  know 
what  they  were,  I  dare  fay  he  properly 
appreciated  their  value,  I  (hall  confine 
myfelf  to  one  improvement,  in  which 
her  genius  (hone  forth  with  full  brillian- 
cy. Among  the  many  difagreeable 
changes  incident  to  this  lady's  change  of 
fituation,  her  new  name  feemed  iiiofl: 
intolerable.  It  is  true,  Muggleton  had 
nothing  very  muHcal,  or  very  fonorous 
in  its  cadence  ;  but  it  was  dillinguifhed 
by  three  fyllables,  and  with  fome  pretty 
appellative,  fuch  as  Catherina,  before  it, 
it  did  not  look  unrefpedable  at  the  bot- 
tom of  a  letter.     But   a    vile  plebeian   ' 

n:iono- 
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monofy liable,  the  conftant  aflbclate  oF 
Newgate  calendars  and  ridiculous  (lories,, 
plain  Jones,  and  nothing  but  Jones,  was 
infull^erable.  She  really  wondered  how 
(lie  could  in  a  iveak  moment  confent  to 
be  called  by  this  degrading  term. 

In  the  midft  of  her  defpair,  my  quon* 
dam  friend  recolleded  many  happy  in- 
fiances  of  fuccefsful  geniufes,  who  had 
pruned  or  amphfied  their  family  names, 
till  the  mod  barbarous  and  vulgar  ac- 
quired a  genteel  orthography.  Nothing 
fliort  of  fuperlative  (kill  could  make  any 
thing  of  fuch  an  unpromifing  compo- 
fition  as  Jones ;  but  what  will  not  tafte 
and  induflry  atchieve  ?  She  refolved  to 
vifit  the  humble  village  in  which  her 
hufband  firft  faw  the  light,  and  where 
his  family  had  long  refided  in  contented 
obfcurity,  unagitated  by  the  anxieties, 
which  dedroyed  the  repofe  of  their  more 
opulent  but  lefs  happy  defcendant. 
The  regifler,  the  parifii  writings,  werg 

fearchedl 
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fearched  in  vain.  It  was  Jones  handed 
down  from  father  to  fon.  Jones 
churchwarden  was  painted  in  yellow 
ochre  on  the  church  wall,  and  no  va- 
rious readings  occurred.  Nay,  as  if 
Fortune  was  in  her  worfl:  mood.  Dame 
Jones's  receipt  for  a  plumb-pudding, 
and  Madam  Margery  Jones's  eye-water, 
were  preferved  by  oral  tradition,  and 
perpetuated  the  remembrance  of  the 
name  and  family. 

But  in  an  obfcure  corner  of  the 
church-yard,  a  mutilated  grave-flone 
revived  my  heroine's  hopes.  It  was 
ereded  to  the  memory  of  John  Joan, 
hufband  of  Fraz  Joan  of  that  parifh  ^ 
and,  though  it  only  proved  the  incor- 
reftnefs  of  the  engraver,  the  lady's  vivid 
imagination  inftancly  fuggefled  that  this 
abbreviation  of  Frances  mud  meaa 
Fitz.  The  clerk,  who  was  alfo  fexton^ 
and  fchoolmafter  to  the  parifh,  convinced 
by  weighty  arguments,  confirmed  the  dif- 

covery  j^ 
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covery  ;  and  as  the  words  might  be  mif- 
placed,  or  an  a  fiibftituted  for  an  h,  it 
was  plain  that  Jones  was  a  corruption  of 
Fitz-John. 

To  confirm  this  fuggeftion,  my  friend 
next  vifited  the  dwelling  of  her  huf- 
band's  anceftors,  and  found  indifputable 
maiks  that  it  had  been  a  baronial  re« 
fidence  400  years  ago.  She  magnified  a 
ditch  into  a  moat,  transformed  a  pigeon- 
houfe  into  a  watch-tower,  and  immor- 
talized  the  depredations  of  the  rats  by 
afcribing  their  injuries  to  the  aflfaults  of 
battering  cannon,  when  the  caltle  was 
befieged  during  the  baron's  wars.  A 
circumffance  which  had  juft  occurred 
enab'ed  her  to  embellifh  her  tale  with 
an  epifode,  which  always  accompanies 
the  defcription  of  a  caftle,  I  mean  a 
ghofl.  A  belief  that  the  old  hall  was 
haunted  was  very  general ;  and,  though 
it  originated  in  the  waggery  of  fome  idle 
boys,  who  had  exhibited  a  candle  in  the 
.  .  Ikeletaa 
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fkeleton  of  a  horfe's  head  of  an  evening, 
this  inventive  genius  brought  out  a  re- 
nowned Sr  Walter,  armed  cap-a-pee,who 
flalked  nightly  round  the  ancient  bounds 
of  his  demefne,  carrying  in  his  hand  the 
head  of  Ragodium  Logdum,  a  furious 
Scandinavian  chief  whom  he  had  killed 
in   fingle   combat.     The   circumftances 
of  this   rencontre,   fhe   obferved,  were 
preferved  in  the  village ;  the  ghofl,  fhe 
owned,  with  a  fmile,  was,  fhe  believed, 
the  addition  of  well-meaning  fuperftition, 
grateful  to  the  memory   of  a  deceafed 
benefador,  and  not  likely  to  impofe  on 
an  enlightened   underftanding.        She, 
however,  took   care  to    alter  and    ad- 
juft    its    drapery    every  time  that  fhe 
told  the  tale,  till  at  lafl:  fir  Walter  made 
as  terrific  an  appearance  as  any  phan- 
tom whom  the   magic   fkill  of  my  fair 
cotemporaries     has     called    from     its 
peaceful  grave  within  thefe  laft  twenty 
years. 

15  Soon 
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Soon  after  Mrs.  Fitz-John  returned 
from  this  excurfion,  her  hufband  was 
elevated  to  the  civic  chair  in  the  ancient 

and  honourable  borough  of  W and, 

as  if  it  were  determined  that  grandeur 
Ihould  precipitately  reach  its  zenith, 
Mr.  Mayor  was  changed  into  Sir  Peter, 
in  confequence  of  his  carrying  up  an  ad- 
drefs  to  court.  Nothing  now  was  want- 
ing to  crown  the  cup  of  connubial  blifs 
but  an  heir,  nor  was  that  bleffing  long 
implored  in  vain.  Yet  the  birth  of 
Mr.  Artremidorus  proved  a  frefh  fource 
of  humiliation  to  papa ;  for  when  Sir 
Peter  with  all  a  parent's  joy  clafped  the 
little  fellow  in  his  arms,  and  calling 
him  a  young  ironmonger,  protefted  he 
would  foon  learn  him  the  way  into  the 
ware-houfe,  the  delicate  nerves  of  his 
mother  were  fo  much  affedled  that  (lie 
fell  into  hyfterics,  nor  could  fhe  recover 
till  Sir  Peter  promifed  that  he  Ihould  be 
brought  up  quite  a  gentleman. 

2  The 
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The  following  year  produced  a  daugh- 
ter, and  the  chief  difficulty  attending 
the  young  lady's  appearance  was  to  find 
out  a  proper  name  for  her.  Nothing 
lefs  than  three  fyllables  could  be  en- 
dured. Cecilia  and  Geraldina  were 
alternately  thought  of;  but  a  chimney- 
fweeper  calling  his  two  daughters  by 
thofe  poetical  titles  in  Lady  Fitz- John's 
hearing,  fhe  determined  to  exercife  her 
invention  in  the  fabrication  of  a  name 
that  would  bid  defiance  to  plebeian  ar- 
ticulation, and  produced  Melifandriania 
to  the  great  difmay  of  Sir  Peter,  who  re- 
gretted that  his  children's  long  names 
made  it  impofTible  for  him  to  be  fond  of 
them. 

It  has  been  long  agreed,  that  the  plea- 
fures  of  anticipation  exceed  thofe  of 
poffefTion..  Lady  Fitz-John  afforded  an 
additional  inftance  of  the  truth  of  this 
obfervation.  Her  houfe  was  new  fur- 
niftied,  her  empire  was  undifputed,  and 

her 
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confequence    as    the    firft    perfon    in 

W was   too   firmly   eftablifhed    to 

fear  the  infidious  attacks  of  a  rival.  Yet 
the  difplay  of  tafte,  the  exercife  of  power, 
and  the  affumption  of  confequence, 
were  not  fpecifics  againil  difcontent* 
Even  the  mufical  found  of  "  your 
ladyfhip'*  ceafed  to  charm  when  it  be- 
came familiar ;  and  fome  other  method 
of  acquiring  diftindion  muft  be  reforted 
to,  or  the  world  would  think  her  gone 
to  fleep.  Fafhion  now  opened  a  new 
avenue  to  fame  5  education  became  the 
whim  of  the  day,  and  Lady  Fitz-John  re- 
folved  to  "  out- Herod  Herod"  in  the 
care  of  her  children. 

No  fooner  was  fhe  relieved  from  her 
laft  confinement,  than  fhe  devoted  her 
whole  time  to  the  perufal  of  fyftems  of 
education,  and  to  the  converfation  of 
literati.  Even  in  this  age  of  enlightened 
intelled,  the  number  of  thefe  luminaries 
is  not  fo  great  as  to  permit  a  conftellation 

to 
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to  be  vifible  in  every  fart  of  the'  hori* 
2on,  and  the  dull  meridian  of  W— — * 
could  only  boaft  one  folitary  ftar ;  but 
then  its  fplendor  announced  it  to  be  ail 
orb  of  the  firfl  magnitude.     Every  body 

at  W ,  that  is  to  fay  all  Lady  Fitz. 

John's  world,  pronounced  Mr.  Babble 
to  be  a  man  of  mod  aitonifhing  under- 
ftanding ;  their  jjeafons  for  thinking  fo 
proceeded  from  his  wearing  a  large 
broad-brimmed  hat,  a  pair  of  green  fpec- 
tacles,  long  flowing  hair  without  powder, 
and  from  his  confiantly  contradicting 
every  body. 

To  this  genius  Lady  Fiiz-John  deter- 
mined to  entruil  "  the  hope  and  ex- 
peclation"  of  her  illuftrious  houfe ;  and, 
having  been  told  that  education  fliould 
commence  with  our  exigence,  and  that 
infurmountable  prejudices  are  formed, 
and  tempers  inc  jrably  warped,  by  cir- 
cumflances  and  nliSciations  antecedent  x.(S 
the  childV  runniiig  alone,  fhe  refolved 

VOL.  I.  D  to 
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to  prevent  the  bad  efFeds  which  mufl: 
refult  from  the  fyftems  of  ignorant  fu- 
perftitious  nurfes,  by  immediately  fixing 
upon  a  domeftic  tutor.  She  accord- 
ingly entered  into  treaty  with  Mr. 
Babble,  x^ho  from  pure  philanthrophy 
qonfented  to  relinquifh  two  fchemes  that 
he  was  then  profecuting  ;  to  render  the 
winds  tradable  and  ftationary ;  and  to 
compound  a  chymical  tindure  which 
fhould  fo  operate  upon  the  vifcera,  as  to 
annihilate  anger  and  envy,  falfely  fup- 
pofed  7nental  qualities,  but  proved  by 
Mr.  Babble  to  be  mere  angular  and 
fpheroidkal  particles.  I  fay,  Mr.  Babble 
generoufly  abandoned  thefe  liberal 
ftudies  to  write  the  defired  ideas  on  the 
blank  minds  of  the  young  Fitz-Johns. 
For  this  eminent  profeiTor  of  the  fcience 
of  education  had  brought  his  art  to  fuch 
perfeftion,  that  he  only  defired  the  pa- 
rent to  let  him  know  what  charader  he 
was  to  form,  -and  he  promifed  that  his 

pupil 
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pupil  fliould  exhibit  It  as  exadly  as 
blancmange  does  the  fhape  of  the  mould 
in  which  it  cools. 

Lady  Fitz-John's  defires  were  chiefly 
limited  to  exterior  advantages.  She 
wiflied  her  fon  to  be  very  tall,  very  thin, 
and  with  fuch  an  air  of  high  faftiion, 
that  wherever  he  went  people  might 
fay,  "  There  goes  a  gentleman."  Sir 
Peter  begged  that  a  little  attention  to  the 
main  chance  might  be  thrown  in,  but 
both  his  lady  and  Mr.  Babble  fcouted  the 
illiberal  fuggeftion. 

The  daughter,  of  courfe,  was  to  be 
very  beautiful  and  highly  accomplifhed. 
I  forget  whether  either  of  the  children 
were  to  have  any  real,  intelledual,  or 
moral  qualities ;  but  they  w^ere  to  pof- 
fefs  that  happy  vcrfatility  and  enviable 
du£lility  of  character,  which  would  en- 
able them  to  adopt  the  reigning  fafhion 
both  in  mien  and  manners.  Her  lady- 
fiiip  added  with  a  figh,  that  fhe  would 
D  2  have 
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have  alfo  requefted  Mr.  Babble  to  give 
her  girl  vwit,  had  fhe  not  found  by  ex- 
perience that  a  fuperiority  of  genius  is 
incompatible  with  happinefs,  efpecially 
when  it  is  unequally  yoked  to  the  obtufe 
pericranium  of  imbecile  inanity.  Hov^r 
far  her  wilhes  were  fulfilled  time  will  dif- 
coveiJ*    ^ 
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CHAP.    III. 

Nccejfary  to  be  read  by  all  Mothers^  as  it 
contains  a  Synopfis  of  Education  on  a  li- 
beral Plan. 

•  Modern  philanthropy  has  been  excel- 
lently defcribed  under  the  figure  of  an 
allegorical  perfonage,  who  is  fo  bufily 
employed  in  fearching  for  diftant  ob- 
jects of  diftrefs,  that  (he  (lumbles  over 
a  pilgrim  that  came  to  folicit  immediate 
afliftance.  Mofl  of  the  virtues  of  the 
fame  fchool  are  fubjed  to  fimilar  dif- 
tortions  of  intellecl  j  they  are  either  en- 
grofifed  by  remote  contingencies  when 
they  (hould  be  ading  upon  prefent  cir- 
cumllances,  or  they  are  balancing  be- 
D  3  tween 
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tween    two  fuppofed   duties    whea   one 
real  one  requires  all  their  attention. 

The  only  domeflic  in  Sir  Peter's  fa- 
mily whofe  intered  had  with  flood  the  re- 
volutionary mandates  of  Lady  Fitz-John, 
was  old  Eleanor.  Her  placid  difpofition 
and  the  adive  protection  of  her  mafter, 
whoni  fhe  had  nurfed  when  an  infant, 
preferved  her  from  the  efFe£ls  of  that  ge- 
neral reform  which  the  new  fovereiga 
had  introduced^  Indeed  her  civil  docile 
manner  had  fomewhat  foftened  her 
lady^s  prejudices  againft  old  lumber ; 
and  ihe  was  at  lad  appointed  to  the  vice- 
gerency  of  the  nurfery,  under  a  convic- 
tion that  fuch  a  qidet  creature  would  be 
all  obedience  and  condefcenfion  to  Mr. 
Babble.  To  this  good  woman  the  little 
Fitz- Johns  owed  their  prefervation  du- 
ring their  infancy,  a  period  ahvays  dan- 
gerous, even  when  theoretical  philofo- 
phy  does  not  ftep  in  to  introduce  the 
accumulated  fuiierings  of  expermenU 

As 
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As  Mr.  Babble  profe (Ted  himfelf  to  be 
a  materlaliit,  his  plan  was  to  pinch  and 
pare  the  minds  of  his  pupils,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  Chinefe  do  the  foot, 
till  he  had  entirely  expunged  all  the 
inherent  vices  ;  he  then  propofed  to 
faflen  on  the  requifite  virtues.  But  the 
difficulty  was  to  make  Eleanor  under- 
Itand  his  fyftem. 

"  Patience,  temperance,  moderation, 
and  felf  command,"  faid  this  great  phi- 
lofopher  to  his  humble  coadjutor,  "  are 
nothing  more  than  an  arrangement  of 
certain  minute  particles  in  the  brain, 
which  we  call  ideas.  Now  thefe  atoms 
are  (truck  off  that  fubtle  ramification  of 
matter  which  is  termed  the  fenfitive 
foul  by  the  memory,  whofe  procefs  may 
be  aptly  compared  to  the  blackfmith's 
hammer  flriking  upon  red-hot  iron. 
You  have  ken  the  fparks  fly  ofl^,  nurfe. 
I  fuppofe  thofe  fparks  refenible  ideas, 
D  4  which, 
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which,  when  concatenated  or  hnked  to- 
gether in  a  chain  by  corroborating 
events,  form  habits,  which  are  errone- 
oufly  called  virtues.  You  underftand 
me,  nurfe?'' 

"  Not  very  well,  fir.  Pray  am  I  to 
take  mafter  and  mifs  to  the  blackfmiih's 
{hop  ?'' 

"  Phoo,  that  was  an  illuflration,  a 
fi mile.  Don't  you  know  how  to  dif- 
tinguifh  between  a  chain  of  argument 
and  an  illuftration  ?  This  is  a  very  ig- 
norant woman.  Lady  Fitz-Johri." 

"  ExcelTively  fo.  One  of  Sir  Peter's 
proteges.  I  keep  her  out  of  refpedl  to 
his  whims.  Poor  man !  he  never  is 
partial  to  any  but  great  fools.  But  I 
think,  inftead  of  attempting  to  explain 
your  views,  you  had  better  lay  down 
rules  which  fhe  mull  implicitly  obey: 
She  has  juPc  feaCe  enough  to  do  as  fhe  is 
bid." 

*«  Well 
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"  Well,  then,  nurfe,  when  the  chil. 
dren  are  hungry  you  are  never  to  feed 
them." 

*'  Good  lack  a-day,  fir !  pray  may  I 
alk  why  not  ?" 

"  Becaufe  that  is  the  time  for  you  to 
aflirt  the  memory  in  the  fublime  procefs 
that  I  have  been  defcribing.  Fading  will 
excite  bodily  pain  ;  and  the  more  in- 
tenfe  that  pain,  the  more  vehement  will 
be  the  operation  of  the  mind.  The 
mere  animal  will  be  fubdued  to  the  in- 
tellectual, or  as  1  call  it  the  fubtilized 
part  of  us ;  and  thus  we  fliall  lay  the 
foundations  of  thofe  habits  which  I  be- 
fore defcribed.'' 

"  But  the  dear  babies,  fir,  will  cry 
themfelves  to  death/' 

"  Let  them.  It  is  better  to  die  young, 
than  to  live  flaves  to  the  appetite.  The 
pafTions  mult  exhauH:  themfelveS  ;  and 
man  is  an  independent  being  from  hit 
firlt  exiflcnce.  It  is  the  very  zenith  of 
D  5  cruelty 
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cruelty  to  attempt  to  check  any  natural 
propenfity.  On  your  peril,  never  at- 
tempt to  pacify  them  when  they  choofc 
to  give  way  to  the  natural  ebullitions  of 
feeling/* 

"  Pray,  fir,  when  am  I  to  give  them 
any  viduals  I'* 

"  Whenever  they  do  not  exprefs  any 
defire  for  ,food.  For,  you  muft  knov/ 
that  eating  is  an  acquired  propenfity, 
and  may,  I  am  convinced,  be  eradicated 
in  childhood.  Cram  a  child  when  it 
loaths  food,  and  its  ftomach  rejeds  it. 
Indians  can  fubfift  on  a  much  fmaller 
proportion  of  food  than  Engliftimen. 
People  in  a  fiege  often  cook  old  boots, 
and  dine  upon  the  covers  of  their  arm- 
chairs. All  habit  you  fee.  Nothing  is 
plainer  than  this  fyllogifm ; '  The  ftomach 
may  be  brought  to  retrench  its  ufual 
quantity  of  food  ;  the  ftomach  may  be 
brought  to  digeft  any  thing ;  therefore 
Dvhat  we  call  food  is  not  neceflary  to 

animal 
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animal  life/  But  let  us  only  fuppofe 
that  we  could  be  taught  to  fubfill  on 
one  tenth-part  of  what  we  now  con- 
fume,  the  earth  would  then  be  able  to 
contain  ten  times  its  prefent  (lock  of  in- 
habitants, and  thus  human  happinefs 
would  multiply  tenfold.  I  hope  your 
ladyfliip  approves  thefe  dedudlions." 

Lady  Fitz-John  nodded  aflent.  To 
own  the  truth,  Mr.  Babble's  ideas 
puzzled  her  almoft  as  much  as  they 
did  Eleanor  ;  for  fhe  could  not  conceive 
that  people  of  fafhion  had  any  call  for 
patience,  moderation,  temperance,  or  felf- 
command.  But  as  the  flarving  fyftem  pro- 
mifed  to  make  Artremidorus  elegantly 
dim,  and  Melifandriania  fweetly  fair,  fhe 
ordered  Eleanor  to  remember  that  fhe  did 
not  wifh  hers  to  be  red,  vulgar-looking 
children.  After  this  hint  (he  took  up  a 
book  and  fixed  her  attention  on  her 
morning  fludies^ 

B  6  Eleanor 
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pleanor  curtefied,  wiped  away  a  tear, 
and  was  hurrying  away  to  efcape  from 
hearing  any  farther  injunftions. 

'«  Stay  I"  exclaimed  Babble.  "  My 
fyftem  attends  to  all  the  minutiae  of  edu- 
cation. You  muft  early  accuftom  them 
to  have  their  hours  of  reft  interrupted. 
Once  at  leaft  in  the  night,  when  they 
are  in  the  moft  profound  fleep,  take  them 
out  of  bed,  (hake  them  till  they  are  wide 
awake,  and,  to  fhew  them  that  you  are 
not  "exercifmg  any  capricious  tyranny, 
but  merely  ading  the  part  of  a  prefcient 
friend,  give  them  their  favourite  play- 
things.** 

"  O,  fir,  they  never  will  like  them  at 
fuch  a  ftrange  unfeafonable  hour." 

"  Yes  they  will,  unlefs  your  erroneous 
conduct  has  taught  them  caprice;  for 
what  a  reafonable  being  prefers  at  one 
time  it  will  at  another.  Therefore,  if 
they  then  refufe  their  toys,  it  will  be  evi- 
dent that  it  was  a  chimerical  attachment 

which 
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which  made  them  ever  feem  fond  of 
them,  and  therefore  do  you  break  and 
burn  their  playthings  immediately." 

"  What  mud  I  do  with  the  chil- 
dren r 

"  Argue  thus :  I  have  now  convinced 
you,  by  experience,  of  a  truth  which 
ignorant  inftrudors  would  only  have 
defcribed  to  you  in  the  faint  fhape  of 
abflracl  reafoning.  You  are  feeble  and 
ignorant.  Your  taftes  are  not  formed, 
your  judgments  are  premature,  what 
you  admire  at  one  inftant  you " 

"  I  beg  pardon  for  interrupting  you, 
fir ;  but  how  can  I  make  them  hear 
what  I  fay  ?  Why,  they  will  be  fqualling 
as  loud  as  they  can  allthetime." 

"  If  they  will  not  liften  to  reafon,  you 
may  put  them  to  bed  again." 

Eleanor  was  rejoiced  at  this  permif- 
fion,  and  afked  leave  to  withdraw. 

"  Not  yet,"  refumed  the  orator. 
''  Every  other  day  do  you  pull  off  th^ 

boy's 
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boy's  fhoes  and  ftockings,  and  force 
him  to  run  half  an  hour  on  the  roughed 
gravel-walk  in  the  garden. 

"  Mercy  upon  us!  Pray,  fir,  won*t 
the  flints  cut  his  poor  little  feet  ? 

"  I  mean,  that  they  fhould.  Your 
objedions,  woman,  prove  that  you  are 
deeply  verfed  in  that  falfe  fyftem  which 
has  corrupted  the  human  race,  by  being 
coercive  where  it  fhould  be  lax,  and 
lax  where  it  fliould  be  coercive.  Re- 
vere my  lenity  that  I  do  not  command 
you  to  accompany  the  child  barefoot 
yourfelf ;  for  I  conceive  that  a  tutor 
ought  to  do  every  thing  which  his  pu- 
pils do,  to  convince  them  that  he  is  not 
unjuft  in  what  he  requires. 

"  If  1  might  but  know  why  little 
mafter  is  to  be  ferved  fo  — ^'* 

"  For  once,  nurfe,  I  will  condefcend 
to  enlighten   your  underftanding.     Sa- 
vages have  a  much  greater  command  of 
the  mufcles  of  the  feet  than  the  inhabi- 
3  tants 
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tants  of  countries  falfely  called  civilized. 
Inftead  of  our  abfurd  cuflom  of  bracing 
up  the  ligaments,  they  fuffer  them  to 
expand,  and  thus  the  toes  acquire  a 
pliability  and  eladicity  equal  to  our  fin- 
gers. If  Artremidorus  perfeveres  in 
this  pra6lice  he  may  be  able  to  write, 
paint,  draw  models  in  architecture,  plane 
wood,  and  even  perform  the  labours  of 
the  forge  with  his  fQct,  almofi  as  well 
as  ordinary  proficients  do  with  their  fin- 
gers. Befide  the  improvement  which 
the  liberal  aits  mud  receive  from  the 
aid  of  frefh  organs,  confider  what  an 
important  acquifition  it  mufl:  be  to  the 
boy  to  be  able  to  ufe  his  feet  in  cafe  ac- 
cident fhould  deprive  him  of  his  hands. 
Or,  if  a  revolution  takes  place,  being 
ufed  to  go  bare-foot  he  will  not  regret 
the  want  of  fhoes  and  (lockings  \  and  if 
my  fyftem  comes  to  be  univerfally 
adopted,  leather  may  be  appropriated 
to  its  original  purpofe   of  human  fub- 

fiftence. 
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fiftence,  and  fold  in  the  flefli  market  like 
tripe,  inftead  of  being  perverted  to  the 
ufes  of  luxury. 

"  As  to  your  objeflion  that  the  gra- 
vel will  cut  his  feet,  I  afk  why  fliould 
his  feet  be  lefs  perfectly  modified  than 
the  pure  Californian's,  or  magnanimous 
New  Zealander's.  But,  granting  that 
he  be  wounded,  he  will  then  become 
acquainted  with  pain,  and  pain  is  a  ne- 
ceffary  evil.  Though  I  forbid  all  fadi- 
tious  reftri£lions,  though  I  command 
you  never  to  bid  the  children  do  fuch  a 
thing,  nor  to  tell  them  that  they  ought  to 
be  good,  I  mean  that  they  (hould  bow 
to  nece/Iity." 

"  I  cannot  think,  fir,  that  mafter  and 
mifs  can  be  governed  even  as  you  or- 
der, unlefs  I  tell  them  they  muji  mind 
what  I  fay  to  them." 

"  Abfurd!  I  believe  the  chaos  of 
your  linderftanding  can  never  be  ar- 
ranged in  due  order.  My  fyftem  of  go- 
9  verning 
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vernmg  confifts  in  not  governing  at  alL 
You  are  only  to  teach  by  adion,  ex- 
ample, inference,  and  circumftance. 
Suppofe  you  wifhed  to  prevent  them  from 
cutting  themfelves,  how  would  you  pro- 
ceed ?" 

"  I  would  tell  them  not  to  touch  a 
knife.'' 

"  Then  you  would  impede  their  na- 
tural liberty,  and  weaken  the  power  of 
experience.  A  child  would  argue  thus.: 
*  You  do,  why  may  not  I  ?*  and  he  would 
argue  juflly.  Never  ufe  a  knife  your- 
felf,  nor  let  them  know  that  there  is  fuch 
an  implement.'' 

'•  But  if  by  chance " 

'*  Then  if  by  chance  the  boy  gets  a 
knife  you  muft  let  him  ufe  it  as  he 
pleafes.  You  can  have  no  right  to  re- 
ftrain  the  actions  of  another :  he  will 
cut  himfelf,  blDod  will  flow  ;  he  will 
feel  pain,  he  will  be  terrified :  memory 
will  ft r ike  oE-  fome  particles  from  our 

fub- 
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fubtilized  matter ;    thofe   particles   will 
concatenate,    a    habit    will    be    engen-^ 
dered,  and  by  this  fimple  procefs  he  will 
in  future  avoid  knives.*' 

Eleanor  fhook  her  head,  but  did  not  at- 
tempt a  reply. 

"  Proceed  in  this  manner,"  conti- 
nued the  triumphant  orator,  "  in  what- 
ever you  would  have  him  perform,  as 
well  as  in  whatever  you  wifh  him  to  ab- 
flain  from  doing.  If  you  wifh  him  to* 
go  to  bed,  fliut  him  in  a  dark  room,  and 
do  not  let  him  out  till  he  has  fallen  a- 
fleep.  Or,  when  the  clock  ftrikes  a 
particular  hour,  drag  him  up  flairs, 
and  tell  him  it  is  not  your  own  will,  but 
that  the  clock  binds  you  both  by  ne* 
ceflity.  if  he  refifts  being  dreffed, 
which  I  conceive  natural  to  all  who  are 
not  perverted  by  cuflom,  indulge  him 
^ith  remaining  in  an  unfophifticated 
flate,  •  till  he  feels  that  inconvenience 
from  cold  which  makes  him  wifh  for 

cover* 
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covering.  If  in  the  interim  he  catches 
an  intermittent  fever,  more  fcintillations 
will  be  produced  from  the  memory.  I 
(hould  even  rejoice  in  a  hedic,  becaufe 
in  proportion  as  that  debilitates  his 
frame  rocolledion  will  increafe  his  men- 
tal energy. — I  (hall  clofe  my  prefent 
Icclure,"  continued  the  eloquent  Babble, 
*'  with  one  inftrudion  refpeding  the 
girl.  Throw  her  into  a  ciftern  of  water 
every  morning.'* 

*'  Dipping  is  a  fine  thing  for  chil- 
dren," returned  Eleanor,  rejoiced  at 
hearing  one  injundlion  that  accorded  with 
her  own  fentiments, 

"  My  views,"  refumed  Babble,  "  ex- 
tend to  remote  contingencies.  I  mean 
that  fhe  (hould  be  taught  to  fwim,  and 
for  that  reafon  you  are  to  let  her  re- 
main in  the  water  till  (he  is  nearly  ex- 
haufted." 

The  aflonifhed  Eleanor  here  lifted  up 
her  hands  and  eyes. 

"  There 
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*'  There  is  but  little  danger  in  this  ex- 
periment/' continued  Babble  calmly. 
**  Nature,  all- wife  inftruflrefs !  will  foon 
dired  her  infant  limbs  tothofe  movements 
that  will  enable  her  to  float  upon  the  wa- 
ter, and  thus  before  (he  is  fufceptible  of 
fear  (he  will  inftinclively  acquire  an  art 
that  may  preferve  her  life.  In  the  pearl- 
fifheryand  on  the  coaft  of  Terra  del  Fuego 
women  make  the  mod  expert  divers. 
In  the  South  Sea  iflands  they  glide  from 
rock  to  rock  like  fea-nympbs,  and  fport 
amidft  tornados  and  hurricanes.  la 
Greenland  they  accompany  their  huf- 
bands  in  their  boats,  foothing  their  lal^ours 
with  their  foft  fociety,  and  partaking 
both  of  their  labours  and  triumphs.  Whe- 
ther their  bodies  gliften  with  train  oil,, 
or  whether  meandering  lines  of  tattoo 
diverfify  their  tender  limbs,  whether 
their  perforated  nofes  admit  the  pointed 
iifh-bone,  or  their  ears  are  lengthened 
by  wooden  wedges,  thefe  happy  females, 

unreftrain* 
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unreflrained  by  our  voluptuous  ideas  of 
decorum,  pradife  this  graceful  agile 
art,  which  I  hope  foon  to  fee  the 
fiavourite  accomplifhment  of  the  Britifh 
feir." 

"  It  may  do  for  Blacks,  and  Turks, 
and  Heathens,"  exclaimed  Eleanor, 
whofe  placidity  was  not  proof  againft 
this  laft  injun<flion ;  "  but  for  young 
ladies  in  a  Chriflian  country " 

An  alarm  of  horror  was  inftantly  dif- 
fufed  over  the  philofopher^s  countenance 
at  thefe  words.  He  ordered  Eleanor 
immediately  out  of  the  room,  and  with 
a  faltering  accent  he  afked  Lady  Fitz- 
John  if  fhe  really  thought  the  old  wo- 
man was  a  Chriflian. 

Her  ladyfhip  had  been  induced  by  her 
entire  confidence  in  the  elevation  of  Mr. 
Babble's  views,  and  the  liberality  of  his 
priiKiples,  to  profecute  her  morning 
lludies,  while  he  initiated  the  obfequious 
Eleanor  in  the  abft^jafe  fyftem  of  the 

modern 
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modern  philofophical  education.  She 
now  laid  down  the  ^'Eltorts  of  Virtue" 
at  a  mod  interefling  part,  to  afe  the 
meaning  of  this  inquiry.  Perhaps,  if 
the  fafcinating  eloquence  of  that  per- 
formance had  not  benumbed  her  facul- 
ties, fhe  mi^bt^  notwith (landing  her  love 
of  metaphyfics,  have  objeded  to  fome 
of  Mr.  Babble's  plans,  as  tending  to  be 
dangerous;  or  her  love  of  knowledge, 
and ^.  great  philanthropy,  might  have 
made  her  requeft  that  the  experiments 
Ihould  be  firfl:  tried  upon  the  gardener's 
children ;  and  if  they  furvived  them, 
without  much  injury  to  their  conftitutions, 
the  Fitz-Johns  fhould  be  put  in  train- 
ing.— But  to  return  from  this  hypothe- 
tical digreflion. 

Eleanor's  manner  of  ufing  the  word 
Chriftian  was  repeated  by  Mr.  Babble, 
who  declared  that  he  would  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  a  nurfe  that  was  devoted 
to  a  grofs  fuperftition. 

f^  «  Really," 


THE    INFIDEL    1-ATlIIiR.  71 

"  Really,"    replied   Lady  Fitz-John,        ^ 
*'  I  do   think  her  a  weak  well-meaning 
creature ;  and  I  believe  (he  thinks  Chrif-  .       ' 
tlan  only  a  cant  word,  and  ufes  It  out  of 
ignorance." 

"  Does  (he  go  to  church?" 

"  I  am  not  pofitive." 

*'  Did   you  ever  difcover  her  in  the 
a£l  of  faying  her  prayers  ?" 

"  I  will  try  to  recoiled.  I  know  I 
have  feen  a  Bible  in  her  hands,  but  pro- 
bably (he  might  not  underftand  it.  And 
really  I  make  very  little  inquiry  into 
thefe  things  in  my  family  ;  for  my  time 
is  exceflively  occupied,  and  Sunday  is 
the  only  day  that  I  have  to  write  my 
cards,  look  over  my  wardrobe,  or  pay 
attention  to  my  health.  I  never  had  a 
party  on  that  day  but  once ;  and  it  made 
Sir  Peter  fo  crofs,  that  he  affronted 
the  genteeleft  part  of  the  company.  I 
believe  he  and  the  under-fervants 
go  to  church,  for  I  fee  nothing  of 
^  them. 
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them,  and  never  trouble  myfelf  to  in- 
quire." 

"  If  fhe  fhouid  attempt  to  pervert  the 
minds  of  the  children/'  continued 
Babble,  pacing  the  room  in  great  agi- 
tation. 

"  I  really  have  a  better  opinion  of 
her,"  refumed  her  ladyfhip  with  great 
candour.  "She  is  a  harmlefs  fquare- 
elbowed  drudge  ;  and  as  fhe  knows  that 
(he  has  no  refource  but  the  work-houfe 
if  I  turn  her  away,  fhe  will  not  dare  to 
difoblige  me." 

Eleanor,  therefore,  was  permitted  to 
fill  her  department;  where,  as  I  have 
obferved,  her  prudence  and  tendernefs 
preferved  the  lives  of  both  children 
amidfl  no  ordinary  perils  and  difficul- 
ties. Satisfied  with  having  explained 
the  theory y  even  the  zealous  adlive 
Babble  fhrunk  from  the  wearifome  at- 
tentions that  were  requifite  to  execute 
i\iQ  pra^ical  ^2xt.  Once  a-day  he  flalked 
W  v^ '  ■^'        into 
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into  the  nurfery;  and,  if  he  did  not  ob- 
ferve  any  thing  contrary  to  his  iyl^ein 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  moment,  he 
only  flopped  to  enlighten  Eleanor  wiih  a 
few  frefli  fuggeftions,  and  then  il  ilked 
out  again.  To  confcfs  a  mortifying 
truth,  Mr.  Babble  had  fome  motives 
very  diffimilar  to  pure  philanthropy, 
which  induced  him  to  accept  an  eflab- 
lifhment  in  Sir  Peter's  family.  Owing 
to  that  contempt  for  riches  which  al- 
ways marks  the  condud  of  a  great  ge- 
nius, his  finances  were  rather  in  an  in- 
tricate predicament.  Befide,  from  iorne 
wrong  concatenations,  the  efFecl  of  eai ly 
bad  difcipline,  his  propenfities  more  re- 
fembled  man  as  perverted  by  the  grofs 
habits  of  fociety,  than  in  the  pure  iiate 
of  virtuous y^^'/7^//}?z,  or  when  regenera- 
ted by  philofophy.  In  plain  EnglifJi, 
he  brandiflied  his  knife  and  fork  with 
great  dexterity  at  Sir  Peter's  table,  he 
never  objec^^to  a  cheerful  glafs,  even 
VOL.  I,  E  his 
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his  drefs  underwent  fuch  a  change  as 
proved  that  he  was  no  longer  devoted  to 
abftraftion  and  fimplicity.  As  to  his 
amufements,  though  he  reprobated  the 
prefent  tafte  as  perverfe  and  infane,  he 
conceived  individual  abflinence  would 
do  little  toward  general  reformation, 
and  therefore  wifely  referved  his  felf-de- 
nial  for  a  more  enlightened  asra.  He 
found  his  confequence  increafe  by  this 
liberal  condu6l  j  every  body  paid  court 
to  Mr.  Babble,  who,  though  only  en- 
gaged as  tutor  to  the  children,  did  the 
honours  of  the  table  for  Sir  Peter,  was 
cicifbeo  in  ordinary  to  her  ladyfhip,  and, 
in  fine,  went  by  the  name  oifadotwn  in 
the  family. 

As  to  lady  Fitzjohn,  fhe  believed 
herfelf  a  pattern  for  all  mothers.  Her 
acquaintance  complimented  her  on  her 
clofe  attention  to  her  family,  aflured 
jfier  that  they  heard  the  dear  little  crea- 
tures were  prodigies,  and  were  impatient 
14  for 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  y^ 

for  their  co?ni?2g  out.     Her  ladyfhlp  gave 
implicit  faith  to  thefe  kind  prognoftics. 
She  knew  that  one  part  of  the  account 
was  abfolute  fadl.     I  mean  her  clofe  at- 
tention to  her  family  •,  for  fhe  fpent  two 
hours  every  day  in  the  nurfery,  and  al- 
ways preferred  the  time  when  fhe  was 
mod  likely  to  be  called  down  to  morn- 
ing vifitors.     The  conftant  orders  to  the 
fervants  were    to  fay,   their    lady  was 
either  in  the  lyceum  or  the  gymnafium, 
and  would  only  come  down  to  particular 
friends.     'Tis  true  her  occupation  du- 
ring thefe  two  hours  were  rather  literary 
than  maternal ;  for,  after  a  kifs  to  each 
of  the  little  ones,  and  a  flight  enquiry  af- 
ter their  healths,  fhe  threw  herfelf  upon 
the  fopha,  and  fkimmed  the  effence  of 
fome  choice  morceau  procured  from  the 
circulating   library.     If  there  were  any 
good  things  in  the  compofition,  fhe  com- 
mitted them  to  memory,  to  fport  after 
dinner ;  and  if  there  were  not,  fhe  drop- 
ped afleep, 

£  2  As 
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As  the   little  Fitzjohns  efcaped  being 
flarved,  drowned,  burnt,  or  having  their 
necks  broke  during  the  firft  feven  years 
of  their  lives,  Eleanor  had  caufe  to  con- 
gratulate  herfelf  on  the  rare  felicity  of 
pr.eferving    philofophical  children   from 
any   great  calamity.     1   forbear  to    en- 
large   upon     fonie     trifling    accidents, 
which  vi^ere  the  inevitable  confequences 
of  Mr.  Babble's  liberal  fyftem;    fuch  as 
the   deflruclion  of  an  elegant  gold   rer 
peater,  which  little  Mlfs  knocked  to  pier 
ces  with  the  poker,  for  having  ordered 
her  to  go  to  bed.     The  annihilation .  of 
an  elegant  India  cabinet,   that  Artremi- 
dorus,    who  had    a   mechanical    turn, 
chopped   to  pieces,   in  order    to   make 
himfelf  expert  in  the  ufe  of  his  fet  of  car- 
penter's tools.     Thefe  were  traits  of  fpi- 
rit  and  ingenuity,  and  argued  difpofitions 
innnitcly   tranfcending  the  value  of  the 
articles  which    they   had  demoliflied  in 
exerting  their  energies,     Befide,  the  de- 
il ruction  of  the  watch  and  cabinet  fur- 

nifhed 
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nifhed  mamma  with  two  admirable  (lo- 
ries ;  but  her  patience  was  feverely  tried 
when  the  children,  at  their  hid  begin- 
ning to  feel  the  dawn  of  an  inclination 
for  the  fine  arts,  thought  proper  to  im- 
prove feveral  of  the  family  pidures,  till 
they  had  entirely  coated  them  with  red 
ochre  and  lamp-black.  The  piece  upon 
which  the  young  artifls  exercifed  their 
tafle  was  no  other  than  a  reprerentarioii 
of  Sir  Walter  Ficzjohn's  engagement 
with  King  Ragodrum  Logdum  ;  in  which 
the  knight,  attired  in  the  uniform  of  the 
horfe-guards,  appeared  in  the  very 
a6t  of  holding  up  the  giant's  head, 
while  the  falHng  trunk,  dreffed  in  the 
cojiume  of  Robinfon  CruToe,  fpouted  fuch 
a  profufion  of  purple  gore  as  covered 
all  the  fore-ground.  The  deftrudion 
of  this  veftige  of  hereditary  greatnefs 
VVas  a  deep  alHidion  to  lady  Fitzjohn ; 
and,  though  many  of  the  neighbours  re- 
membered the  itinerant  artifl  who  paint- 
E  3  ed 
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ed  it  by  the  fcot,  in  conformity  to  her 
ladyihip's  own  defign,  fhe  perfifted  in  la- 
menting it  as  the  mod  valuable  heir-loom 
belonging  to  the  family. 

The  memory  of  this  misfortune  was 
foon  obhterated  by  more  ferious  cala- 
mities. One  ill-fated  day,  when  the 
watchful  Eleanor  had  been  called  out  of 
the  nurfery,  Artremidorus  refolved  to 
gratify  his  tafle  for  experimental  philo- 
fophy;  and,  having  been  inliruQed  in 
the  manner  of  making  gunpowder  by 
his  tutor,  he  proceeded  to  mix  fome  ni* 
tre  and  fulphur  which  he  had  fecreted 
for  that  purpofe.  There  is  no  pleafure 
in  forming  a  compound  without  know- 
ing that  it  is  done  right ;  and,  though 
Eleanor  had  often  cautioned  him  to  take 
care  of  fire,  he  already  underftood-that 
he  was^a  free  independent  being,  and 
that  file  had  no  right  to  controul  him, 
Artremidorus,  therefore,  approached 
the  mixture  with  a  red-hot  poker,  and 

found 
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found  his  gunpowder  fatally  potent. 
The  explofion  broke  the  windows, 
the  room  was  filled  with  fmoke,  and 
the  daring  little  chemift  wrapped  in 
flames.  Eleanor  returned  in  time  to 
fave  his  life ;  but  his  face  was  fo  much 
fcorched  that  it  remained  ever  after  dif- 
figured. 

To  have  reproved  the  fufierer  while 
writhing  from  the  agony  incident  to  this 
misfortune,  would  have  been  cruel ; 
but  few  people,  except  philofophers, 
W'Ould  have  commended  his  fpirited  un- 
dertaking. "  You  aded  perfectly  right,'* 
faid  Mr.  Babble  to  his  pupil  while  the 
furgeon  was  applying  his  emollients,  and 
the  boy  conrinued  to  (hriek  with  pain. 
"  I  am  ailonifhed  at  your  lamentations. 
You  have  only  exej-ted  your  indefeafible 
right  to  inquire  into  the  myfteries  of  na- 
ture ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  aflbci- 
ations  which  this  incident  infpires  will 
lead  you  to  become  the  firft  chemift  of 
the  age." 

E  4  « I  don't 
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"  I  don't  quite  underftand  you,  fir/' 
faid  Sir  Peter  in  an  angry  tone  ;  "but  if 
thought  you  encouraged  the  boy  to  play 
thefe  dangerous  tricks,  you  fhould  have 
no  other  opportunity  of  blowing  my 
houfe  up  with  gunpowder.'* 

"  The  fault,"  faid  Mr.  Babble  with 
great  folemnity,  "  refts  in  that  ignorant 
beldam,  who,  by  forbidding  the  boy  to 
go  near  the  hre,  taught  him  difobedi- 
ence,  and  inculcated  that  vehement 
Vv'ifh  which  originates  in  oppofition. 
Had  fife  but  permitted  him  to  have  burnt 
his  fingers,  as  I  enjoined  her,  the  habit 
of  caution  would  have  been  experimen- 
tally acquired,  and  all  ferious  confequen- 
ces  prevented." 

Sophiftry  is  generally  fuccefsful,  when 
employed  againft  a  plain  underftanding, 
under  the  influer^ce  of  fome  ftrong  emo- 
tion. Mr.  Babble  had  fo  confounded 
the  names  and  natures  of  vice  and  virtue 
in  his  common  converfation,  and  had 
uttered  fuch    charming    fentiments    in 

praife 
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praife  of  the  latter,  that  Sir  Peter,  who 
pafled  mod  of  his  time  in  his  counting- 
houfe,  had  really  imbibed  the  opinion 
that  his  fon's  tutor  was  a  very  good  fort 
of  a  man.  Befide,  I  am  compelled  to 
obferve,  that  his  own  chains  were  now  fo 
firmly  rivetted,  that  any  oppofition  to 
his  lady's  will  only  ended  in  increaied 
fubjedion.  He,  therefore,  fuiTered  his 
wife  to  diredl  the  refentment  which  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  feel,  and  poor 
old  Eleanor  was  the  victim  on  which 
lady  Fizjohn  ordained  it  fhould  faiL 
That  faithful  fervant  was  difmiiTed  wiili 
opprobrium,  but  not  to  periPn  in  a  work- 
houfe,  as  her  lady  predicled.  Sir  Peter's 
refentment  foon  gave  way,  and  he  pri- 
vately granted  her  a  comfortable  annui- 
ty;  but  her  heart  was  broken  by  this  un- 
merited difgrace,  and  (he  only  lived  to- 
receive  the  firfl  quarter's  allowance. 

Let  me  now  haden  to  relate  the  inci- 
dent which  terminated  Mr.  Babble's  em- 
E  5  pire. 
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pire.  The  fertile  genius  and  undaunted 
fpirit  of  young  Fitzjohn,  rendered  him 
an  admirable  fubjedl  for  a  philofophical 
education.  His  mamma  was  perfuaded 
that  the  fears  in  his  face  gzsQ  fignificayice 
to  his  countenance,  and  all  his  tutor's 
enunciations  of  genius  were  hailed  as 
certain  prognoflics.  The  barbarity  of 
confining  children  within  certain  limits, 
and  the  injuflice  of  reflraining  their  de- 
fires,  were  favourite  topics  with  Mr. 
Babble.  Stimulated  by  the  encouraging 
affurance  that  we  are  all  equal  and  free, 
and  that  exertion  increafes  energy,  Ar- 
tremidorus  and  his  filler  fet  out  together 
to  explore  adventures  through  the  nar- 
row crowded  (treets  of  W .  In  juftice 

to  the  preceptor  I  mufl:  acknowledge, 
that  he  had  planned  an  admirable  drama  * 
of  "  hair-breadth  Ycapes,"  to  teach  his 


•  This-  incident  is  adopted  from   Rouffcau's 
Emilius. 
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pupils,  what  an  ordinary  inftru^lor 
would  have  thought  it  fufficient  to  have 
forewarned  them  of,  namely,  that  the  un- 
dertaking was  full  of  danger.  But  one 
of  the  chief  performers  failing  in  his 
part,  the  farce,  which  was  only  defigned 
to  pervert  the  morals  of  the  children, 
was  altered  into  a  tragedy,  founded  on 
perfonal  fufFering.  Two  hours  after  the 
young  adventurers  had  fallied  forth,  the 
boy  was  brought  home  apparently  life- 
lefs,  from  having  been  run  over  by  a 
dray.  The  girl  could  not  be  found, 
having  been  feduced  from  her  brother 
by  one  of  thofe  mifcreants  who,  in  many 
populous  towns  make  a  trade  of  dealing 
and  plundering  unprotected  children. 

Lady  Fitzjohn  was  by  no  means 
deftitute  of  natural  affection,  and  her 
diftrefs  at  this  dreadful  cataftrophe  was 
truly  pitiable.  It  was,  however,  confii- 
derably  augmented  by  her  ruling  foibles, 
and  her  mortified  vanity  dreaded  the 
£  6  farcafm. 
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farcafin,  that  her  phllofophical  fyftein 
would  end  in  producing  cripples  and  gyp- 
fies.  A  lever  and  delirium  enfued,  and, 
during  this  unavoidable  interregnum  of 
lawful  authority.  Sir  Peter  aflumed  the 
command.  The  firfl  ad  of  his  reign 
was,  the  difmiifal  of  Mr.  Babble,  with 
more  expreffions  of  obloquy  and  refent- 
ment  than  I  choofe  to  repeat,  but  not 
with  more  than  his  folly  and  wickednefs. 
juflly  merited. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

The  PiSliires  finijhed  in  a  different  Styky 
by  another  Hand, 

1  HE  promlfe  of  a  large  reward  foon 
brought  tidings  of  Melifandriania.  She 
was  found  ahiioft  naked,  and  nearly  ex- 
haufted,  by  the  fide  of  a  canal,  where 
probably  her  exidence  would  have  been 
terminated  by  the  cruel  woman  into 
whofe  hands  (he  had  fallen,  had  not  the 
favage  been  interrupted  in  her  defign  by 
the  voices  of  fome  boat-men,  who  were 
towing  up  a  barge.  The  terrified  child, 
who  now  fuppofed  that  every  ft  ranger 
(he  faw  was  a  robber  or  murderer,  the 
moment  flie  was  at  liberty,  inftead  of 
calling  for  affiftance,  hid  herfelf  among 

fome 
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fome  cafl^s  on  the  adjacent  wharf, 
where  (he  was  found  in  a  wretched  flate 
next  morning,  and  reftored  to  her  pa- 
rents. 

Nor  was  the  fituation  of  Artremi- 
dorus  fo  hopelefs  as  was  at  firft:  fuppofed. 
The  injury  on  his  head  gave  the  furgeon 
niofl:  alarm  ;  and  he  predicted  that  it 
might  probably  occafion  a  degree  of  ec- 
centricity, and  render  him  unfit  for  clofe 
application.  The  bones  of  his  left  leg^ 
were  indeed  fo  macerated,  that  even  if 
amputation  did  not  become  neceflary, 
the  ligatures  were  injured,  and  the  knee 
joint  mufl:  remain  itiff.  His  other  hurts 
were  not  material. 

Lady  Fitzjohn  recovered  flowly. 
If  the  fight  of  her  daughter  proved  a 
cordial,  the  fituation  of  her  fon  was  de- 
ftrudive  to  her  wifhes,  which,  it  will  be 
remembered,  centered  in  his  having  the 
look  arid  air  of  a  gentleman.  She  was 
reconciled  to  the  idea  of  his  being  plain, 

becaufe 
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becaufe  (he  had  feen  inflances  of  fuch  a 
phyfiognomy  as  was  almoft  hideous  pro- 
nounced very  io?i.  Gentlemen  might  be 
eccc^ntric  too  ;  they  generally  were  :  and, 
provided  their  extravagance  had  a  good 
air,  the  odder  their  manners  fo  much  the 
more  genteel.  But,  as  far  as  her  obfer- 
vations  extended,  a  man  of  fafhion  mufl 
have  a  good  perfon,  and  a  hop  was  alike 
deftruQive  to  grace,  eafe,  and  agility. 

The  lamentable  adventures  which  I 
have  recited  had,  however,  two  good 
confequences.  They  drew  Sir  Peter  a 
little  out  of  the  back-ground,  and  re- 
eftablifhed  domeflic  harmony.  Her 
ladyfhip  was  one  of  the  firfl:  to  com- 
mend Mr.  Babblers  difmiflion,  ob- 
ferving  that  he  had  totally  counteraded 
her  intentions.  "  He  wanted  to  make 
geniulTes  of  my  children,"  faid  fhe; 
"  but  geniufles  are  lozu  people,  and  I 
wanted  the  Fitzjohns  to  make  a  figure 
in  the  world." 

In 


88  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

In  the  feledlion  of  future  inftruQora 
for  her  offspring,  her  ladyfhip  deter- 
mined to  proceed  upon  the  principle 
that  the  oppofite  of  wrong  mufl:  be 
right.  Babble  held,  that  as  there  is  no 
fex  in  our  fubtilized  part,  of  courfe  the 
education  of  boys  and  girls  fhould  be 
condudled  upon  the  fame  plan  j  that  is 
to  fay,  our  nature  would  be  improved  if 
men  became  JefTamys,  and  women  Ama- 
zons. Now,  though  Lady  Fitzjohn 
had  fome  private  reafons  for  decrying  any 
great  fliare  of  (lability  and  decifion  in  the 
male  charader,  and  though  fhe  firmly 
believed  that  women ,  ought  to  have  a 
proper  Ihare  of  fpirit ;  yet,  having  had 
the  happinefs  to  meet  Lady  Languifh, 
the  beauty  of  the  year,  at  a  public  break- 
faft,  and  obferving  that  foftnefs,  fufcep- 
tibility,  and  an  affedation  of  weaknefs 
almoft  to  fragility,  were  the  diftinguifh- 
ing  traits  of  this  reigning  grace,  the  pro- 
vident   mother    determined     that    her 

daughter 
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daughter  (hould  be  exqulfitely  feminine. 
For  this  purpofe  (lie  engaged  Mifs  La 
Rouge  to  finifli  the  young  lady  in  the 
bed  flyle.  This  accomplifhed  governefs 
had  once  been  a  French  milliner,  then 
a  kept  miftrefs,  and  had  but  lately  turned 
her  attention  to  the  fcience  of  education  ; 
but,  as  file  had  feen  a  vaft  deal  of  the 
world,  and  mixed  In.  a  very  confpicuous 
circle,  Lady  Fitzjohn  conceived  that 
ihe  would  make  Melifandriania  the  very 
th'mg  in  her  appearance.  As  to  any 
danger  of  corrupting  the  girl's  morals, 
the  lady  who  recommended  Mifs  La 
Rouge  had  pofitively  afferted  that  fhe 
was  quite  a  penitent.  Befide,  fhe  ob- 
ferved,  children  were  feldom  influenced 
by  the  precepts  of  their  inflructors,  who 
wanted  more  confequence  in  the  family 
to  do  either  good  or  harm  to  their  prin- 
ciples. If  they  made  the  gills  have  a 
good  air,  drefs  well,  appear  to  advantage 
in  company,  and  mind  their  lefTons,  rea- 

fonable 
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fonable  people  would  not  exped:  any 
more. 

Soon  after  MIfs  La  Rouge  was  eftab- 
lIQied  in  the  family.  Lady  Fitzjohn 
had  an  opportunity  of  doing  another 
humane  adion,  by  patronizing  Mr. 
Pliant,  a  young  man  of  very  good  con-» 
nexions,  who  had  been  expelled  the 
univerfjty  for  tranfgrefling  college  rules. 
It  was  proved  to  her  ladyfnip's  {jitisfac- 
tion,  that  there  really  was  no  harm  in 
the  poor  youth :  for  that  he  was  re- 
markably good  tempered ;  and,  as  to 
his  principles,  he  really  was  fo  accom- 
modating, that  his  moft  intimate  friends 
did  not  know  what  they  were.  This 
amiable  youth  had  been  ruflicated  for  a 
little  indolence,  a  little  extravagance,  a 
little  intemperance,  and  a  few  other  ve- 
nial faults,  more  to  the  difgrace  of  thofe 
who  inhumanly  enforced  old,,  auftere 
injundions,  than  his  own  ;  fmce  he  really 
had    only    fallen  into  "  thofe  frailties 

which 
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which  better  the  heart.*'     His  hopes  of 
church  preferment   being   thus   cruelly 
blafted,  he  propofed  going  out  as  a  tutor, 
in  which  capacity  he  would  be  found 
unexceptionable,  being  of  a  mod  trac- 
table obliging  difpofition,  ready  to  do  any 
thing,   and  never  known  to  contradid 
his  fuperiors ;  and  as  to  learning  and  di- 
ligence,   why  he  was  quite  as   well  as 
other   people  in   hi§   way.      So    many 
good  qualities  infured  the  introdudiou 
of  Mr.  Pliant   into  the  Fitzjohn  family. 
Her  ladylhip  had  now  a  horror  of  a  pro- 
fefled  fcholar ;   Hiq  trembled  at  the  idea 
of  her  fon  being  taught  any  thing  ;   and 
all  that  (he  wanted  was  a  fort  of  humble 
companion,  who  might  talk,  ride,  fhoor, 
fence,  game,  hunt,  and  amufe  the  dear 
boy,  make  him  happy,  and  keep  him  out 
of  mifchief.     Even  Sir  Peter,  for  whom 
I  feel  a  degree  of  refpecl,  was  more  than 
paflive    on   this   occafjon.     He  liftened 
with  vifibls  facisfafuon  to  the  defcription 

of 
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of  Mr.  Pliant's  perfedlons,  and  obferve  J^ 
that  it  would  be  pleafant  to  live  with  a 
perfon  who  would  never  contradict  him. 
He  had,  indeed,  ftrongly  objeded  to  Mifs 
La  Rouge's  eftablifliment,  having  fome 
obfolete  prejudices  which  made  him 
think  it  impofTible  that  a  loft  female 
charader  could  ever  regain  the  pure 
Juftre  of  innocence.  In  vain  did  his  lady 
proteft  againft  fuch  narrow  notions,  in 
vain  did  fne  declare,  that  they  only  could 
be  faid  to  be  virtuous  from  choice  who 
have  once  been  vicious ;  becaufe  it  is  im- 
pofTible to  decide  juftly  till  you  have 
tried  the  comparative  enjoyments  of 
each  tafte.  In  vain  did  fhe  expatiate  on 
the  magnanimity  of  thofe  who,  when 
going  full  fpeed  down  a  fmooth  declivity, 
ftop  fhort,  face  about,  and  fcramble  up 
the  fliarp  rocks  till  they  gain  the  very 
fummit  of  excellence.  She  added,  that 
it  was  even  unchriftian  to  fay  that  a 
woman  "  by  oiie  falfe  ftep  for  ever  damns 

her 
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her  fame.'*  But  Sir  Peter  interrupted 
her  by  obferving,  that  a  kept  miltrefs 
mud  have  made  many  falfe  fteps,  that  it 
was  often  convenient,  and  always  ea'y, 
to  affed  Wm<^  a  penitent,  but  really  diffi- 
cult to  change  the  heart.  As  to  the 
unchriftian  part  of  the  bufniefs,  he  beg- 
ged his  wife  would  not  talk  of  what  fhe 
did  not  underftand.  Sir  Peter  adhered 
to  thel'e  fentiments  with  fo  much  of  his 
old  pertinacity,  that,  though  he  could 
not  prevent  Mifs  La  Rouge  from  being 
governefs  to  his  daughter,  he  never 
could  bring  himfelf  to  be  more  than 
coldly  civil  to  a  perfon  whom  he  knew 
to  be  no  better  than  flie  Ihould  be. 

As  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  hov/  the  bu- 
fmefs  of  education  would  proceed  when 
it  was  conduded  by  a  fycophant  and  a 
courtezan,  I  will  not  be  very  minute  in 
my  defcrrption.  Artremidorus  had 
been  early  taught  that  he  was  a  free 
independent   being  j  but  the    calamities 

into 
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into  which  that  illufion  plunged  him 
might  have  removed  the  illufion,  had 
not  Mr.  Pliant,  by  conftantly  infinuating 
that  he  was  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of 
fortune,  cherifhed  the  fame  hateful  prin- 
ciples of  felf-willednefs,  infolence,  dif- 
regard  of  parental  authority,  ingratitude, 
and  contempt  for  others,  though  he  gave 
them  a  different  origin.  He  now  heard 
profufion  called  greatnefs  of  foul,  and 
of  courfe  he  became  profufe.  He  heard 
impertinence  denominated  proper  fpirit, 
and  he  became  infolent.  The  few  ideas 
of  religion  which  he  had  derived  from 
old  Eleanor  were  balanced  by  the  re- 
colledlion  of  fome  of  Babble's  atheiflical 
tenets ;  Mr  Pliant  had  neither  inclina- 
tion, ability,  nor  leifure  to  touch  upon 
fuch  topics ;  and  Artremidorus  was  de- 
termined in  favour  of  free  thinking, 
only  becaufe  he  believed  it  to  be  moft 
faftiionable.  His  misfortunes  would 
have  rendered   clofe  attention  to  any 

ftudy 
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fludy  improper  ;  but  there  was  no  dan- 
ger of  his  cultivating  a  literary  tafte  : 
Babble  had  told  him,  that  knowledge 
could  not  be  acquired  by  fludy ;  and, 
as  to  Pliant,  like  Swift*s  captain,  he 
was  "  fick  at  the  fight  of  a  book." 
Young  Fitzjohn  was  therefore  in  no 
danger  of  correding  his  failings  by 
acquired  wifdom.  His  father,  immerfed 
in  the  perplexities  and  toils  of  bufinefs, 
and  compelled  to  adl  a  fubaltern  part  in 
his  own  family,  did  little  to  reftrain  his 
propenfities.  His  mother  doated  on 
him  too  much  to  know  that  he  had  a 
fault.  Artremidorus,  therefore,  grew 
up  a  jeft  to  his  acquaintance,  and  a 
terror  to  his  near  connexions.  His  ac- 
quired vices  rendered  him  hateful, 
where,  notwithftanding  his  natural  in- 
firmities, he  would  have  been  thought 
amiable  if  he  had  only  wijhed  to  pleafe ; 
and  his  perfonal  defe6ls  made  him  ri- 
diculous in  that  fociety,  where  he  flrove 

to 
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to  fhine,  and  to  which  his  vanity  and 
ignorance  made  him  believe  the  foibles 
of  high  life  gave  him  a  fufficient  paiT- 
port,  without  attending  to  its  manners, 
or  copying  its  graces.  Lady  Fitzjohn 
wilhed  to  fee  her  fon  the  7?ian  of 
fafhion,  but  he  became  its  ape ;  def- 
pifed  by  thofe  whom  he  courted,  and 
-qourted  by  thofe  whom  he  ought  to 
have  defpifed. 

Her  wifhes  with  refped  to  her  daugh- 
ter were  more  fuccefsful.  She  became 
a  beautiful  accomplifhed  automaton, 
without  a  mind  ;  verfed  in  the  manners 
of  the  day,  and  ready  to  adopt  any  cha- 
radter  to  which  the  world  affixed  a  tran- 
fitory  importance. 

As  much  confufion  refults  from  an 
improper  or  undefined  ufe  of  terms,  let 
me  here  define  my  meaning  of  the  word 
world,  leaft  I  fhould  lead  the  acute 
geographer  or  perfpicuous  philologift 
into  the  miftaken  idea  that  I  am  fpeaking 
7  of 
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of  the  whole  vlfible  creation.  The  world 
means  the  little  fet  to  which  we  are  united, 
either  by  the  ties  of  refped  and  love, 
or  by  thofe  of  fear  and  hatred.  Thofe 
whom  we  envy  for  their  fuperiority  or 
admire  for  their  goodnefs  are  to  us  the 
world.  Explaining  Mifs  Fitz John's  ideas 
by  this  rule,  her  world  confiited  of  about 
twenty  people  of  fafhion,  to  whom  (he 
had  been  introduced  during  her  v/inter 
excurfion  to  London ;  and  half  that 
number  of  genteel  families  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood   of  W ,  who    fometimes 

partook  of  her  father's  hofpitality,  hav- 
ing found  it  convenient  to  have  a  houfe 
to  put  up  at  whenever  bufmefs  called 
them  to  the  tovv^n.  But,  left  ihefe  latter 
(liould  be  fufpeded  to  be  people  whom 
nobody  knov/s,  on  account  of  theif  vi- 
fiting  a  tradefman,  they  took  care  to 
indemnify  themfelves  for  their  con- 
defcenfion,  by  holding  up  the  plain  civil 
-citizen  and  Ins  fne  wife  and  family  to 
VOL.  I.  F  ridi- 
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ridicule,  till  the  Fitzjohns  became  the 
ftanding  jeH:  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Such  was  Melifandriania's  world ;  (he 
alfo  had  her  canaille,  which  confided  of 
the  wives  and  daughters  of  her  fellow- 
citizens.  Since  the  mania  of  being 
fomebody  has  become  fo  univerfally  pre- 
valent, we  are  content  with  being  only 
"  wiildes  to  ■  waflvies"  rather  than  re- 
main quiet  in  the  (hade  of  oblivion. 
Now,  as  none  but  the  Fitzjohns  had 
carriages  decorated  by  the  bloody  hand 
or  the  coronet  flop  at  their  doors,  the  lefs 
favoured  inhabitants  of  W — —  found 
a  great  gratification  in  procuring  anec- 
dotes of  gentility  from  the  liberal  Me- 
lifandriania,  who,  notwithflanding  the 
contempt  fhe  felt  for  her  humble  au- 
ditory, often  found  that  the  greatefl 
pleafure  of  feeing  a  little  of  high  life 
confifis  in  being  able  to  talk  of  it  to 
others. 


It 
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It  was  thefe  enviable  diftindllons,  and 
the  adventures  to  which  they  gave 
birth,  that  fumidied  the  luxurious 
treat  which  I  and  my  Danbury  friends 
enjoyed  at  the  converfazlone  I  formerly 
defcribed.  The  Earl  of  Glanville's  fi- 
gure, It  may  be  remembered,  (lood  pro- 
minent upon  the  canvafs ;  and  we  had 
an  abftrad:  of  his  good  qualities  in  the 
terms  generous,  focial,  attentive,  hofpit^ 
able,  the  bed  tafte  in  the  world,  and 
quire  a  man  of  fafhion.  "  This  noble- 
man," faid  her  ladyfhip,  "  is  quite  par- 
tial to  lis  ;  and  as  for  Melifandriania,  if 
one  were  not  to  allow  great  latitude  to 

the  expreflions  of  a  courtier '*  The 

young  lady  here  interrupted  her  mo- 
ther, and,  with  a  pretty  blufh,  requefted 
her  to  avoid  that  topic.  "  I  do  not," 
faid  fhe  with  gteat  delicacy,  "  fuppofe 
that  there  is  any  meaning  in  his  aflidui- 
ties  ;  befide,  he  is  too  old  for  me.  Yet 
I  own  he  is  infinitely  agreeable,  and  a 
F  2  man 
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man  of  njoft  good  fenfe  and  fpirlt.  Pray, 
madam,  has  not  he  fought  two  duels? 
and  I  think  I  have  heard  that  he  loft 
half  his  eftate  at  faro  the  day  he  came 
of  age."  Her  ladyfhlp  confirmed  this 
{tatement,  and  proceeded  to  give  the 
company  the  earl's  hiftory  ;  but,  as  this 
nobleman  will  make  a  confpicuous  figure 
in  the  enfuing  pages,  I  conceive  the 
narrative  of  his  adventures  had  better 
come  from  myfelf;  for,  with  all  my 
refpe8:  for  Lady  Fitzjohn's  talents,  I 
mud  own  we  differ  in  one  particular. 
I  am  fond  of  fpeaking  of  men  and 
things  as  they  really  are,  whereas  fhe 
had  a  ftrong  predilection  for  wonders^ 
She  always  fpoke  in  fuperlatives  ;  and 
whether  her  acquaintance  were  put  into 
her  black  book,  or  her  red  one,  from 
the  moment  of  her  knowing  them  they 
became  outre,  and  loft  to  all  hope  of 
being  confidered  as  common  charaders. 
Not  only  was   Artremidorus  the  moft 

com- 
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complete  gentleman,  IMelifantliiania  the 
fweeteft  creature,  Sir  Peter  the  mofl  in- 
corrigible boor,  and  trade  the  vulgareft 
thing  in  nature  ;  but  Mrs.  Dizen's  pre- 
tenfions  to  tafle,  Mrs.  Treatwell's  liber- 
ality, Mifs  Simper*s  good-nature,  and 
Mr.  Overdo's  politenefs,  were  all  feen 
through  magnifying  optics.  If  they 
played  fecond  fiddle  dexteroufly,  they 
became  fuch  faultlefs  monfters  as  the 
world  never  faw  ;  but  if  they  prefumed 
to  vie  with  the  Fitzjohn's,  or  to  pafs 
them  without  due  homage,  even  Nero 
himfelf  had  not  fo  black  a  heart. 

I  have  fuch  a  general  antipathy  to 
every  thing  extraordinary,  that  I  con- 
flantly  draw  the  teeth  and  pare  the 
claws  of  all  the  lions  I-  can  catch,  with 
a  view  of  reducing  them  to  the  common 
clafs  of  domeftic  animals ;  and  as  I  do 
not  think  that  I  am  particularly  invidi- 
ous, 1  will  remind  thofe  v,ho  are  fund 
of  keeping  a  nianagerie,  that  it  Icldom 
f  3  turns 
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turns  to  a  good  account.  Exhibitions 
weary  the  attention,  human  nature  re- 
volts from  the  frequent  reprefentation  of 
decided  fuperiority ;  and  if  you  will 
afcribe  to  your  friends  a  little  more  eclat 
than  they  can  juflly  pretend  to  in  order 
to  gratify  your  own  vanity^  be  fo  mer- 
ciful to  their  reputation  as  to  throw  in 
fomerhing  of  a  failing,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  (harp  fcrutiny  of  awakened  cu- 
Tiofity.  I  do  affure  the  world,  that  I 
am  fo  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  this 
circumfpedtion,  that'  at  the  very  com- 
mencement of  my  literary  career,  I  gave 
hints  of  my  love  of  fnuff,  and  attach- 
ment to  cats.  I  have  fmce  almoil  ac- 
knowledged that  I  am  afraid  of  Betty  ; 
and,  fhould  the  world  continue  its  libe- 
ral patronage  to  my  lucubrations,  I  fhall 
deem  it  prudent  to  hint  that  I  have  fe- 
veral  more  oddities,  befides  a  fmall  obli- 
quity of  vifion,  and  a  trifling  irregularity 
in  my  fhape.  Or,  by  warmly  contend- 
ing' 
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Ing  that  a  genius  has  a  right  to  wear 
her  cap  awry,  and  to  have  her  gown  un- 
pinned, I  may  preferve  my  publications 
from  cenfure  ;  as  many  people  will  per- 
mit them  to  be  tolerable^  ir  they  are  but 
aflured  that  when  I  wrote  them  I  ought 
to  have  been  deaming  the  holes  in  my 
(lockings.    . 

To  return  to  Lady  Fitzjohn.  A£l- 
uated  by  the  fame  motive  which  pre- 
vents me  from  detailing  her  account  of 
Lord  Glanville,  I  choofe  to  bring  for- 
ward fome  anecdotes  of  herfeif,  with 
which  (he  did  not  favour  us,  I  have  al- 
ready defcribed  Sir  Peter  as  a  warm 
man ;  but  the  wealth  which  is  ample 
when  only  applied  to  the  wants  of  a  fru- 
gal  batchelor,  is  too  fcinty  to  feed  the 
copious  fountain  of  domeftic  extrava- 
gance, efpecially  when  the  wife  and 
children  are  alike  infe£led  by  the  difeafe 
of  becoming  people  of  confequence.  In 
vain  did  Sir  Peter  enlarge  his  connexions, 
F  4  and 
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and  with  unremitting  affiduity  poft  his 
legers,  and  balance  his  accounts.  His 
receipts  were  continually  exceeded  by  his 
payments,  and,  in  winding  up,  profit 
and  lofs  flood  on  the  wrong  fide  every 
year.  His  capital  diminiflied,  his  debts 
increafed  ;  and,  as  the  punduality  of  his 
payments  relaxed,  he  faw  his  rivals  in 
trade  flep  before  him,  not  only  in  the 
cheapnefs,  but  in  the  intrinfic  worth  of 
their  commodities,  while  his  clerks,  for 
want  of  employment,  fpent  their  morn- 
ings in  reading  novels,  and  their  even- 
ings in  gallanting  milliners^  appren- 
tices. 

Among  the  pleafures  of  the  married 
ftate,  that  of  always  having  a  faithful 
confidant  at  hand  to  whom  one  may  un- 
bofom  one's  diflreiTes  is  very  properly 
enumerated.  -Sir  Peter  at  the  com^ 
mencement  of  his  embarraflfments  availed 
himfelf  of  this  blefling  ;  and  if  the 
prime  qualities   of  a  confidant   are   fe- 

crecy. 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  lOJ 

crecy,  and  a  defire  to  revive  extin- 
guifhed  hope,  Lady  Fitzjohn  poflefled 
them  in  full  perfe6lion ;  for  flie  never 
dropped  the  lead  hint  of  her  hufband's 
fituation,  even  to  her  children,  and 
(he  conftantly  aliured  him  that  his  fears 
were  abfurd.  To  complete  her  kind- 
nefs,  fhe  alfo  endeavoured  to  point  out 
a  method  by  which  thefe  ideal  troubles 
might  be  banifhed  from  his  own  mind. 
"  The  returns  of  bufmefs,"  faid  flie, 
"  when  carried  on  in  your  dreaming, 
pundual  way,  are  feldom  equal  to  the 
fupport  of  a  family  in  thefe  expenfive 
times.  Why  don't  you  i'peculate  a  little, 
my  love  ?  all  rhe  v/orld  fpeculates  now  ; 
and  the  fhameful  prices  of  bread  and 
meat,  which  make  us  all  lb  poor,  are 
entirely  owing  to  fpeculation  and  mo- 
nopoly. There  is  a  combination  to  buy 
up  all  the  corn  and  cattle  ;  fo  *do  you 
buy  up  all  the  nails  and  flat.irons  in 
England  j  and  then  you  may  fell  rheai 
F  5  at 
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at  your  own  price.  Or  cannot  you 
fport  a  fcheme  of  your  own  ?  Any  thing 
will  do,  a  balloon  manufa£lory,  or  a 
fubterraneous  navigation  ;  that  is  juft 
coming  into  fafhion,  and  is  likely  to 
prove  a  rich  mine  to  a  man  of  genius. 
If  the  fubfcribers  fhould  be  troublefome, 
give  then  now  and  then  a  new  plan,  and 
you  may  keep  them  quiet  for  years  ;  or 
elfe  tire  out  their  patience.  Or  cannot 
you  burn  down  the  warehoufes  and  gain 
a  trifle  from  the  infurance  office  ? 
Really  Sir  Peter  you  feem  quite  deftitute 
of  expedients." 

During  this  fpeech  the  good  man  was 
rather  employed  in  wifhing  himfelf  old 
batchelor  Jones  again,  than  in  digefl- 
ing  his  lady's  hints.  His  attention  was 
roufed  by  this  laft  fuggeftion,  and,  with 
as  much  warmth  as  he  durfl  -aflume,  he 
afked  her  if  fhe  took  him  for  a  villain. 

"  A  villain!  oh  dear  no.  Do  you 
think  I  wouM  have  married  you  if  I  had 

not 
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not  had  the  higheft  opinion  of  your 
honour.  Really,  my  love,  you  quite 
frighten  me,  and  I  cannot  think  what 
makes  you  fo  crofs  to-day.  Let  me 
help  you  to  another  glafs  of  wine.  I  am 
fure  you  are  low-fpirited.  Why,  thefe 
fort  of  things  are  done  every  day,  Sir 
Peter,  and  people  go  into  very  good 
company  afterwards.  But  if  you  are  h 
fcrupulous,  only  let  me  conjure  you  to 
hold  up  your  head  as  long  as  you  can  ; 
and  if  a  crq/Jj  mufl  come,  the  heavier  it 
is  the  better.  It  really  would  break  my 
heart  to  deal  into  the  Gazette,  like 
Jenkins  the  chandler,  and  to  have  no- 
body care  about  our  misfortunes.  But 
to  have  it  rumoured  about  a  month  be- 
fore, that  the  mercantile  world  would 
receive  a  fevere  (hock,  then,  when  every 
body  was  thinking  whence  it  would 
come,  to  have  it  announced  in  an  even- 
ing paper,  "  An  exprefs  is  'juft  arrived 

from  W ,    ftating    that    the  great 

F  6  com- 
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commercial  houfe  of  Fitzjohn  has 
flopped  payment.  We  fcarcely  ever 
remember  fo  many  long  faces  as  the 
Change  will  exhibit  to-day.  The  fail- 
ure is  eftimated  at  half  a  million.  The 
furniture  of  the  villa "  I  know- 
not  how  far  the  inventive  powers  of 
Lady  Fitzjohn  might  have  extended 
her  imaginary  quotation,  if  a  groan 
from  Sir  Peter  had  not  checked  her 
eloquence  jufl  as  fhe  was  going  to  de- 
fcribe  (late  beds,  Venetian  glafles,  and 
gilt  plate.  She  now  direded  her  at- 
tention to,  her  hufband  in  the  following, 
flrain  of  confolatory  tendernefs :  "  Do 
drink,  your  Madeira,  Sir  Peter,  and 
don't  ruin  your  family  by  being  cow- 
hearted,  I  am  fure  the  children  will 
make  their  way  in  the  world,  if  you 
dont  interfere,  and  blaft  all  the  effects 
of  their  education.  Only  laft  night  you 
harped  upon  your  old  firing,  of  curtail- 
ing expences,  till  you   made  Artremi- 

-    dorus 
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dorus    look   grave,  and   Melifandrlania 
ready  to    cry.     Only  tjiink  of  fpoiling 
her  beautiful  eyes  jull  at  the  time  when 
Lord  Glanville  is  going  to  fall  in  love 
with   her.     The  girl  would  marry  well, 
depend  upon    it.      I  know    (lie  is  jud 
the  creature  that  a  man  of  fafhion  would 
likcrf     So  accomplifhed,  fo  delicate  :  and 
as    to  the    boy,  he    is    almofl   fure  Sir 
Brouze  Harpy  will  buy  him  a  borough  ; 
and  if  he  once  gets  into  parliament  the 
minifter  will  give  him  a   place ;  and   I 
hope    you  will  allow  that  he  will  then 
make  his  fortune.     I  protefl,  when  my 
children  are  eftablifhed  in  life,  I  fhall  not 
care  what    becomes   of  myfelf.     I  was 
born  in  a  cottage,   and  there  I  fpent  my 
happiefl:  hours,  and  I  will  retire   upon 
my  jointure  and  die  in  one.     Yes,    Sir 
Peter,    ungrateful    man    that   you    are 
(here  the  fair  orator  drew  out  her  hand- 
kerchief),   your  (Irange  humours  often 
force  me  to  regret  the  happy  fimplicity, 

the 
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the  fprightly  elegance  of  my  dear  father's 
manfion.  He,  poor,  dear  man,  loved  to 
fee  me  happy." 

Sir  Peter,  like  his  name-fake  la 
the  School  for  Scandal,  could  have 
told  fome  tales  of  this  manfion  ftill  lefs 
plegant  than  that  of  the  groom  and  the 
coach-horfe  ;  but  being  a  greater  lover 
of  domeftic  quiet,  he  perfevered  in  that 
taciturnity  which  experience  had  told 
him  was  the  wifefl  method,  whenever  his 
lady  was  in  an  inventi-ve  humour.  At 
the  clofe  of  her  harangue  he  acceded  to 
the  jullnefs  of  her  remarks,  with  refpedt 
to  the  future  greatnefs  of  his  children  ; 
but  gently  hinted,  that  it  would  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  manage  the  family  expences 
with  as  much  frugality  as  regard  to  ap- 
pearances would  allow  •,  left,  from  want 
of  precaution,  the  c7'aJ]o  (hould  come  be- 
fore their  eftablifhment  was  complete. 
Her  ladyfliip  admitted  the  propriety  of 
this  fuggePdon,  and  began  to  ceconomife 

imme- 
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immediately.  That  is  to  fay,  flie  ordered 
the  houfe-keeper  to  lock  up  the  fmali 
beer,  and  to  curtail  the  allowance  of 
kitchen  candles.  She  gave  her  undrefs 
mufllns  to  Betty,  and  bought  a  fet  of 
dark  callicoes  to  fave  walhing.  She  fold 
her  filver  falvers  to  purchafe  glafs  or- 
naments, and  refitted  her  apartments  in 
the  plain  cottage  way.  Profecuting  this 
prudent  defign,  fhe  determined  to  pay  a 
vifit  to  her  coufin  Inkle,  indead  of 
making  anexcurfion  while  her  houfe  was 
undergoing  thofe  operations  of  painting, 
white-wafhing,  &c.  which  her  determina- 
tion to  be  very  careful  of  her  expences 
rendered  necellary.  She  confidered  that 
the  Inkles  would  be  highly  gratified  by 
her  company,  and  would  certainly  give 
her  credit  for  her  cottage  furniture, 
efpecially  if  flie  hinted  that  perhaps  Sir 
Peter  might  be  piqued  if  they  drew 
upon  him  at  a  time  of  the  year  when  his 
remittances  were  always  mofl  confined. 
10  Befide 
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Befide  thefe  motives,  the  diftance  be« 
tween  Danbury  and  "W—  allowed 
her  to  hurry  back  the  moment  Lord 
Glanville  returned  to  his  caftle ;  and  fhe 
felt  that  file  might  leave  people  at  a 
moment's  warning  whom  fhe  would  ne- 
ver have  vifited  from  any  other  motive 
than  convenience. 
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CHAP.    V. 

Trejh  Chara^ers,  A  great  Deal  of  very 
high  Company.  A  complete  Jine  Gen^ 
tleman  of  the  old  School^  with  a  Portrait 
of  exploded  Manners^  and  an  Appari* 
tion. 

Though  the  love  of  novelty,  when 
combined  with  a  pernicious  contempt  for 
eftablifhed  ufages,  and  as  pernicious  a 
rage  for  rafh  expedients,  has  produced 
mofl  dreadful  effe^ls,  not  only  in  the 
great  republic  of  Europe,  but  in  the  ha- 
bits of  private  life;  yet,  like  moft  of  our 
natural  defires,  if  reftrained  within  pro- 
per bounds,  and  direded  to  fuitable  ob- 
je6ls,  it  may  be  lawfully  indulged. 

For 
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For  inilance,  propriety  may  fugged 
the  want  of  a  new  garment,  accommoda- 
tion ma^  hint  the  expediency  of  follow- 
ing a  new  fafhion,  or  ladlrude  may  indi- 
cate the  utility  of  a  change  of  occupa- 
tion ;  in  all  thefe  inftances  variety  is 
lawful  as  well  as  charming.  But  let  us 
not  be  craving  for  a  new  religion,  a  new 
government,  a  new  fydem  of  morals,  or 
a  new  code  of  law.  Some  of  thofe 
things  are  in  their  nature  invariable^  and 
others  are  enhanced  in  value  by  that  an- 
tiquity which  has  recorded  their  wifdom 
and  utility.  Nor  may  the  love  of  no- 
veltv  extend  to  the  defire  of  a  new  huf- 
band,  or  a  new  wife,  while  the  old  one 
remains  to  remind  us  of  the  permanence 
of  a  tie  which  was/contradled  for  the 
term  of  our  joint  exillence.  Inftead  of 
indulging  faditious  defires,  and  faftidious 
diilikes,  let  us  fteadily  examiue  the  real 
value  of  what  we  pofTefs ;  remembering, 
that  nothing  human  can  be  perfed',  that 

the 
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the  failings  which  we  are  long  accuftomed 
to  are  become  fo  familiar  to  our  habits, 
that  they  may  be  borne  ;  and  the  virtues 
which  we  have  long  proved  are  rendered 
fo  neceflary  to  our  comforts,  that  we 
cannot  be  deprived  of  them  without  e::- 
periencing  a  painful  void.  I  might  have 
extended  thefe  obfervations  to  old 
friends,  old  fervants,  and  -old  cuftoms, 
had  I  not  recollected  that  the  beginning 
of  the  chapter  encouraged  my  readers  to 
hope  for  a  little  novelty,  and  therefore 
my  habitual  profing  muit  feem  unufually 
unfeafonable. 

As  the  Fitzjohns  left  Danbury  the 
moment  that  certain  intelligence  arrived 
that  the  Earl  and  Lady  Caroline  were 
returned  into  the  country,  it  is  time  my 
readers  (liould  be  introduced  to  that 
nobleman.  Inflead  of  repeating  the  nu- 
merous civilities  that  palled' between  the 
Inkles  and  thei;*  illuftrious  friends,  I 
I  (hall  feat  the  latter  quietly  in  their  tra- 
velling 
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veiling  coach,  and  fend  them  poft  to 
W -.  I  fhall  alfo  leave  Mrs.  Inkle  de- 
termined to  return  her  coufm's  vifit ; 
and  her  hufband  hoping  that  Mifs  would 
foon  become  Lady  Glanvilie,  being  con- 
vinced, from  her  not  caring  about 
money,  that  fhe  would  encourage  trade 
as  ladies  of  falhion  ought. 

The  probability  of  the  fair  Melifan- 
driania's  becoming  a  Countefs  mud  de- 
penci  upon  the  portrait  of  her  latent 
adorer.  The  graceful  figure  of  the 
Earl  of  Glanville,  gently  bending  under 
the  withering  hand  of  time,  excited  an 
mterefl  in  even  a  fuperficial  beholder  ; 
which  was  increafed  by  perceiving  that  his 
countenance  was  furrowed  by  care,  and 
deeply  tinged  with  a  "  green  and  yellow- 
melancholy."  His  manners  at  times 
confirmed  this  prepoflelTiori ;  they  were 
occafionally  correal,  conciliating  and 
equDlly  expreilive  of  the  courtier  and  the 
man  of  fenfe.  His  llyle  of  living  was 
~  adapted 
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adapted  to  attra^l  popularity  ;  his  doors 
were  open  to  every  gueft:  who  could 
produce  the  llighteft  introdudion ;  his 
table  was  fpread  with  elegant  profufion ; 
and  the  amufements  that  Glanville  caftle 
afforded  were  varied  with  talle.  The 
world  is  not  fo  faftidious  as  to  reje6l  the 
folicitations  of  one  who  can  urge  fo  many 
claims  to  its  favour ;  every  body  of 
courfe  vlfited  Lord  Glanville  ;  and  every 
body  pleaded  the  fame  humane  motive, 
namely,  that  it  was  charity  to  try  to 
amufe  fuch  an  amiable  nobleman. 

The  attempt,  however,  was  by  no 
means  generally  fuccefsful.  The  air  of 
hilarity  that  diffufed  itfelf  over  the  fea- 
tures of  the  liberal  hoft,  when  twenty 
tongues  were  founding  forth  his  praife, 
was  apt  to  be  fuddenly  overcalt,  and  he 
who  but  a  moment  before  ghded  round 
the  circle  of  admiring  friends,  with 
fomething  pleafant  to  fay  to  every  I  ody, 
would  become  loll  and  abflraded,  fixed 

in 
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in  a  gloomy  reverie,  which  even  the  fyren 
fong  of  flattery  could  not  difturb. 

Various  opinions  vi^ere  formed  in  the 
neighbourhood  refpecling  the  caufe  of 
this  extraordinary  behaviour.  Many  be- 
lieved that  he  was  a  moft:  profound  fcho- 
lar ;  and,  from  the  circumftance  of  his' 
once  naming  Euclid,  he  was  fufpeded  of 
injuring  his  mind  by  too  clofe  attention 
to  mathematics.  Others,  perfuaded 
that  his  difeafe  was  the  cacoeihes  fcriben- 
di,  expe6i:ed  his  lordfhip  would  fpeedily 
publifh,  and  prepared  a  place  in  their 
libraries  for  an  elegantly  bound  copy  of 
his  treatifeon  politics,  raetaphyfics,  rural 
(economy,  or  any  other  genteel  fcience. 
Others  afcribed  his  v/ant  of  recolledlion 
to  too  keen  an  attachment  to  the  memo- 
ry  of  his  late  Countefs ;  while  many 
thought  that  he  was  not  quite  fatisfied 
with  the  farcaftic  wit  and  exuberant 
gaiety  of  his  daughter  Lady  Caroline. 
Such  were  the  various  fentiments  of  the 

vifitors 
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vlfitors  at  Caftle  Glanvllle.  The  deci- 
fion  of  the  Fitzjohns,  or  rather  of  the 
Lady  wife,  was  unique  ;  for  fhe  deter- 
mined that  he  mufl:  be  love. 

"  Don't  you  fee,"  faid  die,  addrefling 
herfelf  to  her  cara  fpofa,  "  that  the  poor 
earl  is  downright  miferable  ?  and  what 
can  be  the  caufe  ?  A  fine  houfe,  alllu* 
ent  fortune,  high  rank,  extenfive  con- 
nexions, no  comfort  wanting  except  a 
wife.  I  wifli,  Sir  Peter,  you  would  at- 
tend to  what  I  fay,  and  leave  off  your 
odious  habit  of  difregarding  my  obferva- 
tions.'* 

*'  I  beg  your  pardon,  my  dear,  I  was 
thinking  of  that  draft  being  returned, 
and  feveral  other  aukward  things.  Pray 
what   was    you  talking    about  ?" 

"Why  Lord  Glanville,  to  be  fure  •, 
?nd  I  fay  he  will  not  get  rid  of  his 
melancholy  till  he  is  married." 

"  I  don't  think  marrying  likely  to  cure 
him  of  melancholy,"  faid  Sir  Peter  with 
a  profound  figh. 

"Why 
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"Why  not?" 

*'  Becaufe  wives  often  make  their  huf- 
bands  very  miferable." 

"  O  fye,  papa  I"  exclaimed  Melifan- 
driania.  "  I  am  fure  you  have  no  right 
to  fay  fo.  Only  think  how  dull  our 
houfe  would  be  without  mamma.  I  am 
fure  I  could  not  bear  to  live  in  it." 

"  True,  my  love,  but  your  father  is  in 
one  thing  a  philofopher ;  he  is  void  of 
gratitude.  But  I  fuppofe  Sir  Peter,  ^ven 
your  phlegmatic  habits  will  be  roufed 
when  I  tell  you  Melifandriania  will  foon 
be  a  Countefs." 

"  Oh  mamma !"  and  "  what  d'ye 
'  fay  my  lady  ?*'  re-echoed  from  each  of 
her  ladyfhip's  auditors.  "  I  fay,"  conti- 
nued  llie,  "  that  his  lordfliip  muft  mean 
fomething.  Such  looks,  fuch  attentions, 
fuch  deep-drawn  fighs.  I  wonder  they 
did  not  ilrike  you.  Sir  Peter." 

*'  It  is  a  great  many  years  fmce  I  was 
in  love,"  returned  the  knight  with  a 
fympathetic  groan. 

13  "It 
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"  It  will  be  to  no  purpofe  for  him  to 
be  in  love  with  me,"  obferved  Mellfen- 
driania.  ''  I  hope,  mamma,  you  would 
not  think  of  my  marrying  a  man  who  is 
old  enough  to  be  my  grand-papa.  Not 
that  I  (hould  be  willing  to  give  him  a  jQat 
refufal ;  and  really  I  do  hope  that  it  is 
not  me  that  makes  him  unhappy." 

In  judice  to  this  humane  wi(h,  I  will 
inform  my  readers  that  Lord  Glanville's 
dejedion  was  deeply  rooted  in  his  foul 
long  before  the  above  bright  affemblagc 
of  beauties  irradiated  his  caftle.  Nay  it 
is  poflible,  fo  thick  was  the  mift  in  which 
melancholy  had  involved  his  foul,  that 
even  this  fair  prototype  of  the  Gre- 
cian Venus  might  have  retired  unfeen,  if 
Lady  Caroline  had  not  with  more  malice 
than  prudence  called  his  attention  to  a 
bourgeois  fillette^  who  was  really  pretty 
in  fpite  of  affecbation  and  vulgatitye 
His  lordfhip  turned,  gazed,  and  nodded 
to  his  daughter.     If  he  was  fmitten,  k 

VOL.  I.  a  var 
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was  at  that  moment ;  and  Lady  Fitzjohn 
truly  obferved  that  he  certainly  loil  two 
rubbers  and  was  gammoned  that  very 
evening. 

The  conclufions  of  thofe  who  traced 
the  earl's  malady  to  affliQion  for  his 
wife's  death  were  not  founded  on  more 
certain  premifes.  Though  on  their  mar- 
riage they  had  been  pronounced  a  charm- 
ing couple,  juft  fuited  to  each  other,  a 
few  circumftances  afterwards  tianfpired 
which  made  the  world  fufpe<5l  that  the 
hymeneal  torch  call  at  firft  but  a  pallid 
luftre,  and  was  foon  quite  extinguilhed. , 
To  own  the  truth.  Lord  and  Lady  Glan- 
ville  foon  difcovered  that  their  tempers, 
habits,  and  inclinations  were  totally  dif- 
fimilar.  Being  both  remarkably  well 
bred,  they  mutually  agreed  to  give  each 
other  as  little  trouble  as  polTible  ;  and, 
being  very  prudent,  they  judged  it  ex- 
pedient to  carry  a  good  appearance  to 
the  world.     During  the  winter  feafon, 

this 
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thij  amiable  pair  conflantly  met  at  din- 
ner, and  by  afFedionate  looks  and  civil 
fpeeches  convinced  their  guefls  (if  they 
were  very  polite,  or  very  ignorant  of  high 
life)  that    they  were  actually  a  fecond 
Admetus  and  Alcefle.     His  lorddiip  was 
in   acronies  led  the    fatis^ues  of  London 
fhould  overpower  her  ladyfnip's  delicate 
health  ;   and  ihe   lamented,   that  his  fa- 
vourite regular  habits  were  extremely  ill 
fuited  to  late  hours.     The  earl  talked  of 
giving  up  the  pofl  which  he  then  held, 
becaufe  it  deprived  him  of  the  little  that 
he  could  elfe  have  enjoyed  of  Lady  Glan- 
vil!e*s  company  ;  and  the  countefs  never 
accepted  an  invitation  till  (he  had  afked 
her   lord  if  there  was    any   chance  of 
their  having  a   domeftic  evening.     He 
praifed    her  natural  love  of  retirement, 
fhe  was  in  ecftafies  with  his  connubial  af- 
feflion  ;    and  they   continued  to  repeat 
each  other's  eulogies,  till  the  company 
difperfed,  and  the   farce   ended.      His 
G  2  lordOiip 
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lordlhip  then  ordered  his  chair,  her 
ladyfhipher  vis-a-vis,  and  they  met  again 
next  day,  ten  minutes  before  dinner,  in 
the  drawing-room,  to  regret  that  they 
had  been  forced  to  fpend  the  preceding 
evening  mfeparate  parties. 

It  vi^as  matter  of  wonder,  that  this  hap- 
py pair  never  enjoyed  the  calm  deh'ghts  of 
rural  happinefs  together  during  theyz/;;;;«^r 
feafon,  efpecially  as  purling  dreams  and 
ihady  groves  are  the  favourite  abodes  of 
tendernefs  and  love  ;  but  there  is  always 
fome  unlucky  circumftance  to  prevent 
people  from  reaching  the  fummit  of  feli- 
city. 

Lady  Glanville,  at  her  villa  near 
town,  entertained  her  vifitors  with  com- 
plaints that  her  weak  frame  would  not 
allow  her  to  accompany  her  lord  to  his 
paternal  manfion,  of  which  he  had  fent 
her  the  mofl  enchanting  defcriptions ; 
while  at  the  fame  time  he  protefted,  that 
nothing  but  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  duty 
5  he 
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fee  owed  to  his  afFedlonate  yeomanry 
and  friendly  neighbours  could  prevail 
upon  him  to  relinquiHi  the  fociery  which 
he  moft  enjoyed.  And  his  lordfhip  while 
he  warmed  his  old  family  feat,  and  bade 
the  wilds  of  Cumberland  re-echo  with 
feftivity,  always  faid  that  he  wanted 
nothing  but  Lady  Glanville  to  make 
him  quite  happy* 

Hypocrify  is  termed  the  tribute  that 
Tice  pays  to  virtue.  It  is,  indeed,  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  fuperiority ;  and, 
though  1  deteft  deceit,  I  cannot  think  that 
manners  are  improved  by  the  fmner's 
not  only  proclaiming  his  crimes  with 
unblulhing  effrontery,  but  even  with  in- 
verted ambition  afpiring  to  more  infa- 
my than  he  is  juftly  heir  to.  Reputation 
was  the  idol  that  Lord  Glanville  woifiiip- 
ped ;  he  wifhed  to  be  confidered  as  the 
firft  man  of  the  age ;  but  he  was  edu- 
cated in  that  old  fchool  of  manners 
which  deprived  the  jockey,  the  brute, 
G  3  the 
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the  boor,  and  the  buffoon,  of  all  hopes 
of  attaining  that  enviable  diftindion. 
He  had  been  taught,  that  if  the  morals 
of  the  man  did  not  at  lead  feem  to  re- 
gard decorum,  an  indelible  fhade  would 
be  thrown  over  his  public  character. 
He  was,  indeed,  well  affured  that  his 
lady's  attachment  to  Major  Mitford,  to 
whom  fhe  had  been  formerly  engaged, 
continued  in  full  force  ;  nay,  that  he  vi- 
fited  her  at  her  villa,  doubtlefs  to  join 
in  her  regrets  for  her  hufband's  abfence. 
But  his  lordtliip  certainly  never  reached 
the  fummit  of  connubial  liberality ;  for 
he  did  not  profefs  fricndfhip  to  the  man 
whom  he  fufpeded  of  fupplanting  him 
m  the  affections  of  his  wedded  partner. 
I  am  perfuaded  that  he  never  drove  the 
major  in  his  phaeton  ;  and,  though  they 
both  ranked  high  in  the  beau  monde, 
they  were  never  feen  arm  in  arm  in  Bond- 
ftreet,  nor  lounging  together  at  a  fruit- 
erer's.     I  queftion  if  the  mod  fpirited 

woman 
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woman  of  high  ton  would  have  dared^ 
even  for  a  frolic,  to  have  complimented 
the  Glanvilles  by  inviting  the  major  to 
meet  them.  Nay,  I  have  been  informed 
by  unqueftionable  authority,  that  the 
countefs  had  never  courage  enough  to 
be  feen  in. public  with  her  fuppoftd  gal- 
lant. I  think  it  my  duty  to  be  very  ex- 
plicit in  dating  thefe  circumltances,  as  I 
am  aware  that  the  revolution  which  has 
taken  place  in  vice  within  thefe  lafl 
twenty  years  mud  make  fuch  of  my 
young  readers  as  are  hackneyed  in  mo- 
dern manners  think  that  I  iketch  the 
portrait  of  a  rii'// hufband  with  very  faint 
colours.  They  have  heard  of  men  who 
have  gloried  in  the  criminality  of  their 
conforts ;  of  gentlemen  who  trade  in 
adultery,  and  feek  to  repair  a  falling  for- 
tune with  the  fpoils  of  female  reputa- 
tion ;  of  concerted  crimes,  of  convenient 
crim-cons,  of  ufeful  abfences,  and  all 
the  diabolical  et-ceteras  that  form  the 
G  4  dreadful 
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dreadful  traffic  of  conjugal  infidelity. 
But  I  mufl:  inform  them,  that  before  phi- 
lofophifm  and  infidelity  fyftematized  de- 
pravity, confounded  names  and  natures, 
and  termed  criminal  indulgences  fulfil- 
ling the  grand  laws  of  our  exiftence, 
guilt  was  contented  with  impunity^  and 
did  not  alk  iox  fame*  The  willing  wit- 
tol  did  not  then  creep  from  his  den  of 
infamy,  and  bid  juflice  tremble  on  its 
awful  bench  while  he  demanded  a  r^- 
ward  for  being  the  mod  contemptible 
of  mankind. 

Two  letters  that  pafled  between  Lord 
and  Lady  Gianvilie  may  explain  the 
manners  of  the  times  of  which  I  am  treat- 
ing. They  were,  indeed,  far  diftant 
from  moral,  and  ftill  farther  from 
Chrillian  reditude  ;  but  flill  they  have 
fomething  to  boafl  of  when  compared 
with  the  open  liceniioufnefs  of  the  pre- 
sent day »  • 


To 
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"  To  the  Countcfs  of  Glanville. 

"  Madam, 

"  When  you  recoiled  the  circumflan- 
ces  that  attended  our  marriage,  lam  con- 
vinced you  will  acknowledge  the  can- 
dour and  lenity  which  di6lates  my  pre- 
fent  application.  I  have  been  informed, 
that  Major  Mitford  has  been  feen  to 
vifit  you  at  Richmond  during  my  ab- 
fence.  The  feverity  of  my  anfvver  to  the 
perfon  who  gave  me  this  intelligence 
will  preferve  me  in  future  from  the  bufy 
impertinence  of  officious  friendfhip  ;  but 
your  tranquillity  mud  depend  upon  your 
own  difcretion. 

"  I  am  well  aware  that  your  ladyfhip 
has  never  permitted  me  to  difpute  my 
rival's  claim  to  your  affections.  When, 
in  the  prefence  of  your  father,  you  de- 
clared that  Mitford  was  your^r/?,  and 
G  5  fliould 
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fliould  be  your  only  love,  I  determined 
to  fave  myfelf  from  the  mortification  of 
rejeEted  tendernefs.  I  never  hoped  for 
your  heart,  madam;  I  formed  no  roman- 
tic vifions  of  hymeneal  happinefs.  I 
have  behaved  like  a  refpeftful  polite  huf- 
band,  and  my  remembrance  figns  my 
full  acquittal. 

*'  I  have  never  been  fo  extravagant  as 
to  expefl  you  to  conform  to  my  ideas 
of  happinefs,  nor  to  ftudy  my  temper. 
In  thefe  refpedls,  by  mutual  agreement, 
the  chains  erf  wedlock  have  fat  eafy  on 
us  both.  But  remember.  Lady  Glan- 
ville,  there  is  a  jewel  in  your  keeping 
which  is  dearer  to  me  than  life :  a 
jewel  which  if  you  lofe  I  fhall  be  im- 
powered  to  take  legal  public  juftice. 
Painful  as  fuch  a  proceeding  would  be 
to  my  feelings  ;  obferve,  madam,  your 
reputation  mufl  not  be  contaminated  by 
the  breath  of  flander,  on  pain  of  your 
being  caft  off  an  alien  to  my  name. 

In 
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In  this  refpedl  we  mud  be  one.  Take 
care  that  your  imprudence  does  not 
reach  a  height  that  I  muji  notice,  and  be- 
ware of  flaining  the  unfullied  honour 

of 

Glanville." 


"  To  the  Earl  ^Glanville. 
"  My  lord, 

"It  is  fo  impoflible  for  me  to  forget 
the  circumflances  which  attended  our 
marriage,  that  I  am  concerned  your 
lordfhip  (hould  wade  your  valuable  time 
in  recalling  them  to  my  remembrance. 

"  Equally  fuperfluous  is  your  folicitude 
to  exculpate  yourfelf  from  the  cenfurc 
of  endeavouring  to  gain  my  affections. 
You  might  have  trufted  to  my  honour, 
to  my  jufllce  I  fhould  fay,  to  clear  you 
in  that  point.  Your  delicacy  taught 
you  the  impropriety  of  wifhing  to  re- 
claim my  heart  from  the  man  to  whom 
c  6  I  de- 
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i  devoted  it,  nor  Have  you  in  one  in-^ 
ftance  fwerved  from  this  pun£lilio.  We 
fo  perfedlly  underftand  each  other,  that 
I  wonder  your  lordfhip  fhould  take  the 
trouble  of  writing  to  me  in.  your  own 
hand  :  but  perhaps  Jervais  is  ignorant 
that  Major  Mitford  often  comes  to  Rich- 
mond ;  if  fo,  I  truft  you  have  taken  pro- 
per precautions  to  prevent  him  from 
opening  this  letter. 

"  I  am  convinced  that  it  would  be 
very  painful  to  your  lordfhip  to  have  our 
Hiftory  difeufled  in  a  court  of  juftice. 
The  tale  of  Mifs  Aubrey  would  make  a 
bad  epifode ;  and  the  unfullied  honour 
©fa  Britifhpeer  might  be  contaminated 
by  a  trial  for  bigamy.  Reft  afiured, 
my  lord,  that  my  indifcretion  fhall  not 
bring  on  fuch  an  eclairciffement.  I 
have  reafons  fpr  wiihing  to  be  confider- 
cd  as  your  wife,  but  no  motive  to  forget 
that  I  am  <?»//  the  injured 

Caroline  Lewson.'^ 
Lady 
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Lady  Townly  obferves,.  that  in  com- 
pofmg  the  true  matritiionial  (herbet  fhe 
and  her  lord  were  apt  to  fqueeze  in  a  little 
too  much  acid.  The  above  letters 
would  fcarcely  be  thought  to  want/f^«- 
gency ;  yet,  to  prove  the  fuperior  com- 
mand of  temper  which  charaderized 
this  very  high-bred  couple,  Lady  Glan- 
ville  faw  maflcs  the  very  evening  (he 
received  her  letter  from  his  lordfliip  : 
but  file  conducted  herfelf  with  fuch 
gaiety  and  eafe,  that  the  Savoir-vivre 
club  pofitively  declared  Glanville  was 
the  luckieft  dog  in  England  to  poflefs 
fuch  a  divine  creature.  Her  reply 
reached  his  lordfhip  in  Cumberland,  juft 
as  he  was  entertaining  the  free  and  in- 
dependent electors  of  — — — .  And 
here  I  mufl  exult  in  one  example  of  the 
fuperior  placidity  of  my  fex.  I  have  it 
from  good  authority,  that  he  trembled 
as  he  broke  the  feal,  and  that  a  livid 
palenefs  fpread  itfelf  over  his  face  while 

he 
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he  muttered  fomething  very  like  a  curfe 
on  perufmg  it.  This  dereliclion  from 
good  breeding,  however,  was  but  mo- 
mentary ;  he  filled  a  bumper,  gave 
Lady  Glanville's  health,  and  the  toaft 
was  re-echoed  by  an  hundred  voices. 
The  next  day  the  valet  addrefled  his 
lady,  in  fix  mod  afFeftionate  lines  dic- 
tated by  his  mafter,  to  thank  her  for  her 
mod  welcome  letter;  hislordOiip  figned 
it,  and  her  ladyihip's  woman  wrote  as 
kind  an  anfwer  by  return  of  poll,  which 
Lady  Glanville  alfo  authenticated  with 
her  own  f'gnature.  The  correfpond- 
ence,  thus  renewed,  continued  on  the 
fame  footing  till  the  health  of  the  coun- 
tefs,  which  had  been  for  fome  years  de- 
clining, compelled  her  to  tear  herfelf 
from  her  dear  lord,  and  to  try  the 
warm  baths  of  Montpellier.  The  earl, 
to  his  infinite  regret,  was  neceffitated  to 
let  the  duties  of  the  patriot  triumph  over 
the  feelings  of  the  man.    A  queftion  of 

great 
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great  importance  was  expe£led  to  be 
decided  in  the  courfe  of  the  feilion ; 
and,  as  the  love  of  his  country  was 
his  ruling  pafTion,  he  entrufted  what  was 
dearer  to  him  than  life  to  the  care  of 
Jervais,  on  whofe  judgment  and  atten- 
tion he  had  indeed  caufe  to  rely.  Lady 
Glanville  reached  the  place  of  her  de- 
flination,  and  there  fell  a  victim  to  a 
difeafe  which  no  falubrious  waters,  nor 
health-reftoring  drug  can  relieve  :  The 
gnawing  worm  of  difcontent  had  lace- 
rated her  bofom  with  a  mortal  wound, 
and  fhe  added  one  more  to  the  nume- 
rous vidims  of  error,  paffion,  and  folly. 

The  reader  may  be  aflured  that  Lord 
Glanville  conduced  himfelf  with  great 
propriety  on  this  fad  occafion.  The 
corpfe  was  brought  back  to  Eng- 
land, the  funeral  was  conducted  in  the 
befl:  ftyle,  his  lordfhip  was  very  correct 
in  the  time  of  his  feclufion,  and  returned 
to  th€  world  with   flow  and   meafured 

fteps. 
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fteps.  But,  though  the  fombrous  air' 
of  melancholy  never  after  left  his  face, 
people  who  knew  him  well  were  not 
inclined  to  place  it  to  the  account  of 
fond  regret.  At  firfi:  it  was  obferyed,, 
that  it  is  as  eafy  to  affeft  forrow  as  hap- 
pinefs ;  and  that  it  is  very  improbable,, 
that  a  man  fhould  grieve  for  the  death 
of  a  wife  whofe  life  had  been  embittered 
by  his.  negle£i:.  It  was  even  predi£led,, 
that  the  form  of  woe  would  be  thrown 
afide  with  the  "  inky  cloak,"  and  that 
fome  young  blooming  Lady  Glanville 
would  change  fober-fuited  melancholy 
into  "mirth  tripping  on  the  light  fantaftic 
toe."  Though  iimilar  events  have  hap- 
pened often  enough  to  juftify  fuch  au- 
guries, twelve  years  elapfed  between  the 
death  of  the  countefs  and  the  earPs  ar- 
rival at  Glanville-caftle,  without  his 
making  another  vifit  to  the  hymeneal^ 
altar^ 

Weary 
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Weary  with  fuggefling  reafons  for  his 
]ordihip*s  continued  deje^lion,  conjec- 
ture had  long  CmcQ  acquiefced  in  the 
fuppofition  that  his  treatment  of  his  for- 
mer lady  hung  heavy  upon  his  con- 
fcience.  This  opinion  was  confirmed 
by  his  never  more  vifiting  his  feat  in 
Cumberland,  though  the  aflies  of  hh 
deareft  wife  repofed  there  in  a  (lately 
maufoleum  ereded  in  honour  of  her  un- 
paralleled worth,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  her  virtues  and  his  regret, 

I  cannot  help  adding  an  anecdote  that 
gave  celebrity  to  this  tribute  of  conjugal 
efteem.  The  building  was  fcarcely  fi- 
nifhed  before  the  neighbours  furnifhed  it 
with  an  incorporeal  inhabitant.  A  tail 
white  figure  was  frequently  feen,  either 
bending  over  the  fepulchre,  or  walking 
at  fome  little  diftance.  Sometimes 
beckoning  fomebody  from  the  houfe,  at 
other  times  wringing  the  hands  as  if 
overwhehned  with  the  deeped  anguifh.. 

Thougl^ 
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Though  not  one  of  all  thofe  who 
witnelTed  this  extraordinary  apparition 
had  ever  feen  the  late  countefs,  or  pof- 
felTed  fufficient  fortitude  to  contemplate 
the  features  of  the  ghofl,  it  was  received 
as  a  certain  fad  in  the  neighbourhood, 
that  it  was  no  other  than  the  buried 
Lady  Glanville,  who  revifited  thus  the 
glimpfes  of  the  moon,  making  night 
*' hideous."  The  alarm  became  general; 
at  length  the  curate,  who  had  protefted 
that  he  would  only  be  convinced  by 
ocular  demonftration,  met  the  fpedlre 
as  he  returned  from  eating  lamb's  wool 
and  cracknels  with  the  houfekeeper  on 
Allhallowtide  eve.  On  his  bravely 
inquiring  what  it  was,  he  was  anfwered 
in  a  voice  rather  rough  than  hollow, 
«  I  am  the  ghofl:  of  Lady  Glanville." 
Now  though  a  tete-a-tete  with  the  ap- 
parition of  a  woman  of  quality  is  really 
a  novelty,  perhaps  even  few  fine  gentle- 
^len  would  have  philofophy  enough  to 
6  wilh 
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wifli  for  it  when  they  were  j ad  entering 
on  a  dreary  moor,  in  a  cold  moonlighc 
night,  remote  from  all  intercourfe  with 
human  beings.  His  reverence,  tb^re- 
fore,  without  wifhing  her  ladyfliip  good- 
night, made  good  his  retreat  with  all 
poflible  expedition.  After  ruminating 
on  this  ftrange  occurrence,  he  thought 
that  the  wif'elt  method  would  be  to  com- 
municate the  particulars  to  Lord  Glan- 
ville,  who,  fmce  he  fo  deeply  regretted 
his  wife's  death,  would  doubtlefs  rejoice 
in  an  opportunity  of  having  a  little  more 
of  her  company. 

I  am  forry  to  fay  that  the  event  did 
not  anfwer  the  curate's  expedations ; 
for  though  he  took  care  to  have  his  own 
teftimony  confirmed  by  that  of  nume- 
rous witnefles,  the  earl  was  not  only  in- 
credulous, but  extremely  indignant  at 
the  information  ;  and  he  was  fo  far  from 
rewarding  the  friend  who  willied  to  pro- 
cure him  fuch  an  unexpected  happinefs, 

that 
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that  he  efleemed  this  inftance  of  grofs 
credulity  and  ill-breeding  a  fufficienr 
provocation  to  Juftify  him  in  refufing  to- 
fuiiil  his  promife  of  remunerating  the 
pious  labours  of  uneducated  fimplicity 
with  a  vicarage  of  twenty  pounds  a  year^ 
which  had  juft  fallen  vacant.  With 
inuch  apparent  zeal  for  the  welfare  of 
the  eftabiifhment,  his  lordfhip  declared, 
that  his  honour  would  not  permit  him  ta 
place  a  man  in  a  refponfible  office  who 
was  the  dupe  of  fuch  illiberal  fuperfli- 
tion,  and  that  his  eonfcience  required 
him  as  a  patron  to  examine  with  the 
mod  fcrupulous  minutenefs  the  abilities 
of  thofe  whom  he  appointed  to  his  be- 
nefices. The  reader  will  judge  whe- 
ther his  lordfhip's  judice  did  not  verge 
on  fevere  auderity  in  the  above'  in- 
flance.-  My  own  averfion  againft  ge- 
.neral  reflexions  makes  me  proteft  againit 
his  illiberallty  in  frequently  repeating 
this  adventure,  and  uling  it  as  a  con- 
fir  ma- 
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firmation  of  his  favourite  tenet,  that 
prieih  were  either  bigots  or  knaves.  But 
Lord  Glanville  is  not  the  only  great 
man  who  has  quarrelled  with  the  Chrif- 
tian  prieflhood  through  diflike  of  a  mo- 
nitor. 

The  earl  left  England  foon  after  the 
above  incident,  and  before  a  robufl: 
Cambrian  peafant  had  difcovered  Lady 
Glanville's  ghoft  to  be  no  other  than 
the  under-gardener,  who  had  contrived 
to  carry  on  his  amour  with  the  dairy- 
maid v/ith  greater  fecrecy,  and  more 
fpirit,  by  connecting  it  with  the  double 
plot  of  terrifying  'Jie  neighbourhood.  I 
will  here  requefl:  the  world  to  take  no- 
tice, that  this  is  the  fecond  ghoft  I  have 
already  introduced  into  this  novel.  It 
has  been  objecled  to  me  as  a  great  want 
of  tafte,  that  I  have  ^onftantly  rejeded 
the  marvellous  m  my  former  publica- 
tions. Though  I  might  ple^d  that  per- 
tinacity  which  id  the    privilege  of   my 

fifter- 
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fifterhood,  for  an  excufe  in  adhering  to 
my  own  fyftem  of  probability,  the  na- 
tural pliability  of  my  temper  has  in- 
duced me  to  yield  to  the  general  opi- 
nion. And  I  do  afliire  the  literary 
world,  whether  they  confifl  of  journal- 
ifts  and  reviewers,  or  of  fine  gentlemen 
and  ladies,  that  I  only  wait  for  their 
being"  unanimous  in  their  cenfures,  and  I 
will  then  remedy  all  my  other  errors.  But 
while  one  learned  critic  points  that 
out  as  a  blemifh  which  another  has 
commended  as  a  beauty,  I  think  it  is 
advifeable  not  to  imitate  the  old  man 
and  his  fon,  who  endeavoured  to  pleafe 
every  body  in  their  method  of  driving 
their  afs  to  market.  Inftead,  therefore, 
of  tofling  my  bead  into  the  river  in  a 
fit  of  petulance,  the  public  may  be  af- 
fured,  that  whenever  I  have  goods 
to  lade  him  with  I  fliall  drive  him  to 
the  fair  in  my  own  odd  way,  till  I  am 
dearly  told  how  I  may  improve  his  paces. 
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CHAP.    VI. 

Satan    appears   m   the  Similitude  of  an 
Angel  of  Light. 

During  Lord  Glanville's  ab fence  from 
England   he  vifited  the  moft  celebrated 
places   in  Italy,  France,  and  Germany ; 
devoting   his  time  to  the  education  of 
his  only  daughter,  and  to  the  improve- 
ment of  his    tafle    in    njertiz*     As    his 
ample    fortune  juitified    careleiTnefs  of 
expence,  his  table  was   thronged  by  li- 
terati, and   his    mufeum   crowded  with 
antiques,    gems,     medals,   ftatues,    and 
other    relics  of  "  ingenious    Greece   or 
mighty   Rome."      Thus,   while  impro- 
ving his  own  tafte,  and  forming  Lady 
Caroline's  upon  the  pureft;  models,  he 

roved 
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Toved  from  place  to  place,  every  where 
devoting  his  attention  to  the  acquifition 
of  fcience,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
elegant  pleafures^  of  fociety. 

But  there  was  one  fcience  which  he 
could  not  acquire,  and  one  pleafure 
which  he  never  could  tafte,  the  happy 
art  of  forgetfulnefs,  and  the  delight  of 
a  peaceful  confcience.  Man  is  born  to 
trouble ;  forrow  and  care  are  in  fome 
degree  his  inevitable  portion  ;  but  a  ten- 
fold portion  of  forrow  ihall  be  the  lot 
of  him  who  willingly  and  determinately 
deviates  from  the  plain  path  of  recti- 
tude. The  thorns  of  care  are  fcattered 
all  over  the  world,  nor  is  the  pillow  of 
the  Chriftian  free  from  thefe  painful  in- 
mates ;  but  if  you  afk  me  where  their 
points  are  fharpeft,  and  their  wounds 
mod  envenomed,  I  will  dire£t  you  to  the 
bofom  of  the  Infidel. 

Lord  Glanville's  manners  were  form- 
ed in  the  fchool  of  Chefterfield,  that  is  to 

fay. 
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fay,  they  were  corre6:ed  by  the  opinion 
of  the  world,  and  reflrained  by  pruden- 
tial and  interefted  motives.  He  had  im- 
bibed many  of  his  early  opinions  from 
Shaftfbury  and  Bolingbroke ;  his  pre- 
judices againft  religion  received  infupe- 
rable  ftrength  from  the  farcafms  of  Vol- 
taire ;  and  in  the  varying  fophifms  of 
Roufleau  he  found  convincing  argu- 
ments againft  revelation.  Yet,  as  his 
pt^litical  creed  led  him  to  acknowledge 
the  utility  of  religion  as  a  flate  engine, 
he  confidered  that  it  would  be  both  in- 
decorous and  unwife  for  a  member  of 
the  higheft  court  of  legiflature  to  ridi- 
cule publicly  what  was  effential  to  the 
well-being  of  the  community,  and  in- 
timately interwoven  with  the  principles 
of  the  conflitution.  Except,  therefore, 
in  the  company  of  his  mod  chofen  inti- 
mates. Lord  Glanville  never  indulged  his 
fecret  rancour,  farther  than  by  a  flight  in- 
nuendo againft  ;he  wiles  of  prieftcraft,  or 

VOL.  J.  H  a  Q<Z' 
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a  general  inveQive  on  the  evils  of  bi- 
■gbtry  and  fuperftition.     He  ever  made  it 
a  rule  to  attend  divine  fervice  twice  du- 
a-ing  his  refidence  at  his  country  feat ; 
and,    like    Roufleau's    exemplary    Sa- 
voyard,  with   outward   propriety,    and 
inward     incredulity,    he    mocked     his 
Maker  with  the   lip-homage  of  an  un- 
believing heart*     I  muft  allow,  that  Lord 
Glanville's  deifm  was  far  fhort  of  the 
candour    and   philofophy   of    our   pre- 
fent     theophilanthropifts ;     for    he    pa- 
tronized  charity-fchools,  and   all  other 
means    of  promoting    religious    know- 
ledge among  the  lower  clafles.     He  even 
went  fo  far    as  ^to  infift    on   a   ferious 
fenfe  of  duty,  among  the  requifites  that 
form  the  ufual  inquiries  in  the  choice  of 
a  fervant ;  for  he  feemed  to  think  infi- 
delity a  fort  of  ariftocratic  privilege,  and, 
like  the  myfteries  of  Ceres,  improper  to 
be   difcloied  to   the  profane.      So  far 
from  wifliing  the  whole  human  race  to 
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rife  in  rebellion  againfl:  their  Creator,  he 
would  not  have  been  difpleafed  if  only 
himfelf  and  a  few  chofen  a-Tociates  had 
been  releafed  from  the  thraldom  of  fu- 
ture refponfibility.  From  thefe  prin- 
ciples we  may  readily  conceive  what 
mufl:  be  his  ruling  paflion.  SelfiflHiefs 
was  the  predominant  quality  in  Lord 
Glanville's  mind ;  and,  indeed,  we  may 
call  it  a  conftituent  part  of  every  infidel. 
The  unfortunate  being  whofe  hopes  ter- 
minate on  this  fide  the  grave  mufl  en- 
deavour to  make  the  befl  of  his  h'ttle  all 
of  exiftence  :  for,  as  he  denies  rever- 
(ionary  blefTings,  he  cannot  afford  to 
part  witTi  a  prefent  good  ;  and  the  well- 
founding  ideas  of  moral  fitnefs  and  ge- 
neral utility,  when  balanced  againfl  the 
cravings  of  appetite,  will  fly  up  "  and 
kick  the  beam." 

I   am    aware    that    I  continually  lay 

myfelf  open  to  the  cenfure  of  illiberality, 

and   upon  the   prefent   occafion  I  wi(h 

H  2  to 
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to  fpeak  by  the  card.     I  by  no   means 
deny   that   deiils    have   fometimes   per- 
formed great  and    generous  adlions ;  I 
only  aflert  that  they  cannot  feel  bene- 
volence and  magnanimity.     The  mam- 
mon of  unrighteoufnefs,  like   the   falfe 
deities  of  paganifm,  varies  its  form,  and 
different  offerings  mufl  be  prepared  for 
its    different  altars.      It  is   not   always 
th€  voluptuous  Pan,  the  fordid  Plutus, 
or  the    ambitious   Phaeton  :     it    often 
wears  a  rriore  decorous  form,  and  paffes 
for    the    goddefs   of    worldly    wifdomv 
Lord  Glanville's  idol  was  •  the  love   of 
praife  ;  and  many  fpecious  a(^ions  and 
much  regard  to  appearance  are  required 
from    thofe  who   live   upon    the   aerial 
food  of  adulation  and  popular  applaufe. 
I  much  doubt  whether  a  mind,  in  which 
this  agitating  paffion  prevails  over  prin- 
ciple and  fober  reafon,  does  not  endure 
greater  privations  than  thofe  of  the  an- 
choret,   J3ut  this  is  not  the  only  in-: 
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ftance  in  which  the  Haves  of  fin  fubmit- 
to  feverer  bondage  than  religion  ever  re- 
quires from  her  fincereH  votaries. 

The  man  who,  rejecting  the  fupre- 
macy  of  Omnifcience,  regulates  his  con- 
dud  by  the  confideration  of  what  the 
world  will  fay  of  him>.  quits  a  fure  and 
lifting  recompenfe  for  fohcitude  and 
difappcintment.  Lord  Glanville's  hif- 
toT^r  is  defjgned  to  exemphfy  this  ob- 
fervation  ;  he  purfued  fame  by  indired 
courfes,  and  he  reaped  difappointment. 

Pope  accufes  oar  malter-paflion  of 
the  voracity  of  "  /wallowing  up  the 
reft."  I  rather  think  that  it  is  merely 
a  tyrant,  who  tries  to  impofe  chains 
which  the  refractory  flaves  often  refift, 
and  that  "  man's  little  kingdom  fuffers 
then  the  nature  of  an  infurreclion." 
Vanity  is  faid  to  be  incompatible  with 
love  ;  yet  during  the  early  period  of  his 
life  Lord  Glanville's  heart  was  fuffi- 
ciently  touched  with  the  tender  paflion 

H  3  to 
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to  facrifice  the  views  of  ambition  to  the 
feelings  of  the  heart.  No  future  ef- 
forts, though  unreflrained  by  refpedt  for 
human  fanctions,  or  by  reverence  for 
divine  laws,  could  difiblve  the  fatal 
contradt  which  virtuous  beauty  induced 
him  to  form  with  Sophia  Aubrey,  be- 
fore he  attained  the  age  of  emancipa-^ 
tion  from  parental  control.  Her  hum- 
ble fituation,  that  of  a  milliner's  appren- 
tice at  Oxford,  attraded  that  herd  of 
admirers  who  efleem  themfelves  licenfed 
to  infult  modefty  and  to  corrupt  inno- 
cence, when  they  find  it  deftitute  of 
powerful  prote6tion.  But  to  the  bafhful 
lovelinefs  of  feventeen  Sophia  Aubrey 
joined  the  prudence  of  a  more  advanced 
age  ;  and  fo  well  was  her  difcreet  refo- 
lution  of  retiring  from  flattery  and  ob- 
fervation  feconded  by  the  vigilance  of 
the  perfon  to  whofe  care  fhe  was  com- 
mitted, that  many  a  lounging  gownfman 
fauntered  away  hour  after  hour  on  the 

broad 
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broad  pavement  of  the  high-dreet,  in 
fruitlefs  hope  of  feeing  the  "  goddefs  of 
his  idolatry,"  who  like  an  eaftern  queen 
continued  invifible. 

I  will  here  acquaint  my  young  read- 
ers with  fome  obfolete  maxims  formerly 
in  general  ufe,  though  1  believe  now  fo 
thoroughly  antiquated  that  the  recollec- 
tion of  them  is  only  prefer ved  in  old 
writings,  and  the  chronicles  of  pad 
times.  It  appears  from  thefe  records, 
that  it  was  adually  once  thought,  that  re- 
tiredncfs,  feclurion,  and  referve  added 
to  the  power  of  beauty  ;  and  that  the 
heart  of  man  ufed  to  be  aiTaiied  by  fap 
and  flratagem.  "  If  you  put  the  lordly 
creature  on  his  guard,"  faid  our  great, 
great,  great  grand-mothers  to  their 
daughters,  "  you  teach  him  to  refift 
your  power ;  and  if  you  do  not  carry 
his  affections  by  fl:orm  at  the  firfl:  af- 
fault,  your  (Irength  is  fo  much  impaired 
that  you  cannot  make  a  fecond  attack. 
H  4  But 
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But  If  at  every  interview  you  Jieai  upoi^: 
hirn  with  the  difcovery  of  fome  frerti 
excellence,  above  all,  if,  inRead  of 
avowing  your  defign  againft  his  liberty, 
y<DU  appear  to  retire  from  his  obferva- 
tion,  as  if  you  feured  that  he  was  go- 
ijig  to  commence  hoflilities  agaiaft  you,, 
Jou  throw  him  off  his  guard,  and  he 
walks  into  your  toils  blindfold,"  I  ha,ve 
'modernized  the  fentiments  as  well  as 
the  language  of  our  venerable  prede- 
celTors  in  the  above  quotation,  which 
may  rather  be  called  a  paraphrafe  thaok 
aa  extract'  \  being  convinced,  that  if  I 
I;iad  glvea  the  fpeech  verbatim  uobcdy 
vould  have  underdood  what  was  meaj^t 
by  the  *'  duties  of  the  holy  eftate  of  mar- 
liage,  indituted  for  mutual  comfort/* 
or  what  was  implied  by  a  young  wo* 
man's  early  acquiring  habits  of  obedi- 
ence, and  domellic  occupation.  Yet  I 
ipuft  obferve,  that  in  thofe  days  there 
was  aot  fo  large  a  ftock  of  unmarried 
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ladles  upon  hand,  as  fince  the  idea  of 
wife  and  help- mate  have  been  difunited  ; 
and  it  is  only  out  of  pure  compaiTion 
to  the  increafing  quantity  of  very  ami- 
able, very  accomplilhed,  and  very  fweet- 
tempered  young  creatures,  whom  we 
hourly  meet,  dancing  like  the  loofe- 
robed  graces,  or  finging  like  the  war- 
bling mufes,  that  I  fugged  the  expedient 
of  their  becoming  lefs  prodigal  of  their 
charms.  I  know  they  will  utter  fome 
fraart  farcafm  at  the  advice  of  a  Mrs. 
Prudentia ;  but  I  am  not  to  be  dif- 
couraged  by  a  little  pertnels,  and,  as  I 
frequently  tell  my  friends,  I  have  not  re- 
mained unmarried  for  want  of  good  of- 
fers. 

I  have  lately  got  into  fuch  a  rambling 
humour,  that  my  (lory  makes  fmall 
progrefs. — Saon  after  the  Earl  of  Glan- 
ville  (then  Lord  Malvern)  had  been  en- 
tered at  college,  his  attention  was  roufed 
by  the  defcriptioni  which  his  friendi»  gave 
H  5.  him 
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him  of  the  uncommon  beauty,  and  yet 
more  uncommon  referve,  of  a  fair  mil- 
liner, whofe  difcretion  feemed  proof 
againft  all  Cupid's  artillery  of  fighs  and 
glances.  Nay,  though  the  defeated  god 
had  called  in  Apollo  to  his  aid,  neither 
billet-doux,  ode,  fonnet,  nor  madrigal, 
made  any  impreflion.  As  to  prefents, 
Argus  guarded  the  door,  and  not  fo 
much  as  a  tooth-pick  cafe  could  gain 
admittance.  In  fine,  to  the  eternal  dif- 
grace  of  Oxford,  it  was  feared  that  one 
young  beauty  would  efcape  from  its 
walls,  without  having  her  innocence 
corrupted,  or  even  her  underftanding 
impaired  by  adulation. 

Lord  Malvern  liftened  with  aftonifh- 
ment.  He  had  hitherto  feen  little  to 
turn  his  attention  to  affairs  of  gallantry, 
and  he  fubmltted  to  the  homage  which 
his  rank  compelled  him  to  pay  to 
the  fair,  rather  as  a  means  of  exalting 
his  own  character  to  the  claim  of  finifh- 
.  ed 
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ed  politenefs,  than  from  the  pleafure  he 
derived  from  the  foft  fmiles  and  elegant 
volubility  of  fome  highly  rouged  du- 
chefs,  or  taftefully  patched  fpinder  of 
fafhion.  Thefe  were  objects  that  he 
every  day  favv ;  and  even  the  fimple 
ruftic  who  loiters  to  attrad  attention, 
and  with  the  blufh  of  pleafure  and  the 
fmile  of  creduHty  anfwers  flattery  with, 
**  Really,  fir,  I  don't  believe  what  you 
fay,"  might  be  met  with:  but  a  girl 
who  would  not  be  talked  to,  in  fhort 
who  would  fcarcely  be  feen,  was  even 
fifty  years  ago  a  phsenomenon. 

What  only  Csefar  can  do,  is  worthy 
the  attention  of  C^far.  Lord  Malvern 
undertook  the  tafk  of  feducing  Sophy 
Aubrey  to  vice,  or  at  lead  of  degrading 
her  to  folly ;  and  he  gloried  in  the  idea 
of  the  fuperiority  which  his  conqueft 
would  give  him  over  the  unflcilful  aflail- 
ants  who  had  abandoned  the  glorious 
achievement  in  defpair. 

H  G  Such 
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Such  were  the  motives  that  ailuatedf 
Lord  Malvern  to  engage  in  this  mofl 
infamous  defign,  which,  I  am  forry  to 
fey,  the  manners  of  the  gay  world  have 
never  fufficiently  difcountenanced.  Many 
a  vain  youth  has,  like  my  hero,  been  in- 
duced to  a6l  the  part  of  the  prince  of 
darknefs,  not  from  the  iropetuofity  of 
criminal  appetites,  but  from  a  wifh  for 
that  reputation  which  perverted  opinion 
is  ready  to  beftow  on  the  elegant  en- 
gaging feducer.  Had  infamy  been  at* 
tached  to  the  attempt.  Lord  Malvern 
would  have  defifted  and  been  happyi. 
But  mark  the  fequel : 

**  The  Heavens  are  juft,  and  of  our  pleafant 

vices 
"  Make  inftrttraeBts  to   fcourge  us.'* 

His  only  chance  of  feeing  the  amiable 
Sophy  was  at  church,  whither  flie  con- 
flantly  went,  accompanied  by  her  mif* 
trefs,  who  was  alfo  her  aunt,    A  large 

hat 
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hat  concealed  fo  much  of  her  face,  that 
the  only  obfervation  Lord  Malvern 
could  make  in  three  or  four  attempts 
was,  that  her  perfon  was  gracefully- 
formed,  and  her  behaviour  modeft,  de- 
vout, and  attentive.  Fortune  at  lad  fo 
far  befriended  him,  that  a  fudden  guft 
of  wind  blew  off  this  envious  fliade, 
ywhile  he  w?s  near  enough  to  pick  it  up, 
and  prefent  it  to  her  at  a  moment  when 
her  natural  lovelinefs  (heightened  by  the 
alarm  which  fuch  an  accident's  happen- 
ing in^the  ftreet  before  many  witneiTes 
occafioned)  was  almoft  irrefiftible.  His 
elegant  bow  was  returned  by  a  flight 
curtefy  :  no  farther  intercourf^  was  pof- 
fible  ;  for  Mrs.  Atkins  reproved  her  care- 
lefsnefs,  and,  taking  hold  of  her  arm, 
hurried  her  home. 

When  Lord  Malvern  calculated  on 
the  emotions  that  he  fhould  raife  in  the 
heart  of  the  innocent  Sophia,  he  never 
fuppofed  it  probable  that  his  own  could 

catch 
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catch  any  perturbation.  He  entered 
into  this  affair  merely  as  an.amufement 
and  a  relief  from  fevere  ftudies ;  but  he 
foon  found,  that  whether  he  opened 
Xenophon  or  Polybius,  Sophia's  pidure 
was  impreifed  on  the  leaves.  Even  the 
bottle  could  not  difpel  the  illufion ;  this 
curfory  glance  had  (Iruck  deep,  and  he 
had  no  better  anfvver  to  give  to  the 
friends  who  inquired  about  the  progrefs 
of  his  amour,  than  th^t  he  thought  her 
the  niofl:  beautiful  creature  he  had  ever 
feen. 

My  abhorrence  of  wonders  makes  me 
caution  my  readers  not  to  fuppofe  that 
Sophia's  face  was  fo  perfedly  divine,  as 
that  a  glimpfe  of  it  fhould  ftrike  with  the 
inftantaneous  effedt  of  hghtning;  nor  do 
I  mean  to  infmuate  that  Lord  Malvern 
was  impelled  by  any  phyfical  neceflity 
to  fall  in  love.  I  am  rather  of  opinion, 
that  he  often  met  as  graceful  figures  at 
Ranelagh,  and  encountered  as  brilliant 

eyes 
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eyes  at  the  opera,  without  perceiving  his 
tranquillity  at  all  affeded. 

Circumftances  and  fituations  confer  a 
nominal  value  on  objedlN,  and  the  eyes 
that  were  peeping  at  him  through  the 
flicks  of  a  fan  were  not  worth  a  glance 
in  return.  He  well  knew  that  his  rank 
in  life  permitted  him  to  choofe  a  partner 
among  the  circles  of  fafliion  ;  and  if  he 
was  (truck  at  the  appearance  of  a  young 
lady,  he  had  only  to  knock  at  her  fa- 
ther's door  and  take  a  fecond  view. 
But  it  feemed  to  be  infinitely  more  diffi- 
cult to  unbar  Mrs.  Atkins's,  and  diffi- 
culty enhanced  the  pleafure.  While  he 
pondered  on  the  means  of  procuring 
Sophia,  her  image  became  indelibly  im- 
prefTed  on  his  mind,  haunted  his  fleeping 
and  waking  thoughts,  and  at  lall  ren- 
dered fuccefs  neceflary  to  his  repofe. 
Such  is  the  common  procefs  by  which 
we  inflame  our  paifions ;  we  give  them 
that  impetuofity  of  which  we  accufe  our 
nature. 

The 
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The  firft  proof  of  Lord  Malvern** 
heart  being  interefted  in  the  purfuit  of 
Mifs  Aubrey  was,  his  concealing  from 
his  friends  all  the  meafures  that  he 
took  to  procure  an  introduction  to  her. 
They  rallied  him  on  his  breach  of  pro* 
mife,  and  accufed  him  of  being  a  down- 
right lover ;  he  repelled  the  charge 
with  as  much  indignation  as  Benedick, 
and  by  his  vehemence  confirmed  their 
fufpicions.  It  was  then  agreed  that 
they  would  watch  him  and  fruftrate 
his  defigns.  This  refolution  was  too  late 
to  be  effedual ;  the  purchafe  of  three  pair 
of  point  ruffles,  and  a  quantity  of  Bruflek 
lace,  for  a  prefent  to  his  lifters,  had  aU 
ready  procured  his  lordihip  a  fhop  ac- 
quaintance with  Mrs.  Atkins ;  and 
though  Sophy  was  not  vifible,  he  had 
the  pleafure  of  knowing  that  he  was 
under  the  fame  roof  with  her,  while  he 
admired  her  aunt's  tafte  in  making 
PrufTran  caps,  and  pinking  the  trimming 
of  negligees,  in  which  he  declared  fhe 

excelled 
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excelled  the  princefs's  milliner.  We 
have  all  our  weak  fide ;  and  thefe  were 
the  excellencies  on  which  Mrs.  Atkins 
fo  particularly  prided  herfelf,  that  fhe 
deviated  from  her  ufaal  prudence,  and 
called  Sophy  from  the  back  fnop  to  try 
on  a  cap  which  his  lordfliip  meant  to 
purchafe  for  his  younger  fifter,  if  he 
could  be  convinced  that  it  was  beeoming. 
She  would  not  be  fo  Uliberal  as  to  con- 
found a  young  gentleman  who  was  fo 
conftant  at  church,  fo  proper  in  his  be- 
haviour, fo  fond  of  his  lifters,  and,  above 
all,  fuch  an  excellent  ready-money  cuflo- 
mer,  with  the  rakes  who  followed  So- 
phia. Befide,  his  attention  to  the  pooa? 
girl  was  fo  proper  ;  he  never  attempted 
CO  confufe  lier  by  filly  fpeeches,  he 
feemed  v/hile  fhe  flayed  to  be  only  ad- 
miring the  cap,  and  he  waited  till  flie 
was  out  of  hearing  bef^ote  he  obferved 
that  fhe  was  very  handfome.  Nay,  he 
even   warned  her  aunt  of  the  danger  to 

which 
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which  beauty  was  expofed  m  the  haunts 
of  diflipated  youth, 

A  perfon  like  Mrs.  Atkins,  well- 
meaning,  prudent,  but  not  deeply  verfed 
in  the  ways  of  the  world,  can  only  refift 
co7nmon  diflemblers.  Thrown  off  her 
guard  by  the  deepeft  proficiency  in  Sa* 
tanic  art,  fhe  readily  intruded  Lord  Mal- 
vern with  the  particulars  of  Sophia's  hif- 
tory.  He  learned  that  flie  was  the 
daughter  of  a  clergyman ;  that  her 
education  had  been  conduced  on  a  li- 
beral and  religious  plan  5  that  fhe  had 
an  only  brother  who  had  chofen  a  mi- 
litary life;  and  that  on  her  father's 
death,  his  little*  favings  being  found  in- 
adequate to  the  fupport  of  herfelf  and 
her  mother,  fhe  had  refigned  her  fhare 
of  them  to  increafe  the  comforts  of  her 
infirm  parent,  and  determined  to  depend 
upon  her  own  indufiry  for  her  fub- 
fiftence,  "  Many  an  anxious  hour  does 
fhe  cofl  me,"  continued  Mrs.  Atkins  j 

*'but. 
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"  but,  though  (he  was  born  to  better 
profpeds,  ihe  fubmits  to  all  I  require 
with  fuch  fvveetnefs  and  good  humour, 
that  I  grow  fonder  of  her  every  day,  and 
would  lay  down  my  life  to  make  her 
happy." 

In  a  little  time  after  this  converfation, 
Enfign  Aubrey  informed  his  filler  thaC 
he  had  been  mod  unexpectedly  raifed 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant.  He  had  wait- 
ed on  his  colonel  in  confequence  of  this 
promotion,  and  learnt  from  him  that  he 
owed  it  to  the  interceffion  of  Lord  Mal- 
vern, a  nobleman  to  whom  he  was  utter- 
ly unknown.  He  inquired  whether  his 
filter  could  give  him  any  information 
why  this  ftranger,  of  whom  he  heard  the 
mod  amiable  charader,  fhould  intereft 
himfelf  in  his  affairs.  Before  Sophy 
could  recover  from  the  agreeable  trepi- 
dation into  which  this  letter  threw  her, 
fhe  received  one  from  her  mother, 
written  with  a  tremulous  hand,  ac- 
6  quainting 
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quainting  her  that  fhe  had  been  nomi- 
liated  to  receive  twenty  pounds  per  an- 
num from'  the  trull  for  relieving  the 
widows  of  deceafed  clergymen,  and  that' 
this  fervice  was  alfo  traced  to  the  friend- 
ly interference  of  Lord  Malvern. 

It  fo  happened^  that  his  lordfliip  calkd 
at  Mrs.  Atkins's  fhop  that  very  evening, 
to  order  another  Pruffian  cap,  the  former 
having  become  the  decided  favourite  of 
both  his  fi  ft ers ;  but  he  had  fcarcely  time 
to  exprefs  his  wants,  before  Mrs.  Atkins- 
with  clafped  hands,  intreated  heaven  to^ 
blefs  his  goodnefs.  She  was  too  fami- 
liar, {he  faid  ;  fhe  knew  it  was  wrong  to 
take  liberties  with  people  of  his  rank ; 
but  if  he  would  condefcend  to  flep  into- 
the  back  fliop,  there  was  one  who  wifhed 
to  thank  him  too.  Lord  Malvern  was 
not  difpleafed  at  this  requefl:,  he  readily 
followed  Mrs.  Atkins  ;  and  whik  he  re- 
ceived ■  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
innocence,  he  felt  for  a  moment  the 

pureft 
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pureft  delight.  For  a  moment  I  fay  ;  for 
as  foon  as  confcioufnefs  reminded  him 
of  the  defign  of  his  liberality,  dark  ma- 
chinations, guilty  defires,  and  all  the  tur- 
moil of  reftlefs  agitation,  occupied  the 
place  of  joy  and  love. 

After  a  little  converfation,  which 
enabled  him  to  perceive  that  a  cultivated 
mind  was  added  to  a  lovely  perfon,  he 
rofe  to  take  leave.  Mrs.  Atkins  was 
afhamed  to  afk,  but  if  he  would  do  her 
the  honour  to  accept  a  cup  of  tea,  her 
hyfon  was  very  much  approved,  Sophy 
fhould  fetch  fome  of  the  cakes  which 
(lie  had  made  yefterday,  and  they  would 
have  a  holiday.  Lord  Malvern  was  all 
affability.  He  praifed  the  tea,  devoured 
the  cakes,  and  the  hauteur  of  rank  gra- 
dually wore  off.  He  amufed  tltem  with 
anecdotes  of  high  life,  loaded  the  vices 
of  the  age  with  execration  ;  and  after  a 
caution  to  the  lovely  Sophy,  expreffed 
ia  almoft  fraternal  language,  he  requeft- 
9  ed 
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«d  that  whenever  he  could  any  way 
ferve  her  or  her  family  flie  would  re- 
member there  was  one  man  who  could 
pay  innocence  aud  beauty  a  difinterefted 
ihomage.  A  tear  and  a  blufh  were  Mifs 
Aubrey's  only  anfwer ;  and  Malvern, 
declaring  that  he  would  fometimes  avail 
himfelf  of  Mrs.  Atkins's  hofpitality  to  afk 
how  the  family  did,  retired,  more  in 
love  than  he  chofe  to  avow  even  to  him- 
felf, and  convinced  that  he  had  made  a 
deep  impreffion  on  Sophia's  grateful 
unfufpeding  heart. 
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CHAP.       VII. 

TJ?e  Lamb  intrujled  to  the  Wolf. 

Affairs  were  in  this  train  when  Lord 
Malvern's  friends  commenced  their  ope- 
rations to  defeat  his  projeds.  The 
prime  agent  in  the  plot  was  a  jolly  Bac- 
chanalian, who  poflefled  one  quality  in 
perfedion,  fome  call  it  honefly,  Ibme 
bluntnefs,  but  I  will  denominate  it  the 
gift  of  blundering.  This  gentleman  vo- 
lunteered his  fervices  to  inform  Mrs. 
Atkins  that  Lord  Malvern  had  a  defign 
againft  her  niece's  honour ;  but,  full  of 
the  hope  of  out-generalling  fo  great  a 
general,  and  "  flufhed  with  the  Tufcan 
grape/*   he  communicated  his  plan  to  a 

perfon 
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perfon  who  happened  to  be  a  confidea- 
tial  friend  of  Malvern's,  the  night  before 
he  intended  to  put  it  in  execution.  His 
lordfhip,  therefore,  had  an  opportunity 
of  countermining,  and  prepared  Mrs. 
Atkins  for  the  reception  of  a  moft  out- 
rageous  libertine  of  the  name  of  O'Ryan, 
who  had  fallen  in  love  with  Sophy. 
That  gentleman's  intimations,  therefore, 
were  anfwered  by  a  requeft:  that  h^ 
would  -walk  out  oPthe  fhop ;  and  all  his 
proteflations,  though  backed  with  oaths, 
only  tended  to  increafe  the  good  wo- 
man's abhorrence  of  his  v/ickednefs,  till 
fhe  even  threatened  to  complain  of  his 
condud  to  the  vice-chancellor. 

Lord  Malvern,  thus  left  mafler  of  the 
field,  took  care  to  gain  every  poiTible  ad- 
vantage from  the  enemy's  defeat.  He 
called  but  feldom,  and  fometimes  went 
away  without  feeing  Sophy.  He  always 
affigned  his  charinefs  of  her  reputation 
,  as  the  reafon  why  he  fo  fparingly  in* 

duiged 
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dulged  himfelf  in  the  pleafure  which  her 
fociety  afforded.  When  with  her,  he 
chiefly  converled  about  her  mother,  or 
he  fpoke  of  her  brother's  future  pro- 
fpeds,  her  father's  charafler,  or  the  plea- 
fures  and  incidents  of  her  childhood. 
What  an  interefling  pidlure  did  her  re- 
plies prefent !  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  her 
affeding  fimplicity  often  ftaggered  the 
cruelty  of  a  libertine. 

The  converfation  frequently  turned 
on  books.  Here  too  her  intelligence, 
docility,  and  modefly,  gave  her  frefh 
charms.  "  By  heaven  1"  he  would 
fometimes  fay  to  himfelf,  *'  this  girl  is 
a  paragon  !  Ihe  would  do  honour  to  any 
ftation."  In  juftice  to  his  lordfiiip's 
prudence,  I  will  obferve,  that  as  often  as 
he  found  this  fentiment  rifmg  to  his  lips, 
he  conftantly  hurried  from  Mrs.  At- 
kins's, with  a  charge  to  Sophia  to  con- 
tinue good,  and  (he  would  then  find  him 
her  conftant  friend.  Sophy's  heart  over- 
voL.  I,  I  fiDwed 
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iflowed  with  an  undefined  fentiment, 
flie  called  it  gratitude  to  her  proteflor, 
and  admiration  of  genuine  goodnefs. 
Who  does  not  forefee  that  it  will  prove 
to  have  been  love  for  a  fpecious  villain  ? 

With  the  certainty  of  being  in  love. 
Lord  Malvern's  difficulties  increafed. 
There  was  fo  much  native  modefiy  in 
this  lovely  girl,  her  virtue  was  fo  truly 
the  effed  of  principle,  that  he  faw  not 
the  lead  hope  of  tempting  her  to  (tray 
from  the  paths  of  duty.  To  lure  her 
from -her  aunt's  protection,  and  feize  by 
force  what  fraud  could  not  gain,  was  an 
undertaking  full  of  danger,  and  difficulty 
too.  Rumour  would  fpeak  loudly 
againfl  fuch  a  tranfadion  ;  and  infamy, 
not  fame,  would  be  the  reward  of  the 
feducer  who  was  coiiipelled  to  refort  to 
fuch    a  barbarous  procedure. 

To  relinquifh   the  purfuic  feemed  im- 

pofTible.     His  heart  told  him  that  Sophia 

was  necelTary  to  his  r'epofe  j  he  perceived 

5      '  ^^e 
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the  interefl:  that  he  had  gained  in  her 
affedlons ;  and  in  his  brighteft  hours, 
when  he  indulged  in  a  fairy  vifion  of 
innocent  blifs,  the  image  of  domeflic 
felicity,  and  Sophy  as  the  companion  of 
his  future  h'fe,  were  conllantly  united. 
But  horror  !  fhame  !  difgrace  !  A  peer 
of  the  realm  marry  a  milliner's  appren- 
tice! Impoffible !  I  dWell  the  longer 
Qn  this  part  of  my  narrative,  from  a  hope 
that  it  may  deter  fome  future  adven- 
turer from  wandering  in  the  oblique 
paths  of  vice,  by  recollefling  that  Lord 
Malvern  was  induced  by  vanity  to  fe- 
duce  innocence,  and  never  after  enjoyed 
one  quiet  hour. 

In  the  midfl  of  his  machinations  he 
was  fummoned  to  London,  to  attend  the 
fick  bed  of  his  father.  Lord  Glanville's 
fonduefs  for  his  fon  was  extreme,  and  on 
his  recovery  from  a  fevere  fit  of  the  gout 
he  determined  that  his  darling  fliould 
leave  Oxford,  and  refide  in  his  own 
I  2  houfe. 
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houfe,  under  the  tuition  of  a  private  go- 
vernor. This  arrangement  heightened 
Lord  Malvern's  difficulties,  and  he  made 
one  effort  to  drive  the  image  of  Sophia 
from  his  bofom.  He  had  the  heroifm 
to  perfevere  a  week  in  the  refolution  of 
never  feeing  her  more ;  but  having 
during  that  time  fufficiently  ftudied  his 
tutor's  charader,  he  ventured  to  propofe 
a  private  jaunt  to  Oxford,  and  Mr. 
O'Faughn  agreed  to  accompany  him. 

Unrefolved  how  to  a6t,  he  knocked  at 
Mrs.  Atkins's  door,  which  was  opened 
by  Sophy  in  deep  mourning,  and  with  a 
countenance  as  fad  as  her  garment.  A 
glow  of  pleafure  lighted  up  her  face  as 
ihe  exclaimed,  "  Indeed  !  Lord  Malvern, 
is  it  you  ?  They  told  me  you  had  left 
Oxford,  and  I  fancied  that  I  had  loft  ^// 
my  friends."  Tears  accompanied  thefe 
words,  and  fhe  continued  in  the  fame 
artlefs  ftyle  to  defcribe  her  perplexities 
in  confequence  of  the  fudden  death  of 

her 
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her  aunt.  "  She  has  left  me  her  bufi- 
nefs,"  faid  (he  ;  "  but  I  mud  not  carry- 
it  on  in  fuch  a  place  as  this.  I  fometinies 
think  that  it  would  be  moll:  advifeable  to 
return  to  my  mother.  Your  goodnefs 
has  increafed  her  income  ;  and  the  fale 
of  my  aunt's  effects,  with  a  little  plain- 
work,  will  fupport  me.  Will  your  lord- 
fhip  give  me  your  opinion  ?  This  once 
I  will  afk  it ;  but  indeed  you  mud  never 
call  again." 

"  Not  call  on  you,  Sophy  1"  exclaim- 
ed Malvern  violently  agitated. 

"  No,  my  lord  ;  confider  the  fituatioa 
of  a  poor  girl  who  has  only  her  repu- 
tation to  depend  upon,  I  know  your 
goodnefs  to  me  is  all  pure  benevolence ; 
but  the  world  will  not  do  credit  to  the 
virtues  of  your  noble  heart.  If  it  be 
once  whifpered  that  you  are  feen  within 
thefe  doors,  I  fliall  be  held  up  to  ridi- 
cule and  (hame  5  and  hov/  can  I  iupport 
that  V 

1  3  «  You 
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*'  You  fhall  be  fecured  from  (hame 
and  ridicule,  and  made  a  maik  for  en- 
vy and  admiration,  by  being  placed 
in  the  llation  which  your  tranfcendent 
worth  deferves,"  returned  his  lord/liip. 
The  Orondates  flyle  is  difficult,  and  I 
am  fo  confcious  that  I  cannot  fupport 
it,  that  I  mud  omit  the  remainder  of  the 
fpeech ;  only  obferving,  that,  betrayed 
by  the  impulfe  of  the  moment,  Malvern 
made  an  unequivocal  offer  of  his  hand 
and  heart. 
.  I  am  aware  that  a  true  heroine  would 
on  this  occafion  have  proportioned  the 
fteadinefs  of  her  refufal  to  the  franknefs 
of  her  lover's  propofals,  and  I  once 
thought  of  making  ufe  of  a  fpeech  that 
has  lain  by  me  many  years,  beginning 
wuth  "  Generous  man,  your  difintereft- 
tidnefs  calls  for  equal  greatnefs  of  foul 
on  my  part,'*  and  ending  with  "  Adieu 
for  ever.;*^  but  having  loft  all  my  tafte 
for    prodigies,  ,  I   think   it   better    not 

to 
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to  engraft  the  vvifdom  of  thirty  on  the 
fiinpHcIty  of  eighteen,  or  to  exped  that 
an  unprotecled  artlefs  girl,  tenderly  at- 
tached to  a  feemingly  fauhlcfs  lover, 
would  ad  with  the  circumfpeclion  of  a 
Minerva.  Sophy  liflened  with  almoft 
breathlefs  rapture  to  this  unexpeded 
but  not  undefired  declaration,  believed 
all  her  lover's  vows,  admitted  all  his  rea- 
fons  in  favour  of  a  private  marriage,  and 
when  he  left  her  ruminated  on  her  fu- 
ture profpeds  with  grateful  joy. 

Not  fo  Lord  Malvern.  He  curfed 
his  own  precipitation,  which  could  not 
wait  to  feize  the  advantages  that  might 
arife  from  the  change  in  Sophy's  fitua- 
tiun.  His  perturb'iiion  of  mind  was  fo 
vifible  in  his  countenance  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  apartment,  that  it  could  not 
efcape  his  tutor's  attention.  This  man, 
with  no  other'  real  recommendation 
but  learning,  had  rifen  in  the  world  by 
clofely  obferving  Sir  Pertinax  Macfyco- 
I  4  phant's 
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phant's  rule  of  "  booing  to  my  lord  and 
lady,"  and  by  concealing  his  profligate 
heart  under  the  appearance  of  fpecious 
manners.  He  faw  fufficient  reafons  in 
the  declining  health  of  Lord  Glanville,  to 
turn  his  attention  to  the  rifmg  flar,  who 
would  foon  be  "  lord  of  the  afcendant.'' 
Befide  three  valuable  rectories,  his  pupil 
would  have  the  power  of  bellowing  fome 
good  lay  fmecures  om  friend  who  ferved 
hi?n  with  fidelity.  His  acutenefs  foon  dif- 
covered  the  caufe  of  Lord  Malvern's 
chagrin,  and  he  as  foon  removed  it  by 
an  expedient  which  diabolical  guilt  could 
alone  invent. 

He  obferved,  that  the  laws'  refpeding 
marriage  were  not  yet  changed,  and 
therefore  it  was  poffible  for  a  gentleman 
to  contrad  this  engagement  under  cir- 
cumftances  that  would  deprive  the  lady 
of  the  power  of  future  proof.  "  A  little 
forethought,"  faid  he,  "  often  faves 
much  perplexity  :  I  doubt  not,  my  lord, 

Mifs 
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Mifs  Aubrey   highly   deferves    the  ho- 
nour that  you  are  going  to  beftow  upon 
her ;   but,  put  the   cafe   that  in  future 
you  find  her  kfs  amiable  than  you  now 
fuppofe,  will  it  not  be  very  convenient  ta 
have  it  in  your  power  to   diflblve   the 
bond  without    being  obliged  to  publifli 
your    juvenile    inconfideration    to    the 
world  ?     The  lady  will  be  equally  happy 
while  fhe  thinks  herfelf  your  wife,  as  if 
fhe  really  were  fo  ;   and  as  it  is  only  in 
the  event  of  her  mifbehaviour  that  you 
will  put  in  pradtice  your  power  of  repu- 
diating her,  your  punifhment  of  her  will 
bejull." 

Impelled  by  the  vehemence  of  love, 
and  awed  by  the  fuggellions  ofambition, 
"Malvern  had  not  fulHcient  juftice  to  re- 
ject this  nefarious  fcheme.  The  gene- 
rous but  imprudent  Sophia  had  already 
confented  that  the  ceremony  (hould  be 
performed  in  the  mofl  private  manner. 
She  was  a  perfedt  novice,  and  felt  fuch 
I  5  an 
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an  entire  confidence  in  her  deceiver,  as 
precluded  fufpicion.  At  his  urgent  in- 
treaty  jfhe  even  yielded  to  his  propofal 
of  co^cealing  her  real  fituation  from  all 
her  own  relations ;  and  Mrs.  Aubrey 
was  informed,  that  her  daughter  had 
given  up  bufmefs  to  refide  in  London, 
with  a  lady  who  had  taken  her  for  a 
companion. 

Lord  Malvern  placed  his  bride  in  an 
elegant  lodging,  regulated  her  eftablifti- 
ment  with  liberal  propriety,  and  for  one 
year  preferred  her ,  to  every  earthly  ob- 
ject. Delighted  at  the  facility  with 
which  flie  acquired  the  accomplifhments 
and  manners  of  poliflbed  life,  he  fome- 
times  anticipated  the  whifper  of  admi- 
ration which  would  circulate  through 
the  drawing-room  if  he  fhould  venture 
to  draw  this  gem  of  "  pureft  ray  fe- 
rene"  from  obfcuiity,  and  bid  it  blaze 
in  the  coronet  of  Glanville.  He  almofl: 
doubted  whether  this  would  not  be  the 

furell 
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furefl  way  of  acquiring  a  di/iinguijloed 
reputation,  and  he  repeatedly  founded 
the  words  "  difinterefted  affedion,'* 
"  generofity."  "  probity,"  and  "  inde- 
pendent nianlinefs  of  charadler,"  a;;ain{l 
"  milh'ner,*'  "  dupe,"  "  boyifh  impru- 
dence" and  "  ignorance  of  the  world,'* 
without  being  able  to  tell  which  were 
moft  fonorous. 

While  his  mind  continued  in  this  fluc- 
tuating {fate,   his   fervant  one  morning 
announced  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Captain   Aubrey.     Joy,    gratitude,  and 
afFedion    flufhed   the    officer's    counte- 
nance, while  his   lordfhip's  mufcles  flif- 
fened  into  the  rigid  attitude  of  diftant 
ceremony.     Aubrey  came  not  only  to 
thank  Lord  Malvern  for  the  favour  he 
had  perfonally  received,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge his  benevolent  interference  in  be- 
half of  infirmity  and   poverty ;    but  to 
blefs  the  more  than  generous,  the  unpre- 
cedented noblenefs  of  his  conducl  to  his 
I  6  beloved 
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beloved  fifter.  "My  lord,"  faid  he^^ 
*'  I  left  my  refpeded  mother  broken- 
hearted, and  complaining  that  my  fifter 
was  become  a  kept  miftrefs,  and  that  her 
gray  hairs  would  be  brought  to  the 
grave  with  forrow.  I  came  to  town  de- 
termined to  take  vengeance  on  Sophy's 
feducer.  Aye,  by  m.y  foul's  beft  hopes, 
niy  lord,  I  would  have  done  it,  even  if 
I  had  found  him  among  the  royal  bloods 
But  I  find  the  dear  girl,  inftead  of  being 
betrayed  and  corrupted,  in  the  protection 
of  the  moft  honourable  of  men ;  and 
when  I  tell  my  mother  that  Sophy  is 
your  wife " 

"  Really,  Captain  Aubrey,  I  am  con- 
cerned that  an  engagement  this  morn- 
ing fhould  render  me  incapable  of '* 

"  1  underftand  you,  my  lord.  I 
fpoke  too  loud.  I  know  your  peculiar 
fituation  ;  but  pardon  the  warmth  of  an 
honeft  heart,  opprefled  with  the  weight  of 
obligation.    I  will  indeed  be  prudentj 

be 
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be  filent  as  the  grave.  I  do  not  wifl^ 
you  to  acknowledge  your  marriage.  It 
may  offend  the  earl.  Sophia  is  happy. 
She  has  a  jufl  confidence  in  your  attach- 
ment and^  integrity.  Only  let  ?ne  have 
the  inexprefTible  pleafure  to  hear  you  con^ 
Jirm  what  jhe  has  told  me  ;  and  may  I 
be  branded  as  a  villain  and  a  coward  if 
I  difclofe  the  fecret.  Even  when  I  tell 
my  mother  that  Sophy  is  the  wife  of  a 
man  of  honour,  fhe  Ihall  not  knov/  your 
name.'* 

There  are  incidents  that  will  difcon- 
cert  the  mofl  confummate  mafters  in  the 
fciences  of  intrigue  and  deception.  Lord 
Malvern  was  fo  totally  unprepared  for 
this  interview,  that  he  could  advance 
no  further  in  his  reply  than,  "  Captain 
Aubrey — I  don't  underfland — as  to  ho- 
nour, fir,  I  mud  befeech  you  to  recol- 
le<5l  — "  when  the  entrance  of  his  father 
at  that  critical  moment  (hortened  the 
period  of  his  mortification,  and  tranf- 

ferred 
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ferred  the  hefitatlon  and  conFufion  that 
accompanies  confcious  errors  from  Mal- 
vern's behaviour  to  that  of  the  gallant 
Aubrey,  who,  alarmed  at  the  idea  of 
the  misfortunes  which  his.  affeclionate 
indifcretion  might  have  occafioned,  and 
perfuaded  that  his  lordfhips  embarraff- 
ment  proceeded  from  an  apprehenfion 
that  his  father  had  overheard  the  con- 
yerfation,  after  an  aukward  attempt  to 
refer  his  words  to  feme  other  perfon, 
withdrew. 

The  next  vifit  that  Lord  Malvern 
made  his  lady  was  the  firfl  in  which 
fhe  had  ever  feen  the  gloomy  humours 
of  the  hufband  prevail  over  the  tender- 
nefs  of  the  lover.  He  reproached  her 
with  a  breach  of  her  promife  to  conceal 
their  marriage  from  every  human  being; 
and  added,  that  after  the  facrifices  he 
had  made  to  her,  he  m-ight  at  leafl  have 
exp&^cdjidelity  on  her  fide.  Alarmed 
at   this  unexpefted  charge,  Sophia   af- 

ferted 
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ferted  her  innocence ;  and  this  drew 
from  Lord  Malvern  an  account  of  Cap- 
tain Aubreys  vifit.  Lady  Malvern  was 
not  covered  with  confufion  at  this 
ecclairciflement.  "  I  confefs,"  faid  fhe, 
*'  that  I  owned  to  him  I  was  the  wife 
of  a  man  of  honour.  My  prefent  fitua- 
tion  is  too  apparent  to  allow  me  to  deny 
the  matronly  charadi^r  ;  and  how  elfe 
could  I  have  pacified  his  indignation  ? 
for  he  fwore  to  wafh  away  my  fhame  in 
my  feducer's  blood.  Or  how  could  I 
remove  from  my  head  the  curfe  of  my  di- 
ftracled  mother,  whofe  fufferings,  on 
being  told  that  I  was  a  woman  of  in- 
trigue, have  almoft  brought  her  to  the 
grave  ?  I  faid  no  more  than  what  I 
have  above  repeated  ;  and  I  am  alike 
ignorant  how  he  difcovered  my  lodgings, 
or  found  out  your  name.  But,  my 
deared  lord,  do  not  fear  Edward's  indif- 
cretion  ;  though  impetuous  in  his  temper 
he  has  an  honefl  heart,  and  my  father 

grounded 
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grounded  him  in  the  pnnciples  of  truth: 
and  integrity.  His  calling  upon  you  was 
a  hafty  thought,  dilated  by  gratitude ; 
and,  as  you  doub^lefs  confirmed  what  I 
had  told  him,  be  aiTured  (for  he  is  nei- 
ther vain,  felfifli,  nor  frivolous;  he  will 
never  trouble  you  more.'* 

*'  You  have  been  very  indifcreet, 
Sophy,"  refumed  his  lordfhip,  in  that 
fullen  tone  which  error  often  aflumes 
v/hen  it  wifhes  to  remove  eenfure  from 
itfelf,  and  to  fix  it  on  the  far  inferior 
faults  of  another.  "  By  your  folly  my 
hereditary  eftate  is  made  to  depend  upoa 
the  fecrefy  of  a  man  whofe  officioufhefs 
betrays  his  weaknefs.  I  now  infift  upon 
your  immediately  abjuring  all  further 
communication  with  your  family ;  and 
for  this  end  I  (hall  immediately  remove 
you  to  fome  place  where  they  cannot 
difcover  you. — You  hefitate,  I  fee ;  as 
I  have  much  more  to  enjoin  let  me  fug- 
geft  that  my  welfare  and  my  wiihes  ought 

ia 
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in  your  eflimatlon  to  be  paramount  to 
all  other  confiderations." 

"  I  do  not  heiitate,  my  lord ;  I  only 
lament  your  difpleafure." 

"  Then  haflen  to  remove  It.  Promife 
me,  by  all  your  bed  and  deareft  hopes, 
notwithftanding  every  inducement  to 
the  contrary,  even  if  you  (hould  fancy 
I  gave  you  fome.  apparent  provocations, 
promife  me  to  place  that  implicit  reliance 
on  my  honour,  that  you  never  will,  by 
anticipating  the  difcovery  which  I  (hall 
make  at  the  proper  time,  plunge  both 
ourfelves  and  our  offspring  in  permanent 
calamities.'* 

"  If  I  could  doubt  your  honour,  my 
lord,  I  fliould  be  indeed  wretched  ;  I 
cheerfully  promife  to  preferve  the  mod 
inviolable  fecrefy,  and  to  act  entirely 
in  fubfervience  to  your  wifhes.  But 
furely^  when  you  talk  of  giving  me  pro- 
vocations, you  are  only  imitating  Henry 
in  your  favourite  poem  of  the  Nut- 
brown 
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brown  Maid,  and  preparing  your  Etn- 
ma's  mind  for  evils  that  can  never  hap- 
pen. No,  my  dearefl:  lord,''  continued 
ihe  with  a  fmile  of  tender  confidence, 
"  I  am  too  well  aiuired  of  the  intereil 
which  you  mud  take  in  the  character 
of  your  wife,  and  the  legitimacy  of  your 
child,  to  fear  that  your  condud  will  ever 
fhake  my  implicit  faith." 

His  lordfhip  generoufly  anfwered,  that 
he  was  perfedly  fatisfied ;  and  Sophia, 
at  his  requeft,  promife  to  forget  what 
was  pafl.  Memory  is  not  a  paffive  qua- 
lity ;  and,  though  Lady  Malvern  en- 
deavoured to  divert  her  thoughts  from 
this  painful  fubjecl,  whenever  her  lord's 
vifits  were  lefs  frequent,  or  his  beha- 
viour to  her  lefs  kind,  (he  could  not 
help  fuppofmg  that  thefe  might  be  the 
commencement  of  his  threatened  provo- 
cations. Thefe  recolledions  were*  more 
frequent  after^the  birth  of  her  fon,  and 
often  as  ih^  hufhed  him  to  repofe   on 

her 
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her  bofom  an  involuntary  tear  would 
Ileal  down  her  cheek  at  the  apprehen- 
(ion  that  perhaps  he  was  the  beir  of 
difgrace  and  misfortune. 

Indeed  the  behaviour  of  Lord  Mal- 
vern had  for  foine  time  been  fuch  as 
mu.l:  have  excited  terror  in  a  mind  lefs 
devoted  to  implicit  faith  than  that  of  the 
artlefs  afTeclionate  Sophia.  His  vifits 
gradually  became  (hort  and  ceremoni- 
ous;  his  behaviour  fpoke  "the  dull'd 
edge  of  fated  appetite ;"  and  his  atten- 
tions to  his  little  boy  were  more  indi- 
cative of  civil  neceflity,  than  of  the 
glowing  tendernefs  of  parental  afledion. 
It  could  not  efcape  the  mother's  obfer- 
vation,  that  no  chance  emotion  ever  fo 
far  betrayed  his  prudence,  as  to  induce 
him  to  call  the  child  by  the  name  of 
Harry  Glanville,  even  when  no  one 
was  prefent  who  might  take  advantage 
of  fuch  an  indifcretion.  Doubt  is  gene- 
rally  progreirive,  efpecially  if  allied   to 

fear 
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fear  ;  and  Sophia  now  began  to  confider 
how  often  her  fond  huiband  had  ac- 
cofted  her  by  the  endearing  title  of  wife. 
It  was  a  matter  of  aftonifhment,  as  well 
as  alarm,  when  fhe  refleded  that  he 
had  never  once  ufed  that  name. 

Four  years  palled  away,  partly  em- 
bittered by  fear  and  partly  foothed  with 
hope,  when  Lady  Malvern  read  in  a 
daily  paper  an  account  of  the  death  of 
the  Earl  of  Glanville,  at  his  town  refi- 
dence,  after  a  tedious  illnefs.  This 
event,  to  which  fhe  had  long  looked 
forward  as  the  termination  of  her  per- 
plexities, brought  with  it  an  immediate 
increafe.  It  was  more  than  a  month 
fince  file  had  feen  her  lord.  He  had 
perfuaded  her  that  he  was  going  into 
Norfolk,  where  the  foooting  feafon 
had  commenced ;  and  he  told  her  he 
Ihould  be  too  much  occupied  by  his  fa- 
vourite diverfion  to  write  often.  One 
letter    fhe   had    received,  but    it  fpoke 

nothing 
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nothing  of  his  father's  declining  health, 
a  circiimlLance  which  mud  have  deeply 
interefted  him,  when  confidered  in  every 
point  of  view.  Had  he  really  no  plea- 
fure  in  the  profpecl  of  being  relieved 
from  the  miiery  of  a  clandeftine  con- 
nexion, or  had  filial  piety  fo  far  over- 
powered his  feelings  during  the  lad  mo- 
ments of  his  father's  life,  as  to  make  him 
entirely  forget  the  anxious  fituation  of 
his  wife  and  child. 

While  Lady  Malvern  continued  me- 
ditating on  a  fubjed  fo  full  of  porten- 
tous appearances,  a  gentleman  was  an- 
nounced, and  Mr.  O'Faughn  entered 
her  apartment.  She  immediately  re- 
colleded  him  to  be  the  perfon  who  had 
performed  the  office  of  nuptial  father  at 
her  marriage,  and  fufpicion  and  terror 
yielded  for  a  moment  to  expedation  and 
joy.  After  a  little  common-place  pre- 
lude, Mr.  O'Faughn  informed  her, 
that  Lord  Malvern,  having  fome  parti- 
cular 
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cular  reafons  to  be  difpleafed  with  the 
condudl  of  the  people  with  whom  flie 
lodged,  wifhed  her  to  remove  to  a  more 
eligible    fituation ;    and   as-  he    fancied 
his  little  boy   looked   unwell   when  he 
laft  faw  him,  his  parental  tendernefs  fug- 
gefted  the  idea  that  fome  pure  country- 
air  was  neceflary  to  reinvigorate  his  de- 
bilitated frame.     Mr.  O'Faughn  added, 
that   his   noble   friend    was    exceflively 
concerned   that  a  very  painful  and  im- 
portant  duty  rendered   it  impofFible  for 
him  to  attend  her. on   her  journey  him- 
felf ;  but  if  (he  would  accept  of  the  faith- 
ful  fer vices  of  one    who    fi ncerely  ad- 
mired  her  many  virtues,  he  would  do 
himfelf  the   honour   to  be  her  efcorte. 
Lady   Malvern   willingly   accepted    this 
propofal.     She  faw   in    it  a   projed    to 
give  her  a  mod  agreeable  furprize,  and 
Ihe  determined  (though  (he  faw  through 
the.  fcheme)  to  affed  ignorance,  and  to 
feem  not  to  know  of  the  death  of  Lord 

Glan- 
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Glanville  till  flis  was  recognized  as  the 
\vi[eof  the  prefent  earl,  by  being  placed 
in  one  of  his  coantry-feats.  She  ad- 
mired the  delicacy  of  her  deareft  lord  in 
intruding  her  upon  this  occafion  to  the 
careofone  who  To  well  knew  her  full  right 
to  the  honours  fhe  was  going  to  enjoy, 
and  fhe  cheerfully  prepared  for  a  journey 
that  was  to  terminate  in  her  being  ac- 
knowledged Counrefs  o[  Glanville. 

They  continued  travelling  three  days, 
but  the  dillance  was  beguiled  by 
the  mod  plealing  converfation.  Mr, 
O'Faughn  was  never  weary  of  talking 
of  the  honour,  popularity,  generoliry, 
public  fpirity  and  filial  piery  of  his 
n:)ble  friend  ;  and  Sophia  liitened  with- 
o\:i  faii.^ty  to  various  anecdotes  which 
placed  thcfd  virtues  in  the  mo(i  confpi- 
cuous  light.  At  len^nh  the  carriages 
flopped,  not  at  a  proud  baronial  refi- 
dence  in  the  midft  of  a  large  park,  fur- 
rounded  by  trees  coeval  witti  the  Gjthic 

pile 
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pile,  but  at  a  fmall  farm  houfe  in 
the  wilds  of  Glamorganfhire.  No  train 
of  numerous  attendants  in  gorgeous 
liveries  haftened  to  welcome  their  lovely 
miftrefs,  and  to  carefs  the  fmiling  heir 
of  all  thefe  honours ;  but  one  half-at- 
tired ruftic,  with  an  abrupt  curtefy,  in 
uncouth  language,  requefted  madam 
and  the  babe  to  walk  in.  Away  fled  all 
the  gaudy  trappings  which  a  pardonable 
vanity  had  fuggefted  to  Sophia's  imagi- 
nation, and  with  them  fled  objeds  in- 
finitely more  valuable,  but  equally  the 
vifionary  creation  of  fancy ;  I  mean  the 
faith  and  honour  of  her  hufband. 

I  will  pafs  over  the  enfuing  fcenc, 
confcious  that  I  could  not  do  it  juftice 
in  a  minute  defcription.  When  Sophia 
called  upon  O'Faughn,  as  he  would  an- 
fwer  it  at  "  the  great  day  of  count,"  to 
remind  her  bafe  feducer  that  (he  was 
his  lawful  wife,  the  vile  accefl*ary  de- 
nied all  knowledge  of  the  tr  anfadion  to 
II  which 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  IpJ 

which  fhe  alluded.  When  (he  called 
upon  her  cruel  perjured  hufband, 
OTaughn  protefted  that  her  protedor 
was  mod  conftant  in  his  attachments, 
and  would  never  defert  her,  unlefs  the 
violence  of  her  paflions  compelled  him 
to  form  a  connexion  where  his  repofe 
might  be  lefs  endangered.  She  threat- 
ened to  proclaim  her  wrongs  to  the 
world ;  the  faithful  guardian  of  a  mofl 
unholy  truft  befought  her  to  recoiled, 
that  fhe  had  promifed  Lord  Malvern 
that  all  his  fecrets  fhould  be  fafe  in  her 
keeping.  Mifs  Aubrey  had  not  been 
educated  in  the  fchool  of  refined  mo- 
rality. She  did  not  conceive  that  the 
bafenefs  and  perjury  of  another  was  an 
acquital  to  a  mind  confcious  of  having 
contradled  a  folemn  engagement.  The 
multitude  of  the  wicked  was  not  with 
her  a  reafon  for  joining  the  guilty  band. 
Dropping  on  her  knees,  with  recollected 
meeknefs,  fhe  committed  her  caufe  to 
VOL.  I.  K  Him 
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Him  who  is  the  friend  of  the  friendlefs. 
Then  turning  to  her  terrified  child,  fhe 
clafped  it  to  her  bofom  with  ftrong  ma- 
ternal tendernefs.  She  could  articulate 
no  more  than  "  Poor  deferted  orphan  !" 
but  her  convulfive  throbs  witnefled  that 
it  had  flill  one  tender  parent. 

The  night  was  fpent  in  confufion  and 
extreme  diflrefs.  The  owners  of  the 
dwelling  where  (he  was  placed  under- 
flood  little  of  her  language,  and  were 
prepoflefled  by  the"  account  that 
O'Faughn  had  given  of  her ;  namely, 
that  fhe  was  a  young  lady  of  fafliion, 
who  had  difgraced  herfelf  by  lier  bad 
condu6l',  and  had  fmce  been  difordered 
in  her  mind.  The  next  morning  he 
demanded  an  interview,  and  he  then 
found  that  her  lituation  would  juflify 
his  fiatement.  Her  intellecls  were  in- 
deed deeply  afreded  by  the  fhock  that 
ihe  had  fuftained.  His  crafty  fagacity 
had  contrived  to  deprive  her  of  the  at- 
tendance 
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tendance  of  her  own  fervants,  whom  he 
had  left  at  the  lafl  ftage,  under  the 
care  of  a  fubaltern  agent,  with  orders 
to  take  them  back  to  London,  and  dif- 
mifs  them  with  handfome  gratuities, 
tinder  the  pretence  that  their  lady  had 
found  fervants  who  fuited  her  better  in 
her  new  fituation.  They  -.vere  igno- 
rant of  the  true  names  of  the  par- 
ties whom  they  had  ferved,  and  there- 
fore could  make  no  difcoveries ;  and 
O'Faughn  thought  it  would  be  impofiible 
for  the  wretched  Sophia,  left  diftradted 
among  (trangers,  to  make  her  incohe- 
rent tale  underitood  :  he  therefore  re- 
turned to  London,  fatisfied  that  he  had 
relieved  his  noble,  friend  from  a  very 
difagreeable  incumbrance,  at  a  fmall  ex- 
pence,  and  without  the  lead  danger  to 
his  reputation. 

Befide  the  common  motive  of  futiety, 

the  young  earl  had  an  additional  reafon 

for  wifhing  to  be  releafed  from  the  ma- 

K  2  trimonial 
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trimoniai  fetters.     The  fame  lying  fpirit 
that   had  promifed  to  lead  him  to  the 
Cemple  of  fame  through  the  labyrinth  of 
depravity,  had   lately  aflured  him   that 
the  proud  ftru6lure  might  mofl:    eafily 
be  approached  by  the  avenue  of  folly. 
*'  The   little   fet"    that    conftituted   his 
world    conferred    confiderable   applaufe 
on  gaming ;  for  though  they  allowed  it 
to  be  deftructive  of  fortune  and  peace 
of  mind,  yet  there  was  fo  much  of  cou- 
rageous careleflhefs  and  agitatingyincer- 
titude  in  the  purfuit,  that  the  vice  really 
wore  a  very  gentlemanlike  appearance, 
and  promifed  to  come  into  high  cele- 
brity.    Lord  Malvern  had  offered  feve- 
ral  thoufands  at   the  flirine  of  this  Mo- 
loch ;  and,  as  it  was  abfolutely  impoffi- 
ble  for  him,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  title, 
to  contrad   the  eftablifliment  which   his 
father    had   fupported,    without    being 
termed   mean  fpirited,  it  was  neceflary 
that  the  fortune  of  the  future  Lady  Glan- 
5  ville 
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ville  fhould  be  fufficlent  to  difcharge  all 
incumbrances.  The  man  of  the  world 
will  fee  the  force  of  this  argument,  and 
allow  that  Sophia  and  her  innocent  boy 
mud  be  abandoned.  It  is  probable  too, 
that  he  will  fuppofe  Lord  Glanville 
might  filence  the  pangs  of  confcience, 
by  recollefting  that  an  annuity  of  two 
hundred  a  year  was  affluence  compared 
to  the  penury  of  Mifs  Aubrey's  early 
life;  and  that  nobody,  therefore,  could 
reproach  him  with  having  reduced  the 
poor  girl  to  a  worfe  fituation  than  that 
in  which  he  found  her.  Thofe  who 
thus  argue  will  do  well  to  attend  to  the 
fequel  of  this  hi  (lory. 


K3 
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CHAP.     VIII. 

Superior  Skill  in  the  Art  of  tormenting 
proves  fatal  to  the  Poffeffhr  of  thai 
eminent  Salification. 

Beauty  fpread  her  goffamer  fnare  for 
the  Earl  of  Glanvilie  5  but  a  man  of 
confammate  prudence  will  not  be  twice 
attraded  by  a  ^//<^<?i  bait.  Sophia  Au- 
brey joined  innocence,  virtue,  tender- 
nefs,  and  delicacy  to  a  lovely  perfon  5 
yet,  when  pofTeflTed  of  thefe,  he  foon 
wifhed  for  a  more  fuhfianUal  dower. 
He  determined,  that  if  he  fhould  a  fe- 
cond  time  grow  weary  of  the-  nuptial 
yoke,  he  would  repent,  like  Falflaff's 
Prince  Hal,  ''  not  in  fackcloth  and  aflies, 
but  in  nevs^  filk  and  old  fack.'*  Forti- 
fynig  himfelf  with  this  refolution,  he  re- 
mained 
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mained  like  another  Achilles  invulne-  ** 
rable  amid  fhovvers  of  arrows.  The  com- 
bat between  the  belligerent  powers  was 
indeed  fingular,  as  both  parties  were  ia 
purfait  of  non-entities.  The  ladies  di- 
rected their  fire  at  the  earl's  hearty  a  part 
which  I  fufpe^  nature  omitted  in  his 
compofiton  ;  and  the  earl  with  equal  vi- 
gilance  reconoitred  their  eftates,  which 
too  frequently  were  Htuared  in  Terra 
Incogfiifa.  Had  /;e  been  "  ufed  to  the 
melting  mood/'  he  mud  have  been 
foftened  into  true  connubial  docility  ; 
and  had  the  daughter  cf  King  Midas 
been  among  the  competitors,  and  pof- 
fcfied  of  her  father's  power  of  tranfmu- 
tation,  (he  would  have  become  Lady 
Glanville. 

Two  years  rolled  away  ;  the  fair  af- 
failantb  coiuinucd  talking  of  the  young 
earl's  carriages  and  liveries,  and  he  add- 
ed a  few  names  to  the  liil  of  the  greateft 
lortuues  in  England,  which  he  kept  in 
K  4  his 
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his  common-place  book.  At  length  a 
very  unpleafant  circumftance  occurred. 
Nothing  was  at  firfl:  known,  except  that 
hh  lordfhip  had  been  called  out  by  an 
officer,  whom  he  had  once  materially 
ferved  ;  and  that  the.  ungrateful  wretch 
fell  (as  he  deferved)  mortally  wounded 
at  the  firift  fire.  The  earl  (though  it 
was  fuppofed  that  he  might  eafily  have 
been  excufed  in  a  court  of  juftice  for 
only  accepting  a  challenge)  was  fo  ex- 
tremely diftreffed  at  this  unfortunate 
event,  that  he  immediately  left  his  na- 
tive country.  Every  one  pitied  fuch  an 
amiable  nobleman,  and  obferved  that 
keennefs  of  his  feelings  was  a  proof  of 
the  goodnefs  of  his  heart.  But  in  a 
few  days  the  death  of  the  young  officer 
transferred  pity  to  the  greateft  fufferer. 
Soon  after  hints  w^ere  given,  but  with 
the  greateft  caution,  that  there  was  a 
dreadful  tale  to  tell,  refpe6ling  a  filter 
feduced  and  abandoned  to  difgrace  and 

diftrac- 
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diftradlon.  The  refllefs  (pirit  of  cun- 
ofity  eagerly  purfued  thefe  fuggeftions  ; 
but  if  even  myfelf  and  my  Danbury 
friends  had  formed  the  inqueft,  I  am 
afraid  we  could  not  have  made  any  clear 
difcoveries.  The  furgeon  who  attended 
the  wounded  man  from  the  field,  and 
witnefled  his  laH:  agonies,  would  only 
fay  that  he  fhould  difclofe  nothing  unlefs 
properly  queftioned. 

I  doubt  not,  however,  that  the  read- 
er's feelings  have  already  recognized  the 
fallen  officer.  It  was  indeed  poor  Au- 
brey, who  returned  from  fevere  fervice 
in  the  Vv'ell  Indies,  full  of  hope  that  he 
fhould  fee  his  After  edabliflied  in  that 
raiik  which  his  fond  afFedion  deemed 
her  worthy  to  fill.  He  had  determined 
to  gratify  his  fraternal  pride  by  taking  a 
diftant  view  of  her  in  her  new  ftation, 
and  he  refolved  not  to  force  himfelf  on 
Lord  Glanville's  notice,  unlefs  he  was 
convinced  that  it  would  give  pleafure  to 
K  5  all 
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all  parties.  He  was  aftonlfhed  that  he 
did  not  hear  of  Lady  Glanville's  beauty 
and  merit  on  his  firfl  arrival  in  Lon- 
don. He  blamed  the  world  for  its  want 
of  difcernment ;  and,  impatient  to  hear 
its  opinion  of  his  filler,  he  made  in- 
quiries, the  anfwers  to  which  harrowed 
up  his  foul.  Inflead  of  avoidiiig^  he 
now  fought  the  Earl  of  Glanville  with 
determined  perfeverance,  and  angrily 
demanded  to  fee  his  fifter.  His  lord- 
fhip  replied,  with  as  much  compofure  as 
it  was  in  his  power  to  aflume,  that  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  communicate 
the' lady's  addrefs ;.  but  that  he  believed 
file  was  well  and  happy.  "  Not  in 
your  power  to  tell  me  the  refidence  of 
your  wife  !*^  returned  the  indignant  Aur 
brey.  "  My  lord,  1  mufl  have  this  matter 
clearly  explained."  His  lordfhip  an- 
fwered,  that  he  really  was  at  a  lofs  to  un- 
derhand the  captain's  language,  as  he 
was  quire  unconfcious  of  deferving  the 

honour- 
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honourable  name  of  hufband.  More 
warmth  followed  on  Aubrey's  fide,  and 
more  civil  farcafms  on  his  lordfhip's. 
The  interview  terminated  in  a  rencontre 
in  Hyde  Park,  where  Aubrey  expiated  his 
rafa  forgetfulnefs  of  the  laws  of  God 
and  man  with  his  life ;  while  Glanville 
retired  from  the  fatal  field,  loaded  with 
the  far  deeper  fin  ol fy Hematic perfevsring 
depraviry.  Nor  let  it  be  fuppofed,  that  in 
flying  from  human  punifhment  heefcaped 
the  inevitable  lot  of  guilt ;  he  carried  the 
fcorpion  remorfe  in  his  own  bofom,  and 
the  foul-harrowing  refembbn:e  of  the 
dying  Aubrey  and  the  diihacted  Sophia 
followed  him  to  every  clime  through 
which  he  paOed,  like  Cain,  a  fugitive 
and  a  wanderer. 

It  was  in  one  of  thofe  unhappy  mo- 
ments in  which  the  finner  flies  for  re^ 
fuge  to  the  hopes  of  annihilation,  that 
Lord  Glanville  betook  hinifelf  to  the 
defperate  foiaccof  inhdelity.  He  had, 
K  6  indeed. 
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indeed,   ample  caufe   to  wifh   that    the 
grave  would  not  give  up  its  cold  inha- 
bitant, "  with   twenty   mortal  -murders 
on  their  crowns  ;"    and  as  a  man  with 
good  tonftitution  at  feven  and  twenty 
might   reafonably   look   forward  to  an 
ample  (hare  of  the  good  things  of  life's 
feaft,  he  imagined  that  forty  years  hence 
he  fhould   be    very  well   contented  to 
yield   his  feat  at  the   banquet  to  fome 
younger  gueft,  and  to  drop  into  eternal 
fleep.     He  knew,  indeed,    that   difeafes 
and  accidents  fometimes  terminated  the 
fublunary   career   at   an   earlier   period 
than  the  term  which  he  had  chofen  for 
his  own  exiftence  j  but  then  he  refolved 
to  be  extremely  careful  of  his   health, 
to  avoid  all  dangerous  pur fu its,  and  to 
conduft   himfelf  with    the  prudence  of 
one  who  was  confeious  that  all  his  hopes 
were  fet  upon  one  die.     The  reader  will 
recoiled,  that,  at  the  time  I  fpeak  of, 
the    immortalizing    elixir   was    not  fo 

much 
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much  as  dream'^  of,  nor  were  mechanics 
brought  to  fuch  high  perfe£iion  as  to 
fumifh  an  apparatus  to  prevent  people 
from  being  killed  by  lightning,  drowned, 
burnt,  or  breaking  their  necks.  Cer- 
tainly if  thefe,  or  any  fimllar  inftances  of 
the  perfedibility  of  human  fcience,  had 
been  then  known,  Lord  Glanville  would 
have  liberally  patronized  fuch  happy 
inventions. 

After  many  years  banifhment,  the 
earl  began  to  hope  that  time  had  fo 
far  obliterated  the  remembrance  of  his 
pad  offences,  as  to  permit  hin\  to  return 
to  his  native  country,  and  there  to  obtain 
that  political  rank  and  popular  applaufe 
for  which  he  had  long  panted.  Au- 
brey had  no  relations  to  profecute  his 
murderer  ;  the  unpleafant  rumours  at- 
tending that  tranfadion  had  died  away, 
and  indeed  his  lordfhip  could  urge  many 
circumflances  to  extenuate  his  offence 
in  that  particuUr.     He  had  been,  it  was 

well 
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well  known,  grofsly  infulted  in  his  own- 
houfe  ;  he  had  endeavoured  to  decline 
the  challenge;  after  Aubrey  fell,  his 
attentions  to  him  were  raoPt  humane 
and  generous ;  he  had  fupplied  him  with 
the  befl  cliirurgicai  aid,  and  had  even 
deputed  his  particular  friend  O'Faughn- 
to  attend  him,  with  a  charge  not  to  leave 
him  while  4ife  remained.  His  lordfliip 
hoped  that  if  the  ftory  (hould  be  revived, 
as  the  caufe  of  the  difpute  had  been  but 
imperfeftly  known,  he  might  difguife 
and  colour  it  in  the  way  that  would  belt 
fuit  his  own  reputation  ;  and  he  was  per- 
fuaded  that  no  one  could  know  that  he 
had  long  pradlifed  firing  at  a  mark  be- 
fore he  took  aim  at  the  breafl  of  the  un- 
'fortunate  Aubrey.  As  to  Sophia,  the 
lad  intelligence  he  had  received  of  that 
unhappy  girl  was,  that  fhe  had  recovered 
her  fenfes,  but  was  fallen  into  a  deep 
dechne;  Confumption  ranks  among 
incurable  difeafes  j  -  doubtlefs,   therefore, 

fhe. 
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flie  would  foon  be  no  more,  and  thus 
the  whole  bufinefs  was  got  rid  of,  at  the 
expence  of  four  thoufand  pounds  that 
had  been  veiled  in  the  funds,  and  the  in- 
come annually  remitted  to  maintain  the 
boy. 

His  lordHiip,  therefore,  once  more  fet 
forward  as  a  matrim.onial  adventurer ; 
and,  though  the  youthful  bloom  on  his 
cheek  had  deepened  into  manly  brown, 
an  earl  at  forty  with  a  large  unincumbered 
eftate,  is  no  bad  match.  The  contefl  of 
rival  belles  was,  however,  this  time  foon 
terminated  ;  and  the  fprightly  charms  of 
Lady  Caroline  Lewfon  prevailed  over 
every  competitor.  She  had,  indeed, 
many  advantages ;  her  fortune  was  hand- 
fome,  and  this,  though  his  lordfhip  had 
brought  his  own  finances  into  a  defirable 
llate  during  his  travels,  was  very  agree- 
able to  a  man  who  loved  fplendour  and 
courted  popularity.  Her  connexions 
were  among  the  fird  nobility  5  a  delight- 
ful 
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ful  Inducement  to  one  who  wifhed  to  be 
mightiefl  am-^ng  the  mighfy,  and  whofe 
hereditary  roriffccjuence  had  been  im- 
paired by  abfcnce.  She  loved  gaiety ; 
no  bad  qualificariou  in  a  wife  to  a  perfon 
who  had  quarrelled  with  felf-refleclion* 
Wit  and  vivacity  were  her  chief  charac- 
teriftics  ;  and  thefe  muft  be  agreeable  ad- 
ditions to  domeftic  fociety,  efpecially  as 
his  lordihip  found  that  philofophy  did 
not  always  banifh  tormenting  thoughts. 

With  many  a  "  wanton  beck  and  wrea- 
thing fmile"  did  Lady  Caroline  invite  the 
earl's  attention  ;  but  no  fooner  was  that 
obje6l  gained,  than  the  manners  of  the 
charmer  changed,  and  he  who,  as  a 
common  acquaintance,  feemed  alnioft 
courted,  when  a  profefiTed  lover  was 
treated  with  cold  indifference.  Lord 
Glanville  had  really  been  amufed  by  this 
kdy's  agreeable  manners,  and  he  felt 
all  his  pride  roufed  at  her  dildain.  Ra- 
ther than  give  the  w^orid  room  to  fay 

that 
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that  his  offers  had  been  rejeded,  lie 
bravely  refolved  to  encounter  the  mife- 
ries  which  a  capricious  difpofition  muft 
inflid  upon  the  perfon  who  is  mod  ex- 
pofed  to  its  tyranny.  Perhaps  he  alfo 
relied  on  the  infallibih'ty  of  his  recipe  to 
break  female  hearts ;  for  I  am  perfuaded 
that  love  was  only  the  oftenfible  reafon 
that  determined  him  to  prefs  the  fuit 
with  the  father,  with  an  eagernefs  pro- 
portioned to  the  young  lady's  increafing 
difregard.  His  behaviour  was  fo  full  of 
urbanity,  and  his  fettlements  fo  liberal, 
that  Lord  Lewfon  did  not  confine  him- 
felf  to  a  mere  aflfent.  He  commanded  his 
daughter  to  receive  the  earl  of  Glanville 
as  her  hufband. 

An  affeding  fcene  now  enfued. 
Though,  from  the  errors  of  a  polifhed 
education,  and  a  life  too  diffipated  to  ad- 
mit of  refledion,  Lady  Caroline  had 
been  induced  to  a6t  the  coquet,  by  af- 
piring  to  univerfal  admiration  j  her  prin- 
ciples 
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ciples  were  good,  and  her  heart  moH; 
fincerely  devoted  to  a  brave  young  of- 
ficer, the  fon  of  a  man  of  fortune,  and 
her  father's  particular  friend.  Lord 
Levvfon  had  been  induced  to  approve  of 
this  connexion,  which  began  in  child- 
hood, nnd  had  been  confirmed  by  all 
the  romantic  ties  of  interchanged  letters, 
pi^ures,  rings,  and  other  pledges  of 
eternallovc.  Juft  at  the.  period  whea 
the  lady  entered  upon  the  career  of  high 
life,  duty  called  her  lover  to  a  dftant 
part  of  the  world,  and  fl;^  unhappily  re- 
folved  to  difpel  the  real  forrow  which 
fhe  felt  at  his  abfence,  by  indulging  ia 
the  blameable  amufement  of  "  bringing 
home  hearts  by  dozens.*'  To  prove 
her  fidelity  to  her  dear  Mitford,  fhe  re- 
gularly fent  him  a  voluminous  account 
of  her  triumphs  ;  and  he,  in  return, 
acquainted  his  charmer  with  the  laurels 
that  he  had  acquired  in  the  bloody  field 
of  Mars.     She   had  juil    difpatched   a 

packet 
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packet  filled  with  an  account  of  Lord 
Glanville's  fubjugation,  in  which  fhe 
(ketched  his  chura<fter  with  precifion, 
and  defcribed  his  dolorous  indignation 
at  finding  himfelf  fad  in  her  toils,  with 
infinite  wit,  when  fiie  received  her  fa- 
ther*6  mandate  to  receive  this  flighted 
captive,  this  man  whom  die  at  once 
defpifed  and  hated,  as  her  hufband. 
The  lovely  tyrants  who  are  now  in  the 
zenith  of  female  power,  and  pity  poor 
Lady  Caroline's  diftrefs  will  do  well  to 
aik  themfelves  if  it  was  wholly  unde- 
ferved. 

In  vain  did  the  poor  lady  plead  her  dif- 
like,  nay  her  abhorrence  of  the  man 
whom  her  father  had  chofen;  Lord 
Lewfon  had  witnelTed  the  pains  flie  once 
took  to  enfnare  him.  In  vain  did  fhe  re- 
fer to  the  promife  (he  had  oace  given 
Mitfqrd  ;  her  behaviour  during  his  ab- 
fence  refembled  any  other  charafler 
upre  than  that  of  a   conjlant  nymph.. 

If 
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If  {he  reminded  her  father  of  his  own 
confent,  Lord  Lewfon  could  reply  that 
it   was   known  to  be  conditional,   and 
ceafed  on  his  fuppofing  his  daughter's 
afFedions  had  veered  to  another  object*     | 
She   wept,    knelt,   intreated ;    all   was 
termed  caprice    and   afFedation,      She     , 
even  informed   Lord   Glanville  of  the     | 
flate   of  her  heart.     But  the  earl  was 
perfuaded   that    the  "  fuperior   dignity 
of  a  hufband    who    would    ever   love 
her  with  manly  tendernefs,"  would  foou 
cSkce  every  trace  of  a  juvenile  attach- 
ment.    His  honour,  he  alfo  obferved, 
was  too  far  pledged  to  permit  him  to 
retreat ;  and  he  could  not  but  hope  that 
Lady  Caroline's  diftrefs  proceeded  rather 
from  the  amiable  terrors  of  virgin  de- 
licacy, than  from  the  motive  which  fhe 
had  been  plej^fed   to   fuggefl.     He   af- 
fured  Lord  Lewfon,  that  he  had  ftudied 
his  daughter's  charadler,  that  he  faw  all 
its  weakneffes,  and  almoft  fancied  them 

virtues  ^ 
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virtues ;  fince  he  was  convinced  that 
they  proceeded  from  the  mod  excellent 
intentions.  Lord  Lewfon  believed  that 
his  daughter's  happinefs  mufl  be  fafe, 
when  committed  to  the  guardianfliip  of 
a  man  who  could  utter  fuch  noble  fen- 
timents ;  aid  the  weeping",  trembling, 
giddy,  romantic  Lady  Caroline  became 
Countefs  of  Glanville :  nor,  however, 
till  Ihe  had  bid  Mittord  an  eternal  adieu, 
in  terms  dictated  by  her  father,  but  tran- 
fcribed  with  fuch  an  unfteady  hand,  and 
blotted  with  fo  many  tears,  that  it  was 
evident  her  former  ties  would  predomi- 
nate over  thofe  which  (he  was  going  to 
form. 

An  union  thus  formed  did  not  promife 
happinefs ;  but  fortune,  or  rather  let  me 
fay  i\\2lX.  feemingly  fortuitous  combination 
of  circumftances,  which  conduds  human 
affairs  often  to  the  temporal  punifhment 
of  the  wicked,  but  alivays  to  the  eternal 
advantage  of  the  good,  foon  blafted  the 

faint 
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faint  hope  that  even  tolerable  comfort 
could  refuitfromthefe  ill-omened  nuptials. 
A  favourite  fervant  of  the  bride's,  whd 
had  lived  with  her  from  her  infancy,  waa 
confined  in  the  country  by  ill  healtli 
the  very  winter  that  her  lady  made  the 
conqueft  fo  fatal  to  her  repofe.  Soon 
after  the  nuptials  Margaret  was  fummon< 
ed  to  attend  her  midrefs^  who  ftill 
chofe  to  have  her  about  her  perfon. 
As  this  woman  poflefl'ed  a  good  heart, 
and  a  found  judgment,  fhe  endeavoured 
to  reconcile  the  m.ourner  to  her  lot,  and 
to  direft  her  attention  to  the  pradlice  of 
thofe  duties  which  would  in  time  foften 
the  rigour  of  her  fate.  But  in  the  midft 
of  thefe  prudent  confolations,  fhe  was 
interrupted  by  the  appearance  of  her 
new  lord.  Margaret  trembled  and 
turned  pale  at  the  fight  of  him,  the 
found  of  his  voice  increafed  her  confter- 
nation.  Trembling  with  excefiive  hor- 
ror, fhe  faintly  inquired  if  his  name  had 

not 
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not  been  Herbert.  Lord  Glanvllle 
ftarted  at  that  fuggeflion  as  if  a  lion  had 
crofled  him  in  his  path.  The  features  of 
Margaret  reminded  him  of  poor  Sophy's- 
attendant ;  he  endeavoured  to  give  her 
impertinence  a  fevere  reproof;  but  flie 
had  aheady  fainted,  and  as  his  weak 
knees  could  no  longer  fupport  him,  he 
was  ijlad  to  throw  himfelf  upon  the  fo- 
pha  and  to  conceal  his  guilty  face. 

This  fcene  was  perfedly  intelligible  to 
the  young  countefs.  The  (lory  of  Mrs. 
Herbert,  her  lovelinefs,  meeknefs,  and 
entire  feclufion,  the  fufpicious  condu^^ 
of. her  hufoand,  her  fondnefs  for  her 
little  bov,  and  the  rnvfcerious  event 
which  terminated  Margaret's  knowledge 
of  her  hiftory,  had  been  often  repeated, 
as  nuffery  tales,  and  caufed  many  a  tear 
to  (tream  '*  o'er  the  foft  features  oP' 
Lady  Caroline's  "  Jpril  face."  It  v/as 
eafy  to  conned  this  (lory  and  that  of 
the  unfortunate  Aubrey,  to  whofe  cataf- 

trophe 
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trophe  fhe  had  often  heard  people  allude ; 
and  Lady  Glanville's  quick  imagination 
faw  the  feducer  of  innocence,  and  the 
murderer  of  its  protedlor,  in  the  perfon 
of  her  wedded  lord.  Pride  and  refent- 
ment  had  taken  full  poffeflion  of  her 
foul ;  and,  inftead  of  regretting  thefe  in^ 
delible  ftains  in  her  hufband's  charader, 
Ihe  feemed  pleafed  with  any  circum- 
ftances  that  tended  to  ftrengthen  thbfe 
difcordant  paflions.  She  flood  for  fome 
moments  enjoying  his  humiliation,  and 
contrafting  his  guilty  (hame  with  thofe 
ideas  of  unfullied  virtue  which  fhe  had 
afTociated  with  the  image  of  her  be- 
loved Mitford,  before  fhe  left  him  to  en* 
deavour  to  recover  his  recolledlion. 

Indeed  Lord  Glanville's  fituation  was 
humiliating  in  the  extreme.  Independ- 
ent of  his  wifh  to  fupport  the  charader 
of  corred  morals,  the  declining  flate  of 
Lord  Lewfon's  health  gave  him  a  cogent 
reafon  to  wifh  that  nothing  might  tran- 

fpire 
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"fpire  to  his  difadvantage.  The  old  earl 
had  feveral  good  things  to  beftovv,  and 
his  wife's  portion  was  made  in  fome  de- 
gree to  depend  upon  his  own  condud. 
Thus  circumftanced,  even  the  proud 
fpirit  of  Lord  Glanville  allowed  that 
it  would  be  befl:  to  temporize ;  but 
-Jjow  would  be  the  difficulty.  Suppofmg 
Margaret  not  inacceflible  to  bribes,  he 
perceived  his  lady  knew  too  much  of 
Sophia's  hiftory  to  allow  him  to  difclaim 
that  connexion,  efpecially  fmce  his  own 
confufion  mud  have  confirmed  all  her 
fufpicions. 

He  could,  therefore,  only  gild  his 
faults  with  a  little  amiable  candour,  and 
a  few  foft  touches  oi  convciient  morality. 
He  requeued  an  interview  v/ith  Lady 
Glanville,  admitted  that  he  had  fallen 
into  the  common  faults  of  youth,  fpoke 
of  human  frailty,  of  the  irrefiftible  power 
which  artful  beauty  might  acquire  in  a 
heart  forified  of  fuch  penetrable  materials 

VOL.  I.  h  as 


iSlS  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER, 

as  his  own,  rejoiced  in  his  early  efcapc 
from  the  fyren's  fnare,  lamented  the  un- 
fortunate rencontre  with  her  ruffian 
brother,  and  depided  tfie  miferies  with 
which  one  indifcretion  had  clouded  his 
morn  of  life,  with  more  glowing  colours 
than  a  man  of  fafhion  would  choofe  to 
employ  when  merely  acknowledging  the 
fault  of  having  kept  a  miftrefs.  He 
thence  adverted  to  his  now  brightened 
profpe6ls ;  and  contrafted  the  criminal 
pleafures  refulting  from  affairs  of  gal- 
lantry, with  the  pure  delights  that  flow 
from  an  union  with  a  woman  of  ho- 
nour :  but,  as  he  raifed  his  eyes  to  fee 
the  tear  of  forgivenefs  fteal  down  Lady 
Glanville's  moiftened  cheek,  he  was  fur- 
prifed  at  hearing  her  burft  into  a  loud 
laugh  at  the  antics  of  her  lap-dog ;  and, 
inftead  of  articulating  his  pardon  in 
broken  accents,  requefling  that  he  would 
*'  only  look  at  the  dear  grotefque  crea^ 
Cure."  "  But  |:eally,  my  lord,"  conti- 
nued 
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nued  {he,  "  I  do  now  recoiled  that  you 
faid  you  w idled  to  talk  with  me  about 
fomething  of  importance;  may  I  requeft 
that  you  would  begin  again  ?** 

The  mod  eloquent  of  orators  would 
have  been  difconcerted  at  fuch  an  unex- 
pe6led  turn.  Lord  Glanville  bit  his 
lips,  attempted  to  renew  the  fubjed,  and 
had  proceeded  as  far  as  the  name  of  Au- 
brey, when  the  countefs  begged  him  not 
to  give  himfelf  any  trouble.  It  was  im- 
poflible,  (he  obferved,  that  his  lordfhip's 
pad  or  prefent  conduct  could  be  of  the 
leafl  importance  to  her.  She  added, 
if  he  had  any  thing  to  communicate  re- 
fpe<^ing  Major  Mitford,  fhe  owned  the 
intelligence  would  be  interefling.  Lord 
Glanville,  in  a  tone  of  fuUen  anger,  in- 
treated  her  to  remember  that  fhe  was 
now  a  wife.  "  I  am  unwilling,"  re- 
turned the  lady  with  quicknefs,  "  to  claim 
a  title  which  is  rather  doubtful;  but  I 
(hall  always  remember  that  you  are  the 
L  2  man 
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man  to  whom  my  father  believes  me  mar- 
ried. You  have  penetration,  my  lord  ; 
-doubtlefs  you  fee  the  expediency  .of 
avoiding  difquifitions  that  may  lead  to 
unpleafantr  altercations,  and  interrupt 
the  harmony  now  fo  happily  fubfifting 
between  us."  Her  manner  precluded 
all  poffibility  of  reply  on  the  earl's  part ; 
and  the  arrangement  that  I  have  already 
mentiojgied  was  adopted  by  tacit  agree- 
ment. 

When  a  wedded  pair,  refining  upon 
the  original  inftitution  of  marriage,  con- 
vert it  into  a  ftate  of  perpetual  hoflility, 
tlie  combatants,  doubtlefs,  find  great 
advantage  in  that  intimate  union  which 
allows  them  to  make  continual  progrefs 
in  the  art  of  tormenting ;  and,  as  perf^id 
good^  or  I  would  rather  call  it  high  bretd- 
ing,  mufl  not  defcend  to  thofe  grofs  vul- 
garifms,  by  which  ''  Ralph  of  the  mill,'* 
and  "  Sue  of  the  green"  let  each  other 
know  that  they  are  really  quarrelling,  it 

is 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  ^-if 

h  obliged    to    have    recourfe   to   fome 
double-diftilled  corroding  acid,  in  order 
to  countera*^  the  fuavity  of  its  mufcles, 
and  the  harmonioufnefs  of  its  cadences. 
Lady   Glanville's    invention    could    not 
fupply  her  with  one  hint  which  feemed 
fo  likely  to  wring  her  hulband's  "  galled 
fpirit,"   as  by  treating  biin  in  public  with 
an  affe£lation  of  tendernefs  and  refpedl, 
proportioned  to  the  civil  contempt  that 
charaderized  her  manner  at  their  private 
interviews.     She  was  continually  co.nv. 
plimenting  his  lordfhip  on  his  reditude 
and  integrity,  Gi2  pr:;ired  the  open  fin- 
cerity  of  his  condud  ;    and  if  any  one 
congratulated     her     upon     her    happi- 
nefs  in  being  united  to  fuch  an  honour^ 
able  man,  flie  always  anfwered  that  he 
Iiad  more  than  fulfilled  her  expedaiions. 
Sometimes    his    lordihip's    confummate 
modelly  was   fo    mucii   afleded  by  her 
eulogiums,   that  he  wa5  obli;:i;J  \i  »^^^g 
the  room.     His  only  ciiance  was  to  get 
^  3  the 
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the  converfation  firft  into  his  own  hands, 
and  then  Lady  Glanville's  fweetnefs  of 
temper,  prudence,  and  connubial  virtues, 
were  drefTed  in  as  gorgeous  apparel  as 
fhe  had  bellowed  on  his  good  principles. 
Our  fex  is  accufed  of  loving  flattery ; 
probably  that  may  be  the  reafon  why 
the  earl  found  it  impoflible  to  fubdue 
the  non-chalance  of  the  countefs,  who 
generally  leaned  her  arms  upon  the  ta- 
ble, fixed  her  eyes  upon  his  face,  and 
when  he  had  comple'.ed  the  delinea- 
tion of  her  charader  declared  it  was 
fo  adorned  by  hje  kind  partiality  that 
ihe  really  did  not  know  herfelf. 

Hitherto  the  advantage  was  all  on 
Lady  Glanville's  fide;  but  the  return  of 
Major  Mitford  to  England  gave  the  earl 
a  decided  viftory.  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  Lady  Glanville  was  a  woman 
of  principle  ;  but  I  only  mean  by  that 
^eciararion,  that  (he  avoided  the  es^ 
trmes  of  guilt.     Her  principles,  as  we 

have 
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already  feeii,  did  not  prevent  her  from 
gratifying  her  pride  and  revenge  by 
punifhing  her  offending  hufband,  inftead 
of  endeavouring  to  reclaim  him.  The 
fame  imprudent,  and  indeed  culpable 
defign,  induced  her  (lill  further  to  exafpe- 
rate  him  by  frequent  interviev/s  with  the 
man  whom  fhe  acknowledged  to  be  the 
polTvififor  of  her  heart.  Confident  in 
her  own  virtue,  fhe  difowned  all  idea 
of  impropriety  while  enjoying  the  fociety 
that  taite  and  affcdion  led  her  to  prefer ; 
and  as  fhe  conftantly  took  care  that  thq 
major's  vifus  fnould  be  fandioned  by  the 
prefence  of  fome  third  perfon  of  unqaef- 
tionable  charader,  fhe  imagined  that  her 
reputation  was  fecured  from  reproach. 
This  unhappy  fcheme  brought  with  it 
the  punilhment  which  its  blameable  mo- 
tive deferved.  That  attachment  which 
time  and  abfence  had  partly  fubdued 
was  revived  by  the  prefence  of  the  be- 
loved object.  She  coatralled  Mitford's 
L  4  tender^ 
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tender,  refpeflful,  yet  conflrained  atten- . 
tronsjwith  Glanville's  hypocritical  aflidui- 
ties ;  the  genuine  worth  of  flerling  inte- 
grity, with  the  polifhed  fentimental  tinfel 
worn  by  a  profeffed  dillembjer ;  the  hap- 
pinefs  that  fce  might  have  enjoyed,  with 
the  mifery  that  was  her  portion.  Thefe 
thoughts  perpetually  occurred  to  her 
imagination,  and  in  time  erafed  all  the 
playful  ideas  of  wit  and  vivacity  ;  and, 
inilead  of  torturing  Lord  Glanville  by 
her  fcheme  of  a  platonic  attachment, 
flie  found  her  own  tranquillity  de- 
ftroyed. 

Ruminating  on  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  of  her  fituation,  the  unhappy 
countefs  was  fometimes  tempted  to  bring 
forward  the  (lory  of  Sophia  Aubrey, 
whom,  by  fome  papers  that  had  acci- 
dentally fallen  into  her  hands,  (he  dif- 
eovered  to  have  been  Lord  Glanville's; 
legal  wife.  As  the  exigence  of  that 
lady  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  could 

be 
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be  proved,  the  earl's  fecond  contrad  was 
null ;  and  the  tie  that  feparated  her  from. 
her  beloved  INIitford  was  of  courfe  diiTol- 
ved.  She  was  retrained  from  purfuing  ihis 
defign  by  affection  to  her  only  daughter, 
who  (he  confidered  would,  by  fuch  a 
difcovery,  be  degraded  from  the  rank  of 
heirefs  of  an  illuftrious  houfe,  and  im^ 
menfe  weakh,  and  placed  in  the  defpifed, 
flate  of  an  illegithnate  orphan^ 

While  maternal  tendernefs  thus  fuc- 
cefsfully  combated  Lady  Glanville's  af- 
feclion  for  her  lover,  flander,  regardlefs 
of  the  precautions  by  which  (lie  fuppofed 
her  reputation  was  fecured,  added  her 
name  to  the  fhameful  lift  of  faithlefs 
wives.  The  giddy  and  the  criminal  ea- 
gerly believed  a  tale  that  gratified  fpleen,. 
and  gave  guilt  ihe  diabolical  fatisfadion 
of  exulting  in  the  extended  empire  of 
iniquity.  The  ftory  foon  got  into  the 
public  prints ;  and  the  portraits  of  the 
countefs  and  her  fuppofed  paramour 
L  5  were 
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exhibited  in  a  popular  publication,  in- 
tended to  countenance  vice  by  fami- 
liarizing thoughtlefs  minds  with  the  hif- 
tory  of  its  triumphs  dreffed  in  the  foft 
language  of  apologetical  fubtlety.  If  only 
Lord  Glanville  had  feen  thefe  portraits, 
if  the  rumours  of  her  difhonour  had  only 
reached  his  ears,  the  countefs  would 
have  fung  To  triumphant ;  but  (lie  was 
not  of  a  difpofition  to  fupport  public  in- 
famy. Her  fpirit  drooped  under  the  im- 
putation, and  confcience  whofe  ftill  fmall 
voice  had  efcaped  obfervation  during  the 
uproar  of  the  paflions,  now  prevented 
her  from  folacing  herfelf  with  the  com-* 
forts  of  innocence,  by  whifpering  many 
a  wilful  deviation  from  the  ftraight  path 
of  reditude.  In  vain  did  ihe  tear  herfelf 
from  the  pleafure  fhe  moft  enjoyed,  by 
declining  Miiford's  vifits,  and  endeavour^ 
ing  to  think  oFliim  no  more ;  the  bofom 
monitor  now  told  her,  that  this  renunci- 
ation ihould  have  taken  place  at  the  altar 

when 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  227 

when  fhe  became  Lord  Glanville's  wife. 
Sometimes  fhe  endeavoured  to  afcribe 
all  her  miferies  to  the  conduct  of  her 
hufband  and  her  father ;  but  again  (he 
remembered  her  youthful  coquetries, 
and  fhe  felt  compelled  to  do  Lord  Glan- 
ville  the  juftice  of  acknowledging,  that 
fhe  had  invariably  adhered  to  her  origi' 
7ial  defign  of  making  him  miferahle,- 
Remorle  now  heightened  the  effeds  of 
chagrin  and  difguft,  and  diffipation  no 
longer  afforded  an  interval  of  eafe.  La- 
dy Glanville  poflefTed  great  fufceptibility  5 
file  fancied  herfelf  expofed  to  the  taunt 
of  fcorn  ;  fhe  every  where  met  cool 
friends  and  farcaflic  obfervers ;  her  me- 
lancholy increafed,  till  fhe  could  no 
longer  wear  even  that  exterior  of  cheer- 
fulnefs  which  is  a  neceffary  pafTport  to 
the  circles  of  falhion.  I  have  already 
told  the  refult.  Let  thofe  who  feverely 
condemn  this  unhappy  woman  beware 
of  forming  an  indiffoluble  tie  with  a~ 
L  6  mind 
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mind  determined  to  difclaim  its  obliga- 
tions. If  "  Jove  laughed  at  lovers* 
oaths,"  the  Chriftian  Deity  will  not  light'- 
ly  pafs  over  the  wanton  breach  of  thofe 
folemn  obligations  which  are  fandioned. 
ty  his  unalterable  laws. 
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CHAP.     IX. 

A  modern  Melange;  confiftingof  Traged\\ 
Comedy y  Romancey  Farce ^  and  a  little  of  ^ 
the  Fantomne. 

My  readers,  doubtlefs,  are  all  of  op> 
nion,  that  the  long  narrative  which  I 
have  given  of  Lord  Glanville's  married 
life  is  not  very  favourable  to  the  fair 
Melifandriania's  hope  of  a  coronet ;  and 
they  will  probably  afcribe  the  earl's  de- 
jection to  a  more  rankling  wound  than 
the  "  bhnd  archer"  ever  inflicted  on 
amorous  fixty-eight. 

Some  circumftances,   however,   foon 
tranfpired,  that  feemed  to  favour  Lady 
Fitzjohn's  prognoftics.  In  the  firfl:  place/ 
his   iordfhip   certainly   was   remarkably 

attentive 
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attentive  to  the  whole  family.  He  in- 
treated  that  Mr.  Artremidorus  would 
follow  his  game  over  his  manors ;  he 
took  fnuff  twice  out  of  Sir  Peter's  box, 
with  an  excufe  that  it  was  fo  excellent 
he  could  not  refrain  from  being  troubk- 
fome ;  and  he  fo  much  admired  her 
ladylhip's  cabriole  chairs,  that  he  begged 
to  know  where  he  might  order  a  fet 
like  them.  But  to  crown  the  whole, 
on  being  appealed  to  refpeding  the  fi- 
gure of  a  French  dancer,  who  reigned 
the  Helen  of  the  day,  he  obferved  that 
Ihe  was  the  exadt  prototype  of  Mifs  Fitz- 
John.  Her  ladyfhip  gave  Sir  Peter  a 
lignificant  nod,  and  could  fcarcely  re- 
frain from  faying  *^  There's  for  you,'* 
while  Lady  Caroline  bit  her  lips,  it  was 
fuppofed^  from  vexation. 

But  this  was  not  all.  Soon  after  hi^ 
feturn  to  the  caftle.  Lord  Glanville's  me- 
lancholy evidently  increafed,  and  he  was 
obferved  to  devote  a  confiderable  degree 

of 
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of  attention  to  the  reading  of  fome  pa- 
pers which  he  always  carefully  depofited 
in  his  cabinet  when  interrupted  in  the 
perufal.  Lady  Caroline's  eye  once  glanced 
over  the  fuperfcription,  and  fhe  plainly 
read  "  Letters  from  Mr.  Brudenell." 
There  happened  to  be  an  eminent  fo- 
licitor  of  that  name,  whom  it  was  fafhion- 
able  to  confult  on  the  fcore  of  fettle- 
ments,  and  it  was  pojjible  thefe  letters 
might  be  on  that  fubjed. 

To  make  the  matter  flill  plainer,  his 
lordfhip  one  morning,  inftead  of  hurry- 
ing to  his  (ludy,  as  was  his  cuftom  after 
breakfafl,  remained  in  the  library  ;  and, 
by  hinting  to  his  daughter  that  he  wifhed 
fhe  would  keep  herfelf  difengaged,  foon 
gained  an  opportunity  for  private  con- 
verfation.  Lady  Caroline  confequent- 
ly,  as  foon  as  the  company  had  with- 
drawn, placed  herfelf  in  an  attentive  pof- 
ture,  with  her  eyes  fixed  on  the  fuperb 
time-piece  which  was  placed  beneath  the 

buft 
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bud  of  Xenophon.  A  profound  filence 
of  one  hour  enfiipd,  only  inferruoted 
by  his  lordfliip's  frequent  fighs.  None 
of  my  readers  need  be  told  i\i2iXfighing  is 
afign  of  love. 

Lady  Caroline  had  now  recourfe  ta 
her  netting-box ;  but  Ihe  laid  it  down 
on  her  father's  beginning  to  hem,  and 
requefling  her  to  be  attentive,  and  fhe 
again  cbntemplated  the  ornaments  of  ths 
time-piece.  At  len'gth  the  earl  fo  far 
fubdued  his  taciturnity  as  to  afk  her  if 
Ihe  thought  Glanville  caftle  dull.  Her 
ladyfliip  anfwered,  "Sometimes;'*  and 
all  again  was  filent. 

"  Should  you,"  refumed  his  lordfhip 
after  another  paufe,  "  like  a  companion 
of  your  own  fex,  and  nearly  of  your 
own  age?" 

"  It  will  depend,"  replied  her  ladyr 
fhip,  "  upon  her  difpofition,  and  the 
circumflances  under  which  flie  is  intro- 
duced." 

«  lam 
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"  I  am  perfuaded,  Caroline,"  re- 
famed  his  lordiliip,  "  that  your  long 
experience  of  my  confidence  and  aiFec- 
tion  has  left  you  little  to  apprehend  on 
i/jo/e  points.  You  know  that  I  have  hi- 
therto facriftced  my  own  peculiar  wiflies 
to  what  I  conceive  to  be  your  welfare 
with  invariable  generofity.  If"  the  fcene 
fhould  now  change,  if  my  own  peace  of 
mind — I  mean  if  my  own  comforts— 
Pihaw,  I  cannot  exactly  explain  myfelf— 
If  the  duty  I  owe  to  my  family — I 
wonder  what  ails  me,  I  am  remarkably 
agitated  this  morning.'* 

"  I  do  not  wonder  at  it,"  replied 
I>ady  CaroHne,  who  thought  the  above 
hints  a  Httle  ominous  of  a  mother-in- 
law.  She  then,  with  great  fangfro'id^ 
obfeFved  that  the  wind  was  eafterly. 

'•  Indeed !"  exclaimed  his  lordihip  j- 
"  then  it  mufl  have  veered  two  points 
fince  I  examined  the  weather-cock  this- 
morning.     I   am   always  glad  to   have. 

thefe 
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thefe  fenfations  accounted  for.  An  awk- 
ward dizzlnefs,  a  ftrange  palpitation "' 

"  Very  difagreeable  fymptoms  indeed 
at  your  lordfliip's  age,"  obferved  Lady 
Caroline  with  far^aftic  emphafis. 

His  lord  (hip  was  one  of  thofe  very 
wife  people  who  '*  fmile  at  no  jeft."  He 
sfked  his  daughter,  if  his  friend  Signior 
Pekzzo  did  not  complain  of  a  fluttering 
at  his  heart,  and  a  difficulty  of  breathing, 
three  months  before  he  died. 

^*  Yes  certainly,"  returned  the  lady* 

"  And  what  did  his  phyficians  pre* 
fcribe?" 

"  Exercife  and  his  native  air.  But 
they  never  mentioned  a  young  compa- 


nion." 


"  Yet  he  died,  though  I  know  he 
conformed  exadly  to  their  prefcription. 
Certainly  the  art  of  phyfic  is  loft.  Its 
profeffors  are  mere  coxcomical  difpu- 
tants,  and  the  lives  of  the  human  race 
are  facrificed  to  the  experiments  of  em- 
pirics. 
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pirics.  They  too  recommended  me  to 
try  my  native  air,  and  I  mud  own  I  think 
my  cough  lefs  rigid  fmce  I  came  to 
Glanville  caftle.  I  would  have  you  fpeak 
ingenuoufly  Caroline  ;  do  my  fymptoms 
of  atrophy  increafe  ?'* 

"  I  rather  think,  my  lord,  you  look 
paler." 

"  Well,  that  is  a  good  fign  ;  for  my 
colour  was  heclic." 

"  And  fomewhat  thinner  furely." 

**  All  favourable  fymptoms ;  that 
proceeds  from  my  being  lefs  hydropical. 
My  appetite  too  improves ;  I  relifhed  a 
chicken  yeflerday  without  any  ftimulant. 
I  am  fatisfied  with  myfelf ;  for  1  am  con- 
vinced that  it  is  only  an  eaflerly  wind 
that  has  difordered  me  this  morning." 

"  Has  your  lord  (hip  any  thing  further 
to  communicate  ?" 

''  You  mufl  be  fenfible  that  I  have  a 
pleafure  in  confidiag  to  you  all  my  fe- 
crets.     The  liberal  plan  on  which  I  have 

educated 
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educated  you  has  happily  fubftituted  atr 
enlarged  reciprioGity  of  fentiment,  in- 
flead  of  the  contraQed  bond  of  com- 
mand and  obedience.  When  -I  fay  that 
I  am  in  expectation  of  fome  particular 
friends,  1  conceive  that  I  enfure  thetn 
fuch  a  welcome  from  you  as  will  teftify 
how  truly  our  minds  are  in  unifon.'* 

It  has  been  often  obferved,  that  an 
adherence  to  fyftem  not  only  benumbs, 
our  intelleflual  powers,  but  adually 
fufpends  the  free  ufe  of  our  bodily  fa- 
culties. I  am  unwilling  that  philofophy 
(hould  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  a  re- 
mark which  has  been  fo  liberally  affigned 
to  the  foie  ufe  of  thofe  who  venerate  the 
cufloms  and  the  inditutions  of  pafl:  ages- 
Lord  Glanville  had  educated  his  daugh- 
ter in  the  principles  of  invefligation  and 
independence,  as  explained  by  the  neweft. 
commentary  on  ratiocination,  and  be' 
faw  in  her  conduct  an  exemplifieation. 
of  all  his  enlarged   ideas.     Now,  as  all 

my~ 
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iiiy  readers  may  not  be  gifted  with  thofc 
fcientific  optics,  which  cannot  only  refufe 
to  fee  what  is  vifihle^  but  aUb  can  dif- 
cern  what  does  not  exijl^  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  inform  them  of  fome  of  the 
confequcnces  which  were  to  refult  from 
the  earl's  ideas  of  education ;  elfe  they 
may  be  apt  to  difcover  nothing  in  the 
preceding  converfation,  except  that  the 
earl  was  afraid  of  dying,  and  Lady  Ca- 
roline afraid  of  a  mother  in  law  :  where- 
as his  lordfhip  meant  it  for  implicit  con- 
fidence on  his  part,  and  the  young  lady 
for   fympathetic  acquiefcence  on  her's. 

Lord  Glanville  then  intended  that  his 
daughter,  though  feminine  in  her  per- 
fon,  and  attradive  in  her  manners,  (hould 
poflels  a  mafculine  mind,  and  be  in 
every  refped  fuperior  to  the  little  va- 
nities, weaknefTes,  and  terrors  of  her 
fex.  Her  tafle  was  to  be  corred,  her 
judgment  unclouded  by  bigotry,  her 
temper  unruffled  by  any  ftrong  paflions, 

all 
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all  her  adions  were  to  be  guided  by 
prudence,  and  virtue  was  to  be  the  con- 
ftant  inhabitant  of  her  bofom.  Not  that 
humble  virtue,  which,  confcious  of  hu- 
man frailty,  looks  continually  to  divine 
fupport,  but  virtue  as  exhibited  in  the 
beautiful  vifions  of  Plato  and  other  hea- 
then moralifts,  ftern,  undeviating,  felf- 
confident,  unrelenting,  virtue;  a  qua- 
Kty  which,  if  it  ever  exifted,  is  at  leaft 
not  congenial  to  the  nature  of  frail,  de- 
pendent man. 

As  to  her  behaviour  to  himfelf,  he 
propofed  that  fhe  fhould  comfort  him 
for  all  his  paft  difappointments  and  for- 
rows.  She  was  to  be  his  friend,  his 
confidant,  his  conftant  companion.  Her 
attachment  to  him  was  to  be  quite  dif- 
tmdi  from  the  ties  of  nature,  becaufe 
fhe  was  to  be  inftru6led  that  thofe  ties 
are  merely  the  bond  of  prejudice.  It 
was  not  to  be  the  refult  of  duty  ;  becaufe 
duty  implies  obligation,  and  m«ft  there- 
r  fore 
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fore  be  unfuitable  to  the  nature  of  an 
independent,  refleding  being. — I  (hall 
get  bewildered  in  this  maze  of  metaphy- 
fics  if  I  proceed  further  ;  and  as  I  really 
do  not  underftand  this  icheme  of  filter- 
ing our  feelings,  I  will  only  (late  the  ef- 
fects of  it.  After  Lady  Caroline's  re- 
gard for  her  father  had  been  purified 
from  the  fcum  of  natural  affedion,  and 
the  drofs  of  filial  duty,  common  obfer- 
vers  could  not  perceive  that  any  was 
left. 

When  a  recipe  fails,  we  fhould  not  al- 
ways cenfure  the  phyfician.  The  com- 
pounder of  drugs  may  be  carelefs,  or 
however  fovereign  the  remedy,  it  may 
not  fuit  all  conftitutions.  I  have  been 
fo  ferioufly  alTured  that  the  wifefl  me- 
thod of  ameliorating  the  human  charac- 
ter is,  to  leave  off  the  old  way  of  dreffing 
and  pruning  it,  and  to  let  it  (hoot  out 
with  unreftrained  vigour,  in  the  hope 
that  it  will  produce  a  few  nondefcript 

wildings 
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wildings,  that  I  have  caufe  to  lament 
my  own  pertinacity,  in  preferring  the 
well-flavoured  fruit  that  early  fubjuga- 
tion  ufed  to  produce,  to  this  fpecies  of 
redundant  vegetation,  which  is  fo  very 
prolific  in  leaves,  and  fo  lamentably 
barren  in  ufeful  produce.  It  is,  doubt- 
lefs,  owing  to  my  ill-conduded  education, 
which  has  given  me  a  wrong  aflbciation 
of  ideas ;  but  I  never  can  read  a  profound 
fyftem  of  inflru6lion,  formed  on  the  ba- 
fis  of  inherent  independence  and  natural 
perfedtibiiity,  without  having  Laputa's 
fages  before  my^eyes,  and  I  fuppofe  my- 
felf  inveftigating  the  apparatus  of  the 
worthy  who  was  trying  to  extrad  fun- 
beams  from  cucumbers. 

But  to'  return  to  my  narrative.  From 
the  above  hints,  the  judicious  reader  will 
obferve,  that  it  is  pofTible  that  the 
converfation  I  lately  repeated  might  in- 
duce Lady  Caroline  to  dread  her  father's 
plans,  and  to  diflike  the  friends  whom 
6  ^  Ihe 
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fhe  was  to  welcome  with  fuch  cordial 
fatisfa6lion.  As  no  frefli  addition  wns 
made  to  the  dinner-party  except  the 
Fitzjohns,  flie  began  to  afk  hcrfelf  if 
they  could  be  the  expe<a:ed  guefls ;  and» 
connecling  the  latter  part  of  his  lord- 
Ihlp's  difcourfe  with  the  fecret  that  he 
feemed  anxious  to  divulge,  flie  aflced 
herfelf  if  INIeliflmdriania  could  be  tlic 
perfon  pitched  upon  for  her  future  com- 
panion. One  whimfical  idea  followed  an- 
other. In  what  capacity  could  Mifs 
Fitzjohn  be  eftabliflied  in  the  family  ? 
"  As  Lady  Glanville  ?*'  *'•  Impoffible  !'* 
"  No,  not  impolFible."  "  Improbable  and 
lidiculous  then."  "  True,  but  ridiculous 
things  often  happen,  and  improbabilities 
fometimes  come  to  pafs.''  "  Very  provok- 
ing." "  Granted  ;  but  widowers  in  the 
decline  of  life  hci'ue  provoked  their 
grown-up  daughters  by  a  fimilar  con- 
duct. The  girl  was  handfome,  h:s 
lordfhip  a  valetudinarian.  It  argued 
VOL.  I.  M  great 
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great  weaknefs  and  relaxation  of  mmd 
to  fuffer  the  concerns  of  the  ?naterial 
body  to  unlit  the  imagination  for  its  fu- 
blime  operations  ;  and  a  man  who  could 
abandon  Bolingbroke  and  Roufleau  for 
Buchan^  and  give  up  experiments  on 
carbonic  gas  to  compound  medicines, 
muft  be  fo  deplorably  deficient  in  men- 
tal energy,  as  to  find  amufement  in  the 
converfation  of  a  girl  who  had  not  an 
idea  beyond  a  gold  bandeau,"  or  a  new 
overture.*' 

Lady  Caroline  at  la(l  concluded  that 
It  really  was  likely  that  Lord  Glanville 
would  marry  Mifs  Fitzjohn,  and  relieve 
his  hypochondriafis  with  folding  thread- 
papers,  and  painting  boxes  to  hold  filk- 
worms.  It  would  certainly  be  mortify- 
ing, on  fome  accounts,  to  have  a  Lady 
Paramount  fixed  in  Glanville  caftle ; 
but,  as  ihe  ihould  then  be  left  at  leifure 
to  purfue  her  darling  ftudies  and  amufe- 
nients,  and  relieved  from  the  tedium  of 

eternal 
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eternal  complaints,  and  the  fludy  of 
pulfation,  fhe  fancied  the  thing  might 
do,  efpeclally  as  (lie  (hould  have  one 
certain  refource  againll  ennui — a  fool  al- 
ways at  hand  to  laugh  at  and  to  tor- 
ment.  At  all  events,  if  home  became 
intolerable,  the  independent  fortune  left 
her  by  her  grandfather,  Lord  Lewibn, 
would  afford  her  an  eftablifhment  of  her 
own,  even  if  (he  refufed  to  comply  with 
the  urgent  folicitude  of  any  of  her  nit' 
merous  adorers,  a  circumilance  which 
her  lofty  notions  of  the  rights  of  her 
fex  rendered  not  improbable. 

vSuch  were  the  rePiedions  that  occu- 
pied Lady  Caroline's  mind  as  (lie  fat  at 
table ;  and  the  refult  was,  a  deter m.ina- 
tion  to  divert  the  chagrin  that  her  fa- 
therms  converfation  had  infpired,  by  en- 
couraging the  folly  of  the  Fitzjohns  i 
a  fcheme  certain  of  fuccefs,  as  her  lady- 
fhip's  expedations  and  hopes  were  pretty 
M  2  clearly 
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clearly  afcertained  by  all  difcerning  ob- 
fervers*  Lady  Caroline  termed  this  only 
a  little  harmlefs  badinage,  reforted  to 
out  of  felf- defence,  and  flie  faw  no  rea- 
fon  why  the  jeft  fhould  not  be  purfued. 
Is  not  folly  lawful  game  ?  is  not  pleafure 
a  warrantable  wilh  ?  and  if  folly  appears 
in  the  form  of  a  father,  or  pleafure  takes 
the  (liape  of  filial  difrefped,  the  charac- 
ter is  dill  the  fame ;  and  you  muft  li- 
berate your  mind  from  thofe  falfe  com- 
binations which  have  made  you  fuppofe 
that  you  owe  ?noral  obligations  for  phy- 
fical  benefits.  The  authors  of  your  ex- 
igence are  merely  human  beings,  ante- 
cedent to  you  one  generation,  but  as 
much  machines  in  tl>e  hand  of  nature  as 
the  tulip  when  it  forms  and  fofters  the 
offset.  If,  indeed,  your  predecefTors  are 
wife  and  good,  you  owe  them  affection 
and  reverence  ;  but  if  you  pay  that  tri- . 
bute  to  the  parent^  and  not  to  the  abflradl 

quality, 
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qualirj^  you  are  an  idolatrous  ilave  \o 
prejudice,  and  not  a  cahn  admirer  of 
what  *'  is  perfect,  fair,  and  good.*' 

Lady  Caroline  inherited  her  mother's 
vivacity,  and  was  tolerably  fuccefsful  at 
raillery.  The  attack  began  during  the 
defifert,  by  her  fending  a  llice  of  pine  to 
hei  father,  with  a  hope  that  he  would 
eat  it,  as  it  had  jull  been  recommended 
by  Mifs  Fitzjohn,  for  poflefiing  the  true 
Hefperian  flavour.  A  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Raymond,  encouraged  by  a 
nod  from  Lady  Caroline,  informed  Me- 
lifandriania  that  he  had  long  furpefced 
her  of  being  one  of  the  fair  guardians 
of  thofe  celebrated  gardens  ;  but  he  ob- 
fcrved,  furely  fhe  had  ncgle^ed  her 
charge  in  futfering  the  fruit  to  hQ  Jlolen 
for  the  ufe  of  mortals.  Lady  Caroline, 
perceiving  by  Mifs  Fitzjohn's  unmean- 
ing laugh,  that  (he  had  already  arrived 
at  the  end  of  her  mythological  k'now- 
M  3  ledge 
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hdge^  reproved  Raymond  for  undue  fe- 
verity,  by  confounding  a  prefent  to  a 
very  particular  friend  with  a  general 
breach  of  truft.  Raymond  and  Lady 
Caroline,  Jike  Prince  Prettyman  and  his 
taylor,  continued  to  give  hit  for  hit,  to 
the  amufement  of  the  company,  wh(f, 
befide  the  admiration  which  the  wit  of 
an  earl's  daughter  muft  always  excite, 
did  not  diflike  a  little  raillery  at  the  ex» 
pence  ef  ignorance  and  affe£lation. 

Ignorance  has,  however,  a  peculiar 
method  of  defending  itfelf  j  for  while 
other  people  call  out  "  A  palpable  hit,'* 
it  generally  joins  in  the  fhout,  fuppoling 
its  adverfary  to  be  wounded.  Lady 
Fitzjohn  was  too  well  pleafed  at  ob- 
ferving  every  eye  turned  upon  her 
daughter,  to  confider  any  thing  but 
whether  fhe  fat  in  an  elegant  pohtion  j 
and,  being  convinced  that  flie  really 
looked  pidurefque,  Ihe  complacently  ob- 

fervecl 
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ferved  to  the  gentleman  next  her,  that 
a  fmile  and  a  blulh  always  made  young 
people  look  intcrejling, 

A  look  from  Lord  Glanville  at  lad 
compelled  Lady  Caroline  -to  relinquifli 
the  prey  which  flie  had  now  hunted  into 
the  reftlefs  fidget  of  awkward  affecta- 
tion. His  lordfhip  always  thought  qulz^ 
zIk^  an  unpolice  praClice,  noways  con- 
fiflent  with  the  popular  manners  of  ele- 
gant breeding.  On  fuch  an  important 
occafion  he  deemed  it  expedient  to  tref- 
pafs  upon  his  daughter's  natural  inde- 
dependence ;  and  I  mud  obferve,  that 
when  his  nod  was  given,  it  v/as  quite  as 
authoritative  as  that  of  Jupiter.  We 
well  know  that  Juno  and  Minerva,  af- 
ter it  had  awed  them  into  filence,  began 
to  fcold  a3  fooa  as  they  got  out  of  the 
council-chamber ;  and  poor  Lady  Caro- 
line was  only  obliged  to  reprefs  her  fro- 
licfome  humour  till  (he  was  fafe  in  the 
drawing-room. 

M  4  Pro- 
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Profeifed  wits  are  fo  far  ferviceable  to 
fociety,  that  they  compel  the  over-bearing 
snd  the  importunate  to  refped  its  infti- 
tutions.  But  there  is  a  degree  of  folly, 
as-  I  have  jud  obferved,  that  is  invulne- 
rable. Very  little  encouragement  was 
fufficient  to  make  the  Fitzjohns  exhibit 
In  full  flyle.  Lady  Caroline  had  only 
to  name  mufic,  and  Melifandriania  fung 
and  played ;  or  to  talk,  of  grace,  to  make 
her  fhew  all  her  ballet  fleps,  flalk  round 
the  room  in  Italian  majefly,  or  fix  her- 
felf  in  fome  Grecian  attitude.  If  a  po- 
pular poem  was  mentioned,  Mifs  Fitz- 
John  favoured  you  with  a  trite  quota- 
tion. No  fa(hionable  amufement  or 
elegant  ornament  could  be  mentioned, 
but  this  verfatile  genius  gave  you  its 
hiftory,  or  defcribed  it  by  fomething 
that  file  wore  in  her  drefs ;  concluding 
her  obfervatioRS  with  the  queflion  of, 
"  Is  not  it  immeniely  prepofTelung.'' 

"  Wonder- 
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"  Wonderful  and  magnanimous/'  re- 
peated Lady  Caroline,  who,  weary  of 
playing  otF  a  puppet  that  was  too  uni^ 
form  to  fhew  her  own  addrefs,  lolled 
liillefbly  on  the  fopha,  while  Melifan- 
driania  performed  her  tour  of  graces. 
"  I  protcft,  Lidy  Fitzjohn,"  continued 
fhe,  "  if  had  fuch  a  daughter  I  fhould  be 
wretched." 

The  fond  mother  flarted,  and  uttered 
an  exclamatory  "  Madam  !*'  at  this  ob- 
fervation.  "  Aye,  wretched,"  obferved 
the  farcaftic  eulogift ;  "  for  only  think 
what  a  treafure  is  intruded  to  your  keep- 
ing i  what  fpirit  !  what  infmite  beauty  ! 
what  immeafurable  attractions  I  I  expert 
to  hear  of  the  revival  of  chivalry's 
heroic   deeds.       The    very  villages   Vv^ill- 

fwarm   with  knights,  and   W fair 

will  become  a  tournament.  But,  dear 
Mclifandriania,  I  hope  you  do  not  pour 
forth  your  agreeables  thus  unmercifully 
in  ell  companies.  You  fhould  contrive 
M  5  to 
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to  look  lefs  lovely,  or  you  inufl  devote 
your  reputation  a  facrifice  to  the  fpleen 
of  thofe  forlorn  damfels  vi^hom  you  de- 
prive of  adorers.  But  I  believe  that  cau- 
tion is  too  late." 

"  O  lud,  madam,  you  quite  terrify 
me.  What  do  the  fpiteful  creatures 
fayr 

"  Don't  be  alarmed^  my  dear  ;  merit 
xnuft  have  its  Ihade  to  purfue  it  you 
know.  Now,  to  prove  that  I  utterly 
defpife  all  their  rumours,  and  think  you 
quite  fuperior  to  mercenary  conquefts, 
do  let  us  have  Lucretia  dabbing  her- 
felf  in  your  beft  ftyle,  juft  when  Lord 
Glanville  comes  into  the  room.  Nay, 
if  you  hefitate,  I  fhall  fufpedt  that  yoa 
are  particular  in  your  views. ^^' 

There  is  a  manner  of  alking  a  thing  to. 
be  done,  which  deprives  us  of  the  power 
of  doing  it  well..  The  lovely  Melifan- 
driania  had  no  objedion  to  give  the  eart 
a  little  caft  of  her  powers  in  the  fu- 

blirae  y 
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bllme ;  but  by  touching  a  nelg^hbouring 
cord,  o'.ving  to  her  confu(ion  at  Lady 
Caroline's  fuggeftlon,  fhe  produced  the 
ridiculous.  For  though  his  lordfhip,  on 
his  entering  the  room,  was  defired  to 
"  Look,"  either  from  the  lliortnefs  of 
his  fight,  or  from  his  being  in  a  wrong 
fituation  for  beholding  the  whole  con- 
tour, he  unluckily  fuppofed  her  to  be 
pouring  out  the  coffee,  inftead  of  ading 
an  indignant  heroine  ftriking  the  mor- 
tal ftroke,  that  was  to  clear  her  polluted 
honour  and  give  liberty  to  Rome.  While 
every  one  elfe,  therefore,  continued 
wrapt"  in  filent  admiration,  his  lord- 
fhip, after  politely  thanking  the  young 
lady  for  undertaking  a  troublefome  of- 
fice, declared,  though  it  was  a  beverage 
he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  drinking,  he 
would  not  decline  taking  one  cup  from 
her.  Nothing  but  a  compliment  from 
Lord  Glanville  could  have  fupported 
the  Fitzjohns  againfl  the  general  laugh. 
M  6  The 
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The  fair  performer  was,  however,  fo  cha- 
grined, that  {he  did  not  launch  into  the 
pi£lurefque  any  more  that  evening. 

When  the  company  had  all  retired, 
the  ufual  the-ct-iete  took  place  at  the 
caftle.  That  is  to  fay.  Lord  Glanville 
funk  into  one  of  his  filent  reveries,  and 
Lady  Caroline,  extremely  well  fatisfied 
with  the  part  fhe  had  performed,  fat 
planning  frefli  mortifications  for  her  def- 
tined  ftep-dame.  She  was  roufed  from 
a  fcheme  that  promifed  exuberant  mirth,, 
by  his  lordfliip's  telling  her  that  her  vi- 
vacity fometimes  tranfgrefled  the  bounds 
of  propriety.  He  admitted  the  purity 
of  her  intentions,  and  confirmed  her 
full  right  to  a6l  as  fhe  pleafed  ;  and  he 
protefled  that  he  never  would  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  fufpecl  the  one,  or  in- 
fringe the  other  :  but  he  defired  (and  at 
that  word  he  bent  his  brow  with  fome- 
what  of  Jupiter's  majefty)  that  (he  would 
remember  he  had  fome  weighty  reafons 

for 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  253 

for  caltlvating  the  frlendOiip  of  the 
Fiizjohns,  and  for  difliking  Raymond. 
Lady  Caroline  had  been  taug'ht  that 
no  intelh'gent  being  owed  a  tacit  aflent 
to  the  aifertions  of  another,  unlefs  thofe 
aflertions  correfponded  with  their  own 
feelings  and  experience.  In  this  par- 
ticular inftance  the  above  criteria  were 
in  decided  oppofition  to  his  lordfliip's 
opinion.  As  the  father's  fentiments 
were  involved  in  a  long  concatenation 
of  circumftances,  }  choofe  to  difclofe  the 
daughter's.  She  thought  the  Firzjohns 
vulgar,  (lupid,  and  difagreeable,  and 
jNIr.  Raymond  excellively  amufmg. 
Poffibly  (he  might  never  have  thouglic 
of  the  latter  in  any  other  point  of  view 
than  as  a  perfon  who  helped  to  divert 
the  tedium  of  rural  retirement ;  but, 
as  her  father  had  pointed  him  out  as 
an  objecl  of  his  diflike,  it  was  but  an 
acl  of  moral  judice  to  analize  his  cha- 
racler. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Raymond  then,  fhe-  allowed, 
was  only  the  younger  fon  of  a  younger 
brother.  The  harder  certainly  was  his 
lot.  Nobody  would  have  chofen  fuch 
an  origin  ;  but,  as  we  are  all  creatures  of 
neceflity,  it  was  unjuft  to  reproach  him 
with  what  he  would  certainly  have  wifh- 
ed  to  avoid.  He  had  befide  no  profef- 
fion ;  poflibly  that  might  arife  from  the 
fuperior  enlargement  of  his  ideas,  and  his 
uncommon  re£litude.  He  might  have 
too  much  liberality  and  genius  to  fubmit 
to  the  drudgery  of  application.  Could 
a  capacious  intelleft  devote  itfelf  to  the 
fludy  of  a  part,  when  it  poflefled  capa- 
bilities to  grafp  the  whole  ?  Could  a 
foul  confcious  of  inherent  independence 
fubmit  to  be  the  mere  machine  of  ty- 
rannous coercion,  by  joining  thofe  naval 
or  military  Haves  who,  renouncing  all 
moral  ideas  of  reditude  and  felf-govern- 
ment,  trade  in  plunder  and  devaftation, 
fattening  on  the  miferics  of  mankind? 

Could 
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Could  he,  confident  with  the  feelings  of 
humanity,  (tudy  the  medicinal  art,  which 
muft  compel  him  to  wifli  difeafe  and  mif- 
fortune  to  all  his  acquaintance?  The 
fcience  of  law  muft  be  ftill  more  abhor- 
rent to  a  mind  that  was  probably  ena- 
moured of  the  auguft  vifion  of  natural 
right,  antecedent  to  all  arbitrary  com- 
binations of  the  mighty  to  opprefs  the 
weak.  As  to  theological  purfuits^  Lady 
Caroline's  fentiments  on  that  head  muft 
be  too  eafily  divined  to  make  it  neceflary 
for  me  to  obferve,  that  (he  confidered 
an  aflent  to  fuch  abfurd,  felf-contradic- 
tory  dogmas  as  thofe  which  the  eftablifii- 
ment  fupported,  as  fufficient  of  itfelf  to 
degrade  a  character  that  had  na  other 
fault ;  and  her  contempt  for  the  clergy 
was  confiderably  increafed  by  her  being 
perfuaded  that  not  one  of  them  vifited 
Glanvllle  caftle,  but  from  the  diftant  hope 
of  getting  a  good  living,  or  from  the  pre- 
fent  enjoyment  of  eating  a  good  dinner. 
8  'Ti$ 
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*Tis  true,  the  earl's  hofpitable  board  was 
frequented  by  coloured  coats  rather  more 
than  black  ones,  and  the  charge  of  felfilh- 
nefs  7night  be  equally  affigned  to  both  ; 
but  as  the  latter  have  long  pofTefTed  a 
prefcriprive  right  to  the  titles  of  epicures 
and  grafpalls.  Lady  Caroline  was  con- 
tented with  acceding  to  a  generally-re- 
ceived opinion,  and  believed  the  neigh- 
bouring efquires  were  only  influenced 
by  a  commendable  love  of  good  neigh- 
bourhood when  they  regularly  attended 
at  the  cadle  on  all  public  days. 

But  to  return  to,  Mr.  Raymond : 
though  he  was  nominally  enrolled  in,  the 
corps  of  idle  men  of  fafhion,  Lady  Caro- 
line doubted  whether  he  ought  not  to 
be  confidered  in  the  light  of  a  gentleman 
of  a  very  enlightened  and  philofopbical 
turn  of  mind.  She  paufed  a  moment, 
and  I  hen  difcovered  in  his  eafy  addrefs 
and  graceful  perfon  abundant  reafons  to 
confirm  that  opinion,  and  fhe  refolved  to 

look 
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look  upon  him  as  a  being  of  a  higher 
order. 

With  refpe*^  to  Mr.  Raymond's 
moral  charadtT  and  eftimation  in  the 
world,  (he  knew  no  more  of  him  than 
that  he  was  received  on  an  eafy  footing 
in  the  bed  families.  This  fometimes 
produces  fervility  ;  but,  in  juftice  to  his 
independent  charadler,  fhe  could  noc 
but  acknowledge  that  he  never  had 
aded  like  a  parafite  to  Lord  Glanville  ; 
and  (he  was  perfuaded  that  his  lordfliip's 
diflike  arofe  from  the  manly  freedom 
with  which  he  had  always  fupported  her 
opinions,  in  preference  to  htr  father* s. 

Lady  Caroline  amufed  herfelf  with 
thefe  conjeclures,  and  with  plaiting  her 
handkerchief  into  the  form  of  Lady 
Firzjohn's  turban,  which  fhe  fixed  over 
one  ear  of  her  Italian  greyhound,  tiJl  it 
was  time  to  retire.  She  had,  however, 
given  one  inllance  of  that  acquieicence 
with  her  father's  wiflies  which  recipro- 
city 
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city  of  fentiment  could  alone  infpire. 
When  the  fervant  brought  in  fandwiches, 
fhe  ordered  her  carnage  at  an  early- 
hour,  faying  that  flie  was  determined  to 
fpend  a  long  morning  with  the  dear 
Fitzjohns. 

The  curricle  reached  Sir  Peter^s  foon 
after  the  family  had  alTembled  to  break* 
fafi,  and  in  the  midfl:  of  her  ladyfhip's 
harangue  on  the  adventures  of  the  pre- 
ceding day.  She  had  travelled  through 
tlie  'oqfl  round  of  Lady  Caroline's  pride, 
caprice,  envy,  and  infolence,  and  had  juft 
worked  herfelf  up  to  that  degree  of  an- 
ger which  indignantly  drops  proper 
names,  and  adopts  the  indefinite  and 
fafe  term  of  people.  "  If  people,"  con- 
tinued  her  ladyfhip,  "  are  not  To  hand- 
fome  as  other  people,  they  need  not 
give  way  to  malice;  for  other  peo- 
ple may  eafily  guefs  people^s  motives  to 
prevent  fomebody  from  ufing  their  own 
eyes/'     As  her  ladyfhip's  ftyle  was  more 

involved 
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involved  in  obfcurity  in  proportion  as 
her  refentment  increafed,  it  was  a  relief 
to  her  auditors  to  hear  a  carriage  flop  at 
the  door.  "  What  vulgar  creature  can 
be  come  fo  early  ?"  exclaimed  Lady 
Fitzjohn  ;  *'  fomebody  who  has  mif- 
taken  the  houfe  for  the  ware-houfe  I  fup- 
pofe."  "  As  I  live,"  cried  Melifandri- 
ania,  "  the  Glanville  livery.**  <«  Oh  !*' 
continued  the  mother,  *'  doubilefs  his 
lordfhip  come  to  make  apologies  for  his 
daughter's  rude  behaviour.  Run  love 
put  on  your  (haw-coloured  pelice,  and 
blue  obi.  Here,  John,  take  away  thefe 
trumpery  cups,  and  bring  the  Salopian 
tea  fervice.  No !  there  won't  be  time, 
we  will  go  without  breakfaft.  This 
comes  of  Sir  Peter's  faving  fchemes.  I 
would  never  ufe  thefe  vulgar  things  only 
he  wears  one  io  death  about  cecono- 
my." 

Lady  Caroline's  nimble  foot  almoft 
anticipated  every    alteration.     She   met 

ths 
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the  tea-tray  at  the  door,  or  rather  at  the 
bottom  of  the  flairs ;  for  John  thought 
that  rolling  it  down  was  the   quickeft 
way  of  getting  rid  of  the  odious  trum- 
pery for  ever.     Lady  Caroline  tripped 
lightly  amidft  the  fragments,  and  was  in 
the   brea^fafl-room   before  Lady  Fitz- 
John  had  pulled  her  wig  ftraight,  and 
given  the  Circaflian  fold  to  her  wrapper. 
Concluding  that  my  readers  are  not 
fuch  novices  as  to  be  furprifed  at  a  little 
uncertainty  in  either  firfl:  or  fecond-rate 
fine  ladies,  I  fhall   only  ftate,  that  the 
ladies  met  almoft  breathlefs  with  rapture, 
"  Dear  creature  1"     "  Obliging  conde- 
fcenfion  !''      '^  Impatience  to  fee  you." 
"  Thanks  for  hofpitality."    "  Kind  at- 
tentions,"    and     "  Y)o    come    often," 
were  poured  forth  with  mod  engaging 
volubility.     Suppofmg  fome  of  my  young 
friends  may  like  a  little,  further  fpecimen 
of  the  '•*  polire  converfation  of  fenfible 
women"  1  will  proceed  : 

"  But 


THE    INFIDEL    FATHER.  261 

"  But  where  is  the  enchanting  Mell- 
fandriania,  I  hope  flie  has  not  taken 
cold.  She  maH:  be  in  voice  when  (lie 
comes  to  the  caftle.  Lord  Glanville  is 
quite  wretched  till  he  has  heard  her 
fing." 

"  Dearefl  Lady  Caroline,  Melifandri*. 
aniais  ** 

"  Right,  [o  you  told  me.  Oh  my 
treacherous  memory  !  Well  really  this 
is  a  tolerably  pleafant  room.  I  did  not 
think  there  was  one  fo  good  in  W— . 
I  vow  it  is  almoft  comfortable.  But 
the  view  is  horrid.  Dear  Fitzjohn,  I 
wonder  a  woman  of  your  tafte  can  en- 
dure thofe  deplorable  buildings.  Down 
with  them  every  (lone.  Now  if  the 
river  was  turned,  and  the  fouth  flope 
planted  with  a  few  thoufand  firs,  it  would 
be  but  a  triflling  expence. " 

"  Oh  it  would  -be  charming !  But 
that  is  the  town  hall,  and  the  market- 
houfe.'' 
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*^  True,  I  make  fad  mlftakes  whenever 
I  talk  to  the  monied  inter^ft.  But  now 
I  mud  find  fault  with  you,  "What  can 
be  the  defign  of  that  gigantic  book-cafe? 
It  is  neither  Grecian  nor  Gothic." 

"  I  thought  people  always  had  books 
in  their  dreffing-rooms,  to  (hew  that  they 
read  in  a  morning." 

"  Aye,  but  you  fhould  put  them  into 
fomething  flight.  A  pafte-board  fhelf 
tied  by  twopenny  ribbon,  to  hold  a  few 
hot  prefTed  poems  for  a  lounge.  Pofi* 
lively  you  mud:  turn  out  that  Gog  and 
Magog  machine,  it  makes  my  head  ache 
to  look  at  it.  Pin  up  fome  aquatinta 
views  infiead  of  it,  I'll  choofe  you  an 
aflbrtment,  and  I  would  advife  you  to 
change  them  twice  a  week,  'tis  fo  fa*- 
tiguing  to  look  at  the  fame  thing  long.*' 

"  You  are  infinitely  obliging." 

"  Oh  giving  hints  is'  my  forte*  What, 
is  this  the  cover  of  a  fopha  ?  Good  hea- 
vens 'tis  a  work  bag !     Why  dear  Fitz- 

John, 
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John,  furely  you  don't  dearn  the  coun- 
terpanes yourfelf.  Three  inches  long 
and  four  wide  is  the  inofl  extreme  fizc, 
and  you  never  ought  to  have  any  thing 
in  it  but  a  knotting  fliuttle,  toothpick, 
and  fmelling  bottle." 

"  I  muft  own,  Melifandriania  painted 
it  laj}  year." 

"  Give  it  the  houfemaid  for  a  cradle 
quilt.  But  where  is  my  little  Hebe's 
Port-Feuille  ?  Views  in  Italy.  Aye 
any  thing  does  for  Italy." 

"  Connoiffeurs  fay  Melifandriania  is 
very  exa£l." 

"  A  terrible  fault  indeed.  Nothing 
gives  an  air  of  tafte  but  dafiiing  boldly. 
Look,  if  ilie  deepens  this  out-line,  puts  a 
grey  wa(h  in  the  back  ground,  furls  thofe 
clouds,  groupes  peafants, or  inferts caftles, 
or  Etrufcan  ruins,  or  any  thing  that  will 
make  it  unlike  the  original  on  that  hill, 
then  give  a  warm  autumxial  tint  to  the 

kndfcape.  " 

"It 
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"  It  is  defigned  for  fpring. 

''  I  know  it ;  but  always  change  the 
feafon.  Spring  obje6ls  look  prettiefl 
where  one  does  not  exped  to  find  them. 
But  I  am  in  an  amazing  hurry,  fo  let  me 
turn  over  her  mufic.  '  The  Red-crofs 
Knight'  and  '  Sweet  Bird  that  (liuns  the 
noife  of  folly.'  What  a  cathedral  fe- 
ledion.  For  heaven's  fake,  let  her  get 
*  Goofey  Gander'  and  '  Tom  Horner' 
immediately." 

"  Lady  Caroline  !" 

"  No  creature  minds  the  words,  and 
the  tunes  are  fo  fimply  fweet.  The 
little  fyren's  plaintive  tone  would  fuit 
them  admirably.  How  I  delight  to  afTifl 
her  (ludies,  and  to  communicate  that  air 
of  faOiion  that  would  make  her  irrefiiii- 
ble.  How  I  regret  not  feeing  her. 
Give  her  a  thoufand  loves,  and  tell  her — 
1  vow  I  have  forgot  my  lord's  meffage 
to   her.      But  fhe  muif  remember  the 

1 3  mufic  f 
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mufic  ;    I  recommend   Hmple  melody, 
Goofey,  Goofey  Gander." 

Exit  Lady  Caroline,  fingin^. 
Propitiated  by  the  laft  fpeech,  Lady 
Fitzjohn  in  vain  fliouted  an  urgent  in- 
treaty  that  fhe  would  ftay  till  her  daugh- 
ter came.  Lady  Caroline  raifed  the 
key  till  it  reached  the  pitch  of  Lady 
Fitzjohn's  voice,  and,  running  down 
flairs,  feated  herfelf  in  the  curricle. 
Then  looking  up  with  a  gracious  bow 
and  inviting  fmile,  kiffed  her  hand  to 
to  Mifs  Fitzjohn,  who  fini»hed  her  drefs 
time  enough  to  be  at  the  drefTing-room 
window  jufl:  as  her  ladyfhip  drove  ofF. 

"  Lady  Caroline  is  immenfely  odd," 
obferved  Mifs  Fitzjohn. 

"  Ye-s,"    returned  her  mother,    "  but 
I  do  think  fhe  has  a  good  heart." 

"  I  v/onder  whether  (lie  will  be  ton 
next  winter,"  faid  Melifandriania. 

"  I  fometimes  think  her  a  little  de- 
ranged," rcfumed  her  ladyfliip. 

VOL.  I.  N  "  Oh 
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"  Oh  that  won't  fignify.  There  was 
Lady  Bell  Brazen,  and  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Dareall,  and  Mifs  Frifk,  did  as  flrange 
things  laft  year.  Low  people  faid  they 
were  crazy,  but  the  world  allowed  them 
to  be  ton^  and  fo  every  body  imitated 
them." 

"  To  do  Lady  Caroline  juflice,"  faid 
Lady  Fitzjohn,  "  fne  does  feem  to  wifli 
to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  us. 
Did  you  hear  her  fmg  ?" 

"  Oh  yes,  and  mademoifelle  faid  it  was 
horrid.  But,  mademoifelle  knows  no- 
thing about  what  has  been  right  thefe 
feven  years.  I  think  Lady  Caroline 
will  go  off  very  well ;  for  the  town 
wants  new  faces,  and  her  figure  is  quite 
attic." 

As  my  readers  have  probably  had 
enough  of  mere  fafhion,  I  will  introduce 
a  little  common  fenfe  in  the  next  chap- 
ter by  way  of  variety. 
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CHAP.     X. 

The  Repofe  of  the  Cajile  dijlurhed  h^ 
Appearances  as  tremendous  and  por^ 
tentous  as  *  the  nodding  Plumes  at 
Otranto. 

For  one  fortnight  Lady  Caroline 
perfevered  in  her  plan  of  oi)liging 
her  father,  and  cukivating  the  frierKl- 
(hip  of  the  Fitzjohns  ;  but,  though 
the  aptitude  of  her  pupils  enabled  her 
every  day  td  engraft  fome  new  ex- 
travagance on  the  orizmal  (tock  of  ab- 
furdity,  (he  grew  vi^eary  of  heaping  in- 
cenfe  on  ihe  fhrine  of  vanity,  and  "  hold- 
ing up  a  mirror  to  folly"  in  which  it  re- 
fufed  to  "  fee  its  own  likenefii."  As 
a  dejeunc,  her  neighbours  were  invalu- 
N  2  valuable ; 
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able  ;  but  the  mind  required  more  folid 
food  than  cntremeh  ;  yet  the  environs  of 
Glanville  caflle  afiorded  little  to  gratify 
the  palled  appetite  of  a  philofophical 
epicure. 

Perhaps  the  converfation  of  Mr,  Ray- 
mond was  one  exception  to  general  fa- 
riety.  That  gentleman  was  conftant  in 
his  vifits ;  and,  though  nothing  could  be 
cooler  than  the  earl's  general  reception, 
he  was  one  of  thofe  happy  charadlers 
that  can  parry  fcorn,  and,  wrapped  in 
the  confcioufnefs  of  its  own  worth,  fit 
indulging  the  reveries  of  felf  gratulation, 
while  every  body  elfe  is  a(l:oni(hed  at  its 
impudence.  Befide,  though  angry  Ju- 
piter rofe  in  oppofition,  a  fofter  planet 
fhed  benign  influence  ;  and  a  man  muft 
be  mote  than  a  ftoic  whofe  apathy  could 
refift  the  brilliant  attradions  of  Lady 
Caroline  Glanville. 

It  cannot  be  expeded,  that  the  mor- 
bid melancholy  which  preyed  upon  the 

earl 
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earl  abated  at  his  perceiving  that  the 
heirefs  of  his  fortunes  devoted  her  atten- 
tion to  a  man  whom  he  confidered  as 
little  better  than  a  knight  of  induilry. 
Nor  did  his  fagacity  afford  a  clue  by 
which  to  direcl  his  own  condudl.  As 
native  pride  confirmed  his  ariitocratic 
predileclion  for  titles,  rank,  and  con- 
nexion, it  no  lefs  reTirained  him  from 
acknowledging  that  tlic  principles  by 
which  he  had  governed  his  conduct  were 
erroneous,  as  he  mull  do  if  he  proclaim- 
ed to  the  world  that  "  the  hope  was 
drunk  wherein  he  drefled  himfelf."  Be- 
fide,  if,  contrary  to  all  rule,  paternal 
authority  fliould  interpofe,  and  forbid 
Raymond's  vifit,  was  there  a  profpedt 
that  fuch  an  interference  would  have  a 
falutary  influence  over  the  lofty  fpirit  of 
his  daughter  ?  He  had  plainly  intima- 
ted his  diilike  ;  and  the  confequence  was, 
that  Raymond  had  rifen  confiderably  in 
Lady  Caroline's  ellimation.  He  had 
N  3  encou- 
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encouraged  her  to  defpife  prefcription, 
to  think  and  adl  for  j;ierfelf3  and  ever  to 
bear  in  memory  that  well  founding  max- 
im, "  The  confcious  mind  is  its  own 
awful  world  5"  and  he  had  caiife  to  ap- 
prehend that  the  reafon  he  had  fo  care- 
fully cultivated,  would  burft  upon  him 
in  fomething  like  the  following  fplendid 
exordium. 

"  You  have  taught  me,  that  nature 
and  feeling  are  ever  right  in  their  deci- 
fions ;  and  you  wlfh  me  to  obey  the  vi- 
tiated laws  of  cudom  and  general  opi- 
nion. You  have  convinced  me,  that  I 
poflefs  inherent  independence  }  and  now 
you  would  inforce  my  fubmiffion  to  pa- 
rental authority,  an  abufe  which  you 
have  often  told  me  was  derived  from 
mifconception,  fuftered  by  priedcraft, 
and  fubmitted  to  by  childidi  inibecillity. 
You  taught  me,  that  ray  it^  fhould 
purfue  perfection  by  flrengthening  our 
paffions  at  the  expence  of  our  vanity, 

and 
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and  now  you  require  me  to  facrifice  the 
nioft:  exalted  of  the  palTions,  to  what  I 
eflecm  the  corrupt  habits  of  foclety.  Can 
your  fentiments  of  Raymond,  or  even 
the  opinion  that  the  world  forms  of  him, 
become  a  rule  to  meafure  my  percep- 
tions ?  The  many  may  fuppofe  him  a 
fwindler,  a  dangler,  a  fortune-hunter, 
a  parafite,  or  a  contemptible  being  who 
fubfilts  on  the  nmnificence  of  others. 
We  are  not  formed  to  fee  obje6ls 
through  the  fame  medium  j  and  in  the 
very  qualities  which  you  term  vices  1  dif- 
cover  the  germ  of  whatever  is  great  and 
good.  You  have  taught  me  to  fee  and 
to  judge  for  mylelf ;  you  have  told  me 
that  by  adopting  general  opinions  I 
(hould  become  the  flave  of  prejudice, 
and  that  experience  never  made  any 
thing  but  automatons.  Adhere  to  your 
own  precepts.  As  a  human  being  I 
owe  you  univerfal  philanthropy ;  nay  I 
uill  go  further,  I  will  be  tender  of  your 
N  4  preju- 
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prejudices ;  but  it  is  upon  the  condition 
that  you  refped  mine.  If  not,  all  ties 
between  us  are  diflblved,  and  hoflilities 
iTsu(l  commence.  My  attention  to  the 
Fitzjohns  is  a  facrifice  to  your  humours  ; 
comply  with  mine  by  fhewing  civility  to 
one  whom  I  deem  a  kindred  foul,  or  I 
mud  inftantly  alTert  thofe  inherent  rights 
which  you  have  convinced  me  I  pof- 
fefs.'' 

As  it  is  pofTible  that  the  generality  of 
fathers  would  not  approve  of  fuch  a 
declamation  from  any  of  their  children, 
I  mufi:  advife  them  to  reflect  before  they 
adopt  the  new  fyftem  of  education.  Its 
tenets  are  fo  well  adapted  to  fuit  the  per- 
verfe  views  of  fallen  humanity,  that  the 
hiimhleft  talent  may  h(;pe  to  confront  pa- 
ternal pertinacity^  with  the  weapons  fur- 
nifhed  by  paternal /i?//)'.  Surely,  there- 
fore, it  is  advifeable,  that  we  (hould  be 
certain  that  the  reafon  we  deify  will 
prove  to  be  right  reafon,  before  we  ac- 

cuftoni. 
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cuflom  our  children  to  facrlfice  every 
other  motive  of  adion  on  the  altar  of  in- 
fallibility. 

One  evening  Lady  Caroline  detained 
Raymond  after  the  reft  of  the  dinner 
company  had  gone  home  ;  ojlenfibly  from 
the  motive  of  finifhing  a  long  contefted 
game  at  chefs,  \y\iX  fecretly  with  the  liberal 
defignof  counterading  her  father's  preju- 
dices. The  earl,  to  whom  the  moves  of 
the  combatants  were  exceedingly  inte- 
refting,  threw  himfelf  in  a  chair  oppofite, 
with  his  eyes  fixed  on  his  daughter's  face, 
which  was  animated  with  peculiar  viva- 
city. His  reverie  was  interrupted  by  a 
a  fervant's  informing  him  of  the  arrival 
of  two  (Irangers,  who  announced  thcm- 
felves  to  be  iht  friends  that  Lord  Gian- 
ville  had  long  expeded.  The  pallid 
hue  of  his  lordfhip's  countenance  be- 
came inftantly  changed  to  the  deepeft 
fcarlet,  which  as  quickly  faded  away. 
His  whole  frame  trembled,  and  his  fcarce 
N  5  articulate 
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articulate  voice  could  hardly  order  that 
the  company  fhould  be  (hewn  into 
another  room.  He  now  again  looked 
at  Lady  Caroline  vAth  fomewhat  of  re- 
proach mingled  with  afFedion.  The 
feelings  of  the  moment  overcame  habi- 
tual diffimulation,  and  he  found  himfelf 
compelled  to  acknowledge  the  weaknefs 
of  humanity  by  fmking  back  in  his  chair- 
Lady  Caroline  and  her  companion 
haflened  to  fupport  him.  He  defired 
the  former  to  ring  the  bell,  and  on  a 
fervant's  appearing  he  bade  him  order 
Mr.  Raymond's  horfes.  Raymond,  with 
an  air  of  fullen  contempt,  ftalked  out 
of  the  room,  while  Lady  Caroline,  with 
an  encouraging  fmile,  defired  him  to 
come  again  foon,  and  finifh  the  game* 
Lord  Glanville  dropped  her  hand  at  that 
moment,  and  uttered  fuch  a  figh  as  evea 
roufed  the  compaffion  of  the  fair  ftoic,. 
who  exprefled  her  apprehenfions  that  he 
really  was  unwelL 
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^'  Do  yoa  exprefs  your  hopes  or  your 
fears^V  inquired  the  earl  (lernly. 

"  B!efs  me,  my  lord !"  replied  the 
young  lady,  "  you  quite  alarm  me  by 
that  inquiry.  I  thought  you  ufed  to 
pique  yourfelf  on  the  harmony,  attach- 
ment, and  confidence  which  fubfids  be- 
tween us.  Your  lordfliip  knows  that 
you  are  confidered  as  the  mod  libei^l  of 
fathers,  and  that  all  the  world  envies' 
me.  If  you  give  way  to  thefe  melan- 
choly moods,  you  will  ruin  your  tem- 
per, as  well  as  your  health  ;  and,  inftead 
of  being  conQdered  as  a  mqft  agreeable 
man,  you  will  be  avoided  like  Dr. 
Chalkftone,  the  old  gouty  preben- 
dary.'* 

"  True,"  replied  the  earl,  with  a  ftill 
deeper  figh,  recolleding  at  that  very 
inftant  one  of  his  own  maxims,  namely, 
"  reproof  is  the  foul  of  frlendfhip," 
though  pcflibly  he  could  have  wifhed 
that  his  daughter  had  not  adopted  it, 
N  6  jufl 
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jufl:  at  the  inftant  when  his  foul  was 
wrung  by  deep  and  incurable  anguifh. 
He  then  began  to  accufe  the  infernal 
damps  which  had  fo  unhinged  him,  and 
made  him  fo  nervous  and  languid,  that 
he  could  not  fee  his  friends  that  even- 
ing. "  But  you  will  do  the  honours, 
Caroline,"  continued  he ;  "  they  are 
people  of  great  worth  and  refpe^lability  ; 
and  before  you  retire  to  your  chamber 
ftep  to  my  bed-fidfe  and  inform  me  how 
you  like  Mr.  Brudenell — and  his — his 
grand-daughter,  and  what  they  talk 
about/' 

Wondering  at  this  unufual  requeft. 
Lady  Caroline  was  paffing  to  the  door, 
when  the  earl  again  detained  her. 

"  You  was  perfe£lly  right  to  alk  Ray- 
mond to  come  again.  I  know  we  fee 
him  in  the  fame  light  j  but  I  was  too 
rude ;  it  is,  as  I  have  heard  you  obferve^ 
impolitic  to  be  rude  to  any  one-'* 

«0,. 
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**  O,  my  dear  lord,  you  are  the  very 
mirror  of  politenefs  and  condefcenfion. 
But  may  not  I  now  wifh  you  good 
night  ?  I  ihall  difturb  you  if  I  come  in 
after  you  have  taken  your  draught." 

"  I  (hall  not  fleep  to-night,"  faid  the 
earl  preiTmg  his  hand  to  his  head,  with 
a  look  that  feemed  to  fay,  "  I  have  mur- 
dered fleep." 

"  I  really  am  unwilling  to  leave  you," 
continued  this  affedionate  daughter,  as 
file  turned  round  to  fee  if  her  father  was 
likely  to  faint.  *'  Can't  I  be  of  the  lead 
fervice  to  you,"  was  her  kind  inquiry 
as  (he  held  the  door  in  her  hand. 

"  I  fhall  be  obliged  to  you  to  fend  Jer- 
vais  to  me,"  faid  the  polite  father.  "  I 
mud  go  to  bed ;  be  attentive  to  our 
guefts." 

"  Certainly  ;  and  I  beg,  that  for  my 
fake  you  will  keep  yourfelf  quite  quiet, 
and  not  think  of  them/' 

*'  I  can- 
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"  I  cannot  help  thinking^^  replied' 
Lord  Glanville. 

I  am  rather  afhamed  to  record  all 
thefe  breaches  of  rules  and  fyftems  in  a 
profefled  aflertor  of  the  abfolute  volition 
of  reafon,  the  mechanifm  of  habits,  and 
the  ideal  diftindions  of  good  and  evil, 
I  might,  indeed,  plead  that  Lord  Glan- 
ville's  health  was  really  impaired  ;  bur, 
as  mind  ought  always  to  be  omnipotent 
over  matter,  I  muft  allow,  that  neither 
a  damp  evening,  nor  an  eafterly  wind, 
juftify  him  for  thus  furrendering  the  au- 
thority of  fovereign  reafon  to  phyfical 
caufes.  I  feel  myfelf  compelled  to  dif- 
appoint  thofe  hopes  which  my  firil  de- 
fcription  of  this  nobleman  may  have  ex- 
eited,  and  obferve,  that  philofophy  has 
no  right  to  accufe  chriftianity  of  never 
producing  a  difciple  who  entirely  lives  up 
to  its  holy  injunftions,  till  (he  herfelf  can^ 
fhew  us  a  votary  who  executes  her  far 
inferior  model  of  perfed-fair  and  good  ; 
8  of 
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of  fulfilling  her  conception  of  thofe 
qualities  in  his  private  retirements,  as 
well  as  when  he  a&s  a  parr  upon  the 
theatre  of  public  obfervation. 

Lady  Caroline  was  fo  afFedled  by  her 
father's  fituation,  that  fhe  thought  pro- 
per to  fee  Jervais  herfelf.  She  charged 
the  venerable  old  domeflic,  who  had 
lived  with  the  earl  from  his  youth,  to 
be  very  attentive  to  his  mafter,  and  if  he 
faw  any  fymptoms  of  danger  to  inform 
her,  that  fhe  might  immediately  fend  for 
medical  affiftance.  She  now  proceeded 
to  perform  her  hofpitable  duties,  a  little 
wondering  who  thefe  ftrangers  could  be 
whom  her  father  was  fo  difpofed  to  ho- 
nour. She  had  jufl  fet  them  down  for 
odd  beings,  counterparts  of  the  Fitz- 
Johns,  when,  on  entering  their  apart- 
ment, fhe  was  received  by  a  clergy m\a 
of  a  mofl:  venerable,  dignified  afped, 
and  a  young  lady  whofe    countenance 

befpoke 
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befpoke  an  amiable  and  ingenuous 
mind. 

"  Lady  Caroline  Glanville,  I  pre- 
fume,"  faid  Mr.  Brudenell  bowing  with 
the  air  of  a  man  who  had  already  feen 
fomething  quite  as  wonderful.  "  Sophia, 
my  love,  I  am  fure  you  will  be  happy 
to  merit  the  good  opinion  of  Lady  Ca- 
roline.'* 

The  young  lady  advanced  with  mo- 
defl:  grace,  and  prefented  her  hand,  but 
withdrew  it  when  fhe  perceived  Lady  Ca- 
roline feemed  fcarcely  difpofed  to  fecond 
this  familiarity.  She  alfo  attempted  to 
fpeak,  but  her  voice  faultered  too  much 
to  fay  any  thing  articulately. 

Lady  Caroline's  penetration  had  in- 
flantaneoufly  difcovered  in  this  young 
ftranger  the  companion  of  whom  her 
father  had  formerly  talked  ;  and,  though 
fhe  was  not  predifpofed  to  feel  partial  to 
his  protegees,  fhe  almoft  believed  fhe 

fhould 
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fhould  like  fomething  fo  gentle  and  un- 
alTuming.  "  At  lead/'  faid  ih2  to  her- 
felf,  "  this  girl  feems  free  from  afFeda- 
tion,  and  I  fhould  think  her  timidity 
indicates  that  fhe  is  of  a  good  teachcable 
difpofition.  She  will  do  to  play  ofF 
againft:  that  deteftable  Melifandriania. 
But  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  fliew  the  poor 
thing  a  few  of  the  advantages  that  refult 
from  an  education  conducted  upon  an 
enlarged  liberal  plan." 

In  compliance  with  this  refolution, 
Lady  Caroline  now  ru(hed  on  the  fair 
flranger  with  open  arms,  and  embraced 
her  with  an  air  of  extacy.  "  I  have 
been  ftudying  your  countenance,"  faid 
fhe,  "  and  the  invefligation  convinces 
me  that  you  have  an  indubitable  claim 
to  the  edeem  of  every  beholder  :  Mifs 
Brudeneli  will,  I  truft,  allow  me  to  rank 
myfelf  amongft  her  warmejl  friends." 

'«  The  mod  difcerning,"  obferved  Mr. 
Brudeneli  with  a  fmile,  "  are  liable  to 

miltakes 


282  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

miftakes  on  fuperficlal  information.  You 
mull:  at  prefent  call  her  Sophy  Herbert ; 
and  you  muft  permit  her  to  claim  your 
friendfbip  as  a  reward  for  defert^  not  as 
a  gratuitous  prefent/' 

Lady  Caroline  turned  her  eyes  upoa 
Mr.  Brudenell,  and  felt  the  refiedion  of 
''  this  is  an  odd  old  quiz"  checked  by 
the  mild  benignity  of  his  countenance^ 
She  was  extremely  inclined  to  defpife  a 
man  who  had  the  audacity  to  give  her  a 
gentk  reproof;  yet  flie  could  proceed  no 
further  tham  to  wonder  where  hg  had 
fpant  his  tima,  that  hg  (hould  thus  at- 
tempt to  check  the  lively  effufion  of 
fpontaneous  affed^ion.  His  elegant  man- 
ners did  not  allow  her  to  fuppofe  that 
he  had  lived  in  entire  feclufion  \  and 
yet  furely  hh  world  muil  have  been  very 
difiirent  from  that  with  which  Jh^  had 
been  acquainted. 

She  now  began  to  apologize  for  her 
father's  abfenccj  and  was  proceeding  to- 

relate 
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relate  all  the  circiimftances  that  attended 
his  being  taken  fudclenly  ill  at  the  mo- 
ment their  arrival  v.'as  announced,  when 
ihe  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Brudenell's 
defiring  PvLTs  Herbert  to  walk  to  the 
window,  obferving  that  her  journey  had 
overcome  her.  Lady  Caroline  itepped. 
forward  to  offer  the  young  lady  her  falts, 
and  perceived  that  fhe  was  in  tears.  All 
further  offices  of  civility  were  prevented 
by  Sophia*s  defiring,  in  a  manner  too 
earneft  to  be  merely  common^place, 
that  Lady  Carolin^^  would  inimediutely 
return  to  her  father. 

"  It  muft  be  mifery,"  faid  flie,  "  for 
you  to  flay  with  us,  and  we  are  too 
weary  to  be  good  company  this  evening. 
Permit  us  to  retire  to  our  apartments,  I 
am  furc  his  lorddiip  mud  wifti  for  your 
attendance."  Mr.  Brudenell  eagerly, 
joined  in  this  petition  ;  he  even  feemed 
fo  indicate  that  duty  compelled  her  to 
comply.      "  Thife  are  very  extraordi- 

nary 
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nary  people,  indeed"  thought  Lady  Ca- 
roline. 

At  this  indant  Jervais  appeared,  with 
a  requefl  to  fpeak  to  his  lady.  The 
flrangers  only  indiftindly  heard  what 
paiTed  j  but  they  caught  the  words^ 
"  Somewhat  better,  and  wifhes  to  fee 
your  ladylhip  for  a  few  moments." 

"  Nay  then  all  ceremony  ends  this  in- 
ftant,"  faid  Mifs  Herbert  advancing  to 
the  door.  "  Indeed  you  muji  go.  I 
feel  myfelf  quite  at  home,  and  if  you 
perverfely  refufe  me  we  will  go  to  bed 
fupperlefs  from  revenge."  A  fort  of 
playful  conteft  continued  for  a  few  mi- 
nutes between  the  ladies ;  Caroline  at 
length  yielded,  and  called  Jervais  to  fol- 
low her.  Her  fummons  was  again  re- 
peated, while  the  old  man  flood  rooted 
at  the  door,  with  his  eyes  rivetted  on 
Mifs  Eterbert's  countenance. 

Now,  left  my  readers  fhould  fuppofe 
that,  by  way  of  novelty,  I  am  going  to 

defcribe 
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defcrihe  an  amour  between  an  asfcd  va- 
let  and  a  young  beauty,  I  here  declare 
that  Mr.  Jervais's  attention  to  Mifs  Her- 
bert proceeded  from  a  fentiment  very 
dij}i/id  from  love. 

We  will  now  attend  Lady  Caroline  to 
her  father's  chamber.  She  found  him 
in  his  night-gown  and  flippers,  and  per- 
ceived that  he  had  thrown  himfelf  upon 
the  bed,  from  which  his  refllefs  anxiety 
again  compelled  him  to  rife.  She  in- 
quired after  his  health ;  "  Better,"  re- 
plied he  with  energy.  "  It  is  very  kind 
in  you  Caroline  to  leave  your  friends  to 
come  to  me.  I  want  to  know  ^what  you 
think  of  them  ?"  "  It  is  impoflible  for 
me  to  judge  on  fuch  a  flight  viev/,**  re- 
turned Lady  Caroline. 

"  But  their  perfons  and  manners  ?" 
*'  Extremely  prepoOTefling." 
"  Have  you  {ttn  any  body  whom  you 
think  like  Mifs  Herbert  ?'* 
«  No,  my  lord." 

"  I  have 
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*'  I  have  heard  that  fhe  has  a  llkenefs 
to  our  family.     Do  you  perceive  it  ?" 

"  Not  in  the  leaft  my  lord.  Is  fhe 
related  ?" 

"  Diflantly,"  rejoined  his  lordfhip 
flatting  from  his  chair,  and  walking 
acrofs  the  room.  "  But  you  think  her 
pleafant  ?" 

"  From  the  very  little  I  have  feen,  I 
fliould  fay  uncommonly  fo.'' 

*^  I  mean— it  is  my  intention — I  had 
fome  thoughts — that  is,  if  it  is  perfectly 
agreeable  to  you,  that  fhe  fhould  refide 
^ith  us  in  future.  I  fancied  you  wanted 
a  companion." 

"  You  are  infinitely  kind,  my  lord." 

"  But  if  you  fhould  have  the  leafl 
obje£lion  — — " 

Lady  Caroline  faw  many  advantages 
in  the  fervices  of  an  humble  coufm, 
who  promifed  to  be  lively,  obfequious, 
good-humoured,  and  was  not  hand- 
fomcr  than  herfelf.  She  would  have  em- 
braced 
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braced  the  propoful  with  joy,  had  not 
her  curiofity  to  know  her  father's  mo- 
tives for  making  it  fuggefted  fome  un- 
pleafant  forebodings :  but  thefe  were 
overborne  by  the  feelings  of  the  mo- 
ment ;  and  fne  auf^vered  that  (he  was 
fure  fhe  fhould  feel  happy  in  Mifs  Her- 
bert's company.  Lord  Glanville  prefTed 
her  hand  with  a  more  tranquil  air,  and 
difmilfed  her  with  an  obfervation  that 
he  now  fancied  he  could  fleep.  , 

Lord  Glanville's  reftlefs  habits,  how- 
ever, returned  after  his  daughter  had  left 
him.  He  applied  to  his  books ;  but 
Hume  was  inharmonious  and  Voltaire 
dull.  He  now  felt  obliged  to  conde- 
fcend  to  converfe  with  his  fervant,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  infupportable  company 
of  his  own  thoughts.  The  filver  hairs 
of  Jervais,  indeed,  prefented  a  claim  for 
confidence,  and  his  refpedful  manners 
proved  that  he  would  not  abufe  the  fa- 
miliarity of  his  fuperiors. 

«  Well 
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«  *Well  Jervais,"  faid  his  lordfhip 
with  an  air  of  forced  gaiety,  "  I  fup- 
pofe  the  neighbourhood  will  foon  begin 
to  talk  of  the  graces  of  Glanville  caftle. 
Sir  Peter's  daughter  is  a  fprightly  bru- 
nette, Caroline  is  certainly  tolerable, 
and  our  new  inmate,  the  young  lady 
who  is  jufl:  arrived,  is  I  am  told  a  beauty. 
Have  you  feen  her  Jervais  ?" 

«  Yes,  my  lord." 

"  And  what  do  you  think  of  her  ?  I 
fuppofe,  like  moft  old  fellows,  you  will 
fay  {he  is  nothing  to  the  Kitty  Fells  and 
Nancy  Dawfons  of  your  youth." 

"  I  (hould  be  forry,  my  lord,  to  dif- 
parage  the  young  lady.  I  do  think  her 
handfome,  very  handfome,  but  Hot  fo 
beautiful  as  a  perfon  whom  I  vaflly  ad- 
mired feven  and  forty  years  ago." 

*'  Aye!  pray  who  was  that?" 

*',I.beg  your   lordftiip's   pardon,  we 

will   name  no   names  if  your   lordfliip 

pleafes )  though  the  young  lady  is  fo  like 

9  her. 
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her,  that  at  firfl  I   thought   it  was  her 
rifen  out  of  her  grave." 

"  I  infill  upon  knowing  whom  you 
mean/'  faid  the  earl  rifmg. 

''  Then  your  lordfliip  mufl:  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  me.  The  pretty  creature 
we  ufed  to  fee  at  St.  Mary's  church 
when  your  lordfliip  was  firfl:  entered  at 
Oxford.  They  called  her  Sophy  Au- 
brey." 

"  Is  flie  like  Sophy  Aubrey  ?"  re- 
fumed  the  earl,  dropping  into  a  chair 
from  extreme  agitation. 

"  Her  face,**  faid  Jervais,  "  the  turn 

of  her  countenance,  her  voice 1  fear 

your  lordfliip  is  faint  again        -'* 

"  No ;  feized  with  a  fpafm  in  my 
ftomach.  Give  me  fome  Noycan ;  thefe 
curfed  damps  unflring  my  nerves.  Re- 
member, Jervaisj  when  the  Vv'ind  is  in  the 
fouth-we(i:,  I  will  drink  three  glafles  of 
Madeira  at  dinner.  I  am  better  5  leave 
me." 

VOL.  I.  o  Jervais 
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Jervais  had  reached  the  door,  when  his 
mafter  called  him  back,  to  order  him  not 
to  mention  this  circumftanceto  thefamily. 
Jervais,  fuppofing  his  lordfhip  alluded  to 
the  fpafm  in  his  flomach,  replied,  that 
Lady  Caroline  had  given  pofitive  orders, 
that  Dr.  Merridan  fhould  be  fent  for  if 
he  had  any  return. 

*'  What,  to  poifon  me  ?"  exclaimed 
the  earl  in  a  rage.  ''  She  knows  that  I 
detefl  Merridan.  I  deteded  his  quack- 
ery, and  now  he  hates  me,  and  I  make 
no  doubt  would  kill  me  out  of  re- 
venge." 

"  My  lord,  'tis  her  ladyfhip's  an- 
xiety   " 

*'  Aye !  true,  her  fympathy,  her  affec- 
tion. Right,  Jervais.  Caroline  would 
be  wretched  if  (he  loft  me.  Go  and  tell 
her  I  am  better — quite  well — but  hark 
not  one  word " 

"  Muft  I  not  own  that  your  lordfhip 
has  had  another  attack?" 

II  "  Fool—— 
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«  Fool I  mean  that  M^ifs  Her- 
bert is  like  Sophy  Aubrey.  It  would 
excite  unfavourable  ideas,  ftrange  fufpi- 


cions." 


*'  I  do  not  underftand  your  lordfhlp." 

"  How  fliould  you  ?*'  returned  the 
earl,  forcing  a  hollow  fmile,  as  he  recol- 
ledled  that  Jervals  had  never  been  the 
chofen  confidant  of  his  amours,  and  had 
too  little  natural  impertinence  to  pry  into 
his  fecrets.  "  You  mud  coiifider," 
continued  he,  "  that  it  is  no  compliment 
to  compare  a  young  lady  of  fafhion  to  a 
fempftrefs.  That  Oxford  girl  was  a 
fempftrefs  I  think." 

"  A  milliner,  my  lord.'* 

"  You  are  right :  I  forget  thefe  things : 
The  opiate  affeds  my  memory.  But, 
Jervais,  fhut  the  door,  and  come  near 
me.  I  want  to  talk  to  you.  How  came 
you  fo  well  acquainted  with  Sophy  Au- 
brey V 

*'  Your  lordfliip  fent  me " 

02  "  How  ?" 
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"  How  ?" 
'    "  Twice  to  the  fhop,  for  parcels  which 
you  had  purchafed,  and  the  young  lady 
talked  to   me    in  fuch  a  pretty  affable 
manner " 

"  Can  you  remember  what  it  was 
about  ?" 

*'  Oh,  my  lord,  I  never  fhall  forget. 
About  jour  goodnefs  to  her  old  mother 
and  her  brother,  the  poor  captain  that 
was  afterwards  fo  rafh,  and  ungratefuL 
The  tears  ran  down  her  cheeks,  and  fhe 
clafped  her  lily  hands  while  (he  begged 
heaven  to  blefs  you.  She  faid  you  was 
the  beji  of  men.    I  think  1  fee  her  now." - 

«  So  do  I,"  faid  Lord  Glanville, 
wildly  fixing  his  eyes  on  vacancy,  -and 
grafping  the  hand  of  Jervais  with  con- 
vulfive  terror. 

"  What  can  I  do  for  your  lordfhip  ?" 
faid  the  faithful  valet,  who  knew  enough 
of  his-  lord's  cafe,  to  have  no  depend- 
cnce  on  the  Ml  of  Dodor  Merridan. 

«  Give 
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"  Give  me  a  hundred  drops  of  lau- 
danum/' faid  his  lordfliip  in  the  mourn- 
fal  accents  of  defpair  ;  "  and  if  that  do 
not  relieve  me  nothing  will." 

We  will  leave  the  earl  to  enjoy  the 
feverifh  repofe  of  forced  forgetfulnefs, 
and  attend  the  retirement  of  Lady  Caro- 
line. The  events  of  the  evening  con- 
fiderably  affedled  her  ;  ^  and  a  conver- 
fation  which  fhe  had  jufl  had  with  the 
Brudcnells  rendered  her  equally  unlit 
for  fleep,  or  to  be  amufed  by  the  conver- 
fation  of  her  favourite  Abigail,  In  vain 
did  Mrs.  Chenille  expatiate  on  the  ile^ 
gance  of  cambric  muflin  (triped  with 
lace,  on  the  jintiUty  of  bell  fleeves,  on 
the  becomingnefs  of  filver  tyras^  and  tl;e 
inchanting  effecl  of  bare  elbows  and  na- 
ked (boulders.  Lady  Caroline  conrinued 
playing  inattentively  with  her  imelling- 
bottle. 

A  new  fubje£l  was  then  ftarted  ;  and 

Mrs.  Chenille  declared  it  to  be  the  opi- 

o  3  nion 
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nion  of  the  majors  In  the  fteward's  room, 
that  the  young  lady  who  was  jufl:  ar- 
rived did  not  know  how  to  drefs  (or  I 
fhould  rather  fay  undrefs)  to  advantage. 
"  Mr.  Jervais  and  Thomas,'*  continued 
Mrs.  Chenille,  ''did  fay  fhe  was  very 
handfome,  and  Mr.  Doyley  gave  her 
for  his  toafl: ;  but  Mrs  Brown  faid  your 
ladyfhip  was  millions  of  times  more 
beautiful  j  fo  to  be  fure  I  was  edgey  to 
fee  her,  and  would  carry  in  bed-candles 
myfelf.  But  fuch  a  figure,  fo  wrapped 
and  huddled,  with  no  more  drapery  than 
a  Dutch  doll,  and  fuch  a  blowfe  of  hair 
in  her  neck  ;  and  fo,  to  be  fure,  when 
I  went  to  offer  her  my  fervices,  fhe  made 
ine  a  curtefy,  and  faid  (he  was  ufed  to 
wait  on  herfelf.  Aye,  thought  I,  fo  you 
do  I  dare  fay ;  but  if  you  had  any  body 
with  you  that  was  a  genus ^  you  would  be 
a  bener  figure  than  you  are." 

This  rhetorical  fally  was  not  honoured 
by  one  poor  fmile.     Lady  Caroline  was 

too 
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too  much  (Iruck  by  fome  obfervations 
of  Mr.  Brudenell's  to  be  pleafed  with 
abufe  or  frivoHty.  The  converAuion  of 
that  gentleman  tended  to  coniirm  the  fa- 
vourable opinion  which  his  hnl:  appear- 
ance excited.  He  feemcd  fufficiently 
attentive  to  the  claims  of  others  to  be  re- 
fpedlful  and  polite,  and  fufficiently  con- 
fcious  of  what  was  due  to  hlmfelf  to  be 
firm  and  dignified.  He  appeared  to  have 
the  art  of  giving  intereft  to  grave  dif- 
courfe,  by  the  happy  choice  of  his  ex- 
preffions,  and  the  cafual  introdudion  of 
appofite  but  ftriking  anecdotes.  He 
knew  enough  of  the  world  to  treat  it  with 
propriety  ;  he  neither  fpoke  of  it  with  the 
afperity  of  a  difappointed  worfhipper, 
nor  with  the  adulatory  commendations 
of  a  candidate  for  its  fmiles.  He  feemed 
fatisfied  with  life's  feaft,  willing  to  rife 
from  the  banquet,  and  wholly  void  of 
envy  at  thofe  new  guefls  who  were  to 
fupply  his  place  at  the  table.  The  only 
o  4  plea 
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plea  that  Lady  Caroline  could  fonn 
againfl:  her  being  exceffively  fond  of  Mr. 
Brudenell's  company  proceeded  from 
her  fearing  that  fhe  never  could  laugh  at 
him. 

And  yet  he  had  many  appenciages 
that  had  been  the  never-failing  theme  of 
her  ladyfhip's  ridicule  when  annexed 
to  the  black  coats  who  frequented  her 
father's  table.  In  the  firfl  place,  he 
wore  an  immenfe  canonical  wig,  to 
which  hfer  ideas  always  attached  ftupidi- 
ty  and  bigotry.  Next,  his  coat  was  made 
in  almoft  pofitive  defiance  of  the  pre- 
vailing mode ;  he  had  a  rofe  in  his  large 
hat,  which  was  alfo  flapped  in  front, 
and  he  did  not  blufh  to  difplay  a  pair  of 
fmall  gold  fhoe  buckles.  All  this  was 
certainly  very  fingular,  yet  fuch  a  grace- 
fulnefs  did  thefe  modes  acquire  from  the 
fuavity  of  his  manners,  that  (he  doubted 
whether  they  were  not  more  chara6lerif- 
tic  of  the  Chriflian  priefthood,  than  the 

half 
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half  pagan  half  democratic  drefs  of  cleri- 
cal jeflamies,  bloods,  or  foxhunters. 

To  proceed  with  Mr.  Brudenell's  odd 
ways.  He  faid  grace  at  fupper.  This 
obfolete  cuftom  was,  (lie  knew,  fometimes 
revived,  when  any  dignified  clergyman 
was  prefent  ;  but  flie  obferved  the  time 
was  generally  fpent  by  the  ladies  in  de- 
ciding which  gentleman  fhould  fit  by 
them  ;  and  the  whole  affair  was  always 
fo  confufed,  that  fhe  could  not  recoiled 
ever  hearing  a  word  of  it.  Yet,  fo  im- 
prefTive  was  Mr.  Brudenell's  voice,  and 
fo  devout  his  manner,  that  allowing  the 
Supreme  Being  could  be  interefted  by  the 
addrefles  of  mortals,  and  that  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  really  did  nroceed  from  his 
bounty,  and  not  from  the  ordinary  ope- 
rations of  nature^  there  was  an  air  of 
gratitude  and  propriety  in  the  ceremony. 

Still,  though  Lady  Caroline  allowed 

Mr.  Brudenell  to  be  a  gentleman,  (he 

mufl  affirm  that  he  belonged  to  the  old 

o  5  fchool. 
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fchool.  The  fervantshad  hardly  retired, 
when  he  revived  another  gothic  cuftom, 
and,  filling  his  glafs,  propofed  as  a  fen- 
timent  thereftorationof  Lord  Glanville's 
health  and  happinefs.  "  You  muft  be 
guilty  of  a  little  excefs  to-night,  ladies,'* 
faid  he,  "  by  pledging  me  in  a  wifh  fo 
highly  interefting  to  us  all." 

"  Undoubtedly,"  returned  Lady  Ca- 
roline. "  But,  Mr.  Brudenell,  I  con- 
clude that  you  are  one  of  my  lord's  very 
old  friends ;  and,  as  I  doubt  not  you 
have  a  great  influence  over  him,  you 
muft  allow  me  to  requeft  that  you  will 
exert  it  in  one  inftance." 

'*  I  believe,"  returned  Mr.  Brudenell, 

**  I  may  truly  ftyle  myfelf  his  lordfliip's 

friend ;  but,   as  I  have  not  the  honour 

to  be   perfonally   known  to  him,  it  is 

doubtful  what  influence  I  may  poflfefs." 

*'  Not  known  to  him !  Pardon  me, 
you  fpeak  with  fuch  franknefs,  that  I  feel 
myfelf  induced  to  throw  off  all  referve. 

Mine 
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Mine  is  naturally  an  open  charadler,  and 
1  rejoice  when  I  meet  with  one  fimilar  to 
my  own.  May  I  afk  if  you  are  related 
to  our  family  ?" 

Mr.  Brudenell  anfwered, — ''  I  have 
not  that  honour.  I  confefs,  my  dear 
Lady  Caroline,  we  are  at  prefent  very 
inyfterious  people.  I  am  convinced  that  his 
lord(hip  will  foon  relieve  your  very  par- 
donable curiofity  refpeding  the  reafons 
of  our  intrufion  ;  and  in  the  interim,  if 
I  can  any  way  promote  your  wifhes 
But  you  was  going  to  requeji  fomething 
of  me.  Had  you, not  better  turn  it  into 
a  com?na?id P" 

"  There  are  gentlemen  whom  I  may 
comniandj^*  faid  Lady  Caroline  fmiling, 
"  but  I  dare  not  talk  in  that  ftyle  to 
you.  What  I  wi(h  is,  that  you  would 
advife  my  lord  to  exert  his  energies  to 
fubdue  a  habit  of  dejedion  that  grows 
upon  him  every  year.  It  injures  his 
health,  and  renders  him  quite  miferable 

ia 
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in  the  midft  of  all  his  enjoyments.  Be- 
fide,  he  is  fo  engrolTed  by  this  hoft  of 
blue  devils,  one  Ihrieking  about  an  eaft 
wind,  and  another  howling  over  a  damp, 
that  he  is  abfolutely  fpoiled  for  a  com^ 
panion.*' 

"  You  mud  prepare  yourfelf  for  a  long 
reply,  madam,"  returned  Mr.  Brude- 
nell,  "  and  I  will  allow  you  to  fmile  at 
my  egotifm  and  garrulity  ;  but  we  old 
men  have  a  common  intereft  in  excufmg 
the  infirmities  of  age.  Gonfider  one 
moment,  before  you  cenfure  your  fa- 
ther  for  giving  way  to  melancholy^  how 
different  mud  be  the  eftimate  that  we 
form  of  life,  when  we  view  it  from  the 
enmience  of  youth,  and  when  we  con- 
template it  from  the  vale  of  years.  At 
the  former  period,  we  generally  poffefs 
health,  ftrength,  lively  fpirits,  fair  pro- 
fpeds,  a  confcience  free  from  any  keen 
remorfe,  and  a  mind  unbroken  by  care 
or    difappointment.     Where  will    you 

point 
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point  out  the  favoured  being  who  has 
carried  all  thefe  blefllngs  with  him  to  his 
journey's  end  ?  Kappy  are  thofe  who 
preferve  only  one  of  them,  I  mean  st 
foul  untroubled  by  remorfe.  But  can 
you  wonder  that  enfeebled  (trength  and 
declining  health  (hould  often  want  re- 
folution  to  exert  thofe  energies  of  which 
you  fpeak  ?  The  underflanding  cannot 
always  be  aclive  under  the  preflure  of 
bodily  fuffering ;  and  if  we  recur  to 
Memory  for  amufement,  fhehas  record- 
ed much  of  what  is  painful,  as  well  as 
what  is  pleafant.  Our  mental  faculties 
too  often  participate  in  our  corporeal 
decay  ;  and  very  few  people  on  the  verge 
of  feventy  feel  themfelves  equal  to  thofe 
adive  exercifes  that  are  even  neceflary  to 
brace  the  nerves  of  youth.  In  this  ftate, 
the  bed  of  us  are  glad  tc  throw  ourfelves 
on  the  afTiftance  of  our  fellow-creatures  ; 
and,  as  youth  may  profit  by  the  experi- 
ence of  age,  {q  age  derives  its  mofl  ex- 
hilarating 


302  THE    INFIDEL    FATHER. 

hilarating  cordial  from  the  kind  atten- 
tions  and  lively  Tallies  of  youth.  Your 
ladyfhip  is  looking  at  your  watch;  allow 
me  one  moment  to  make  the  application  ; 
for  I  muft  proceed  in  my  profejjlonal 
routine.  I  have,  little  chance  af  reliev- 
ing Lord  Glanville's  dejedion,  efpecial- 
ly  as  it  has  refifted  the  united  powers  of 
your  very  pleafing  vivacity,  and  I  doubt 
not  very  exemplaryy?//W  piety.'^ 

Lady  Caroline  blulhed,  played  with 
her  locket,  longed  to  appear  angry  with 
Mr.  Brudenell,  and  owned  with  a  faul- 
tering  tone,  that  his  lordfliip's  melan- 
choly had  fo  far  infe6led  her,  that  (he  felt 
it  impoflible  to  ei^ert  herfelf  to  enter- 
tain him, 

"  This  is  all  very  natural,  madam,** 
replied  Mr.  Brudenell.  "  We  conform 
to  the  habits  of  thofe  we  converfe  with ; 
but,  as  Providence  defigneci  this  for 
one  of  the  fecurities  of  focial  comfort, 
we  muft  not  complain.  You  will  hence- 
forth 
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forth  have  an  affiftant.  Sophia  will  con- 
fider  it  as  her  duty  and  pleafure  to  join 
you  in  your  painful  but  amiable  office ; 
and  I  trufl:  we  fhall  reftore  the  Earl  of 
Glanville  to  his  early  felf/* 

"  Do  you  know,  Mifs  Herbert,'*  faiJ 
Lady  Caroline,  who  had  fufficiently  re- 
covered herfelf  to  be  a  little  arch,  "  that 
your  grandfather  is  a  rebel  ?  A  pretty 
figure  I  fhould  have  made  had  I  been 
duped  by  his  fai/e  humility,  and  laid  any 
commands  upon  him.  Had  I,  for  in- 
fiance,  only  ordered  hint  to  join  me  in  a 
reel,  I  almoft  fear  he  would  have  beea 
refradory." 

"  He  had  fuch  a  confidence  in  your 
propriety,"  replied  Mifs  Herbert,  "  that 
he  was  certain  you  would  not  have 
wilhed  to  exhibit  him  in  a  ridiculous 
light.  But  what  has  he  done  that  is  fo 
very   rebellious  ?'* 

"  Has  not  he  prefumed  to  give  me 
an   oblique    lecture  ? '    returned   Lady 

Caroline ; 
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Caroline ;  "  and  mud  I  not  creep 
through  the  cold  gallery  before  I  go  to 
bed,  and  fland  liflening  at  my  lord's 
chamber  door  to  know  if  he  is  aileep  ?" 

"  At  lead,"  obferved  Sophia,  ''  my 
grandpapa  does-  not  excel  you  in  the  art 
of  giving  oblique  ledures.  My  dear  fir, 
time  has  flown  fo  pleafantly,  that  we 
have  forgotten  the  hour.  But  Laxly 
Caroline  has  juft  hinted,  that  fiie  miiji 
perform  her  accuflomed  attentions  to 
Lord  Glanville,  who  is  doubtlefs  waiting 
for  her  expelled  vifit." 

Mr.  Brudenell  rofe  at  this  addrefs, 
and,  refpedlfully  bowing  to  Lady  Ca- 
roline, *'  My  dear  pupil,  or  my  dear 
lady  miftrefs,"  faid  he  "  by  whatever 
name  you  choofe  to  call  yourfelf,  be  af- 
fured  that  you  fee  in  me  only  one  charac- 
ter, namely,  a  plain  old  man,  who  wifhes 
to  be  your  faithful  friend.  Prefent  our 
refpe^lful  regards  to  Lord  Glanville. 
Bid  him  confult  his  own  feelings  5  per- 
haps 
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haps  he  had  better  fee  me  before  Sophia 
Is  mtroduced.  Good  night,  my  dear 
girl,"  continued  he,  turning  to  his  grand- 
daughter, who  trembled  at  the  prece- 
ding addrefs ;  "  be  compofed  and  com- 
mend yourfelf  to  the  care  of  Heaven  j 
all  will  end  well." 

It  was  upon  this  very  fmgular  con- 
verfation  that  Lady  Caroline  ruminated. 
"  Thefe  people,"  faid  fhe  to  herfelf,  "  are 
neither  fools  nor  bigots,  and  yet  they 
appear  to  be  really  religious.  They 
m.ufl  furely  be  hypocrites,  and  yet  they 
ferm  too  cheerful  and  unconftrained  to 
be  acting  a  part.  I  long  to  talk  to 
Mifs  Herbert  about  her  principles ;  as 
for  Mr  Brudenell,  I  do  not  think  that  I 
dare  attack  him,  even  with  Voltaire  at 
my  elbow\" 

Such  were  the  refleclions  that  crowd- 
ed into  Lady  Caroline's  mind,  and  al- 
moft  excluded  her  curiofity  to  folve  the 
enigma,  why  thefe  extraordinary  vifitors 

appeared 
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appeared  at  Glanville  caftle  in  a  ftyle  fo 
dilFimilar  to  that  of  common  guefts. 
Even  her  folicltude  to  beat  Mr.  Ray- 
mond at  chefs. was  abated  -,  and  ihe  per- 
ceived that  (he  had  thought  lefs  of- him 
for  fome  hours,  than  (he  had  done  for 
many  weeks  preceding. 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 
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